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EVELINA^ 



LETTER I. 



3lV«t«lKA TO THS RET. VH. TILLAltS. 

Bristol HotwelU, ^ept. nth. 

THE first fortnight that I passed here, was so 
tiniet, 80 serene, thSaX it gaye me reason to expect 
a settled cairn during my stay, hut, if I may now 
judge of the ^me to come, by the present state 
of my mind, the calm will be succeeded by a 
atoran, of which I dread the violence ! 

This mornings in my way to the pump-rocMn^ 
with Mr». ^Iwyn, w« were both very much 
incommoded by threei gentlemen, who were 
. sauntering by the side of the Avon, laughing, 
and talking very loud, and lounging so disagree^ 
ably, that we knew not how to pass theni. They 
all three fixed th^ eyes very boldly upon me; 
alternately looking nnder my hat^ and whispering 
one another. Mrf . Sdwyn assumed an air of un- 
common steraness, and said; ^< "Stoa will please, 

Toxi, HI. A 
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2 EVELINA. 

Gentlemen^ either to proceed yourselves, or to 
suffer us. " 

" Oh! Ma'am/' jcried one of them. '^ we will 
suffer you, with the greatest pleasure in life." 

" You will suffer us hoth/^ answered she, ** or 
I am much mistaken ; you had hetter, therefore, 
make way quietly, for I should he sorry to give 
my seryant the trouble of teaching you better 
manners." 

Her commanding air struck them, yet they all 
chose to laugh, and one of them wished the 
fellow would begin his lesson, that he might 
have the pleasure of rolling him into the Avon 5 
while another advancing to me with a freedom 
which made me start, said, ^* By my soul, I did 
not know you!— >hut I am* sure I cannot be u^St 
taken ;— *had not I the honor of seeing you, oncej 
at the Pantheon?" 

I then recollected the nobiemaki who, at thai 
place, bad so much embarrassed me. I curtsied 
wi^out speaking. ,Th^y »U bowed, and making, 
though in a very easy manner, an apology to 
Mrs. Sclwyn, they suffered us to pass on, but 
chose to accompany us. . 

^^ And where," continued this I^rd, *^ can you 
BO long have hid yourself? do you know I have 
been in search of you thia age? J could neither 
find you out, nor hear of you: not a creature ^^ould 
infor^i me what was become of you. I caanot 
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ianqgnie M'liere you could be inmiured* ^ I was 
<at two or three puUic places every night, ia 
hopes of meeting you. Pray did yoa leave 
towor 

" Yes, my Lord.'* 

^* So early in the season !-^what (ould posnbly 
induce you to go before the birlh-day?' 

*^ I kad nothing, n^y ^Lord, to do with the* 
birlh-day." 

'^ fiy my soull all the woiknen who had, may 
rejoice you were away. Have you been fae^e 
any time?" 

** Noc above a fortnight, my Lord." 

''A fortnight !«->«how unlueLy tttat I cKd not 
meet you sooner! bat I have had a run of ill 
lack ever since I c«me« How long shall yon 

'^ Indeed, my Lord, I don't know." 

** Six weeks, I. hope; for I shall wish the plaos 
at the devil whdn you ^oL^' * . 

" Do you, dien, flatter jt>vehei(, my Iiord,''' 
said .Mrs. ^Iwyn, who had hiibei^to listened in 
silent contempt, '^ that you shall see such a* 
beautiful spot as this, when you visit the domi* 
nions of the devil?" 

'' Ha, ha, h4I Faith, my Loird!" said one of 
his companions^ who still ivalk^d with u6, though 
the ether, bad taken leave } ^^ the Lia'dy is rather 
hard upon you»" 

▲ a 



y Google 



4 £T£UKA. 

" Not at all," answered Mrs. Selwyn ; " fop, as 
I cannot doubt bat his Lordship's rank and in* . 
terest will'secure hin^ a place there, it would 
be refecting on his understanding to suppose 
he should not wish to enlarge and beautify his 
dwellittg." 

Much as T was disgusted with thisXord, I must 
own Mrs. Selwyn's seyeriij rather surprised me : 
but jou, who have so often obseryed it, will 
not wonder she took so fair an opportunity of 
indulging her humor. 

'' As to places/' sretumed he, totally tuunoved, 
f' I am so indi£Fereiit to them, that, the deyil 
take me, if I care which way 1 go! objects, 
indeed, I am not so easy about; and therefore ^ 
I expect that those angels, with whose beauty I 
am so much enraptured in this world, will haye 
the goodness to afford me some litde consolation 
jn the other." 

** What, my Lord !" cried Mrs. Selwyn« 
'^ would you . wish to degrade the habitation of 
your friend, by admitting into it the insipid 
company of the upper regions?" 

" What do you do with yourself this eyening?" 
said his Lordship, turning to me. 

^* I shall be at home, my Lord."' 

** Oh, a-propos J'^where are you?" 

" Toung ladies, my Lord," $aid Mrs. Selwyn; 
" are nowhere** 
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BYKUNA. 5 

'< Wjihee/" whispered his Lordship, '« is dial 
queer woman your mother?' 

Good heavens. Sir, what words for svch a 
question ! 

" No, my Lord." 

'* Tour maiden aunt, then?" 

« No." 

** Whoerer she is, 1 wish she would mind her 
own affairs: I don't know what the deyil a 
woman liyes for after thirty : she is only in other 
folks way. Shall you be at the assembly?'^ 

" I belieye not, my Lord." 

'' Nol — ^why then haw in the world can you 
oontriye to pass your time?" 

'^ In a manner which your Lordship will think 
▼ery extraoi^inary," cried Mrs. Selwyn; '* for 
the young Lady reads,'* 

<'Ha, ha, ha! Egad, my Lord!". cried the 
Cetcetious companion, *^ you are got into^ had 
hands." 

'' Ton had better. Ma'am," answered he, 
'^ attack Japk CoTcrley, here \ for yon will make 
nothing of me." 

'^ Of you, my Lord!" cried she; '^ Heayen 
forbid I should eyer entertain so idle an expecta* 
lion ! I only talk, like a silly woman, for the 
9ake of talking ; but I haye by no means so low 
an opinion qf your Lordship, as to suppase you 
Tttkerahle to censure." 

aS 
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^ « Do, pruy, Ma'am/' cried be^ ^' tvtD t<» Jaei 
Coverley; he's the very man for you^-<^e'd be 
a wit himself^ if he was not too modest." 

" Pr'ythee, my Lord^ he quiet," returned the 
other ; ^^ if the lady is contented to bestow all 
her favors upon you, why should you make such 
a point of my going snacks?" 

*^ Don't be apprehensive, gentlemen," said 
Mrs. Selwyn, drily, *^ I am not romantic^— I 
have not the least design of doing good to either 
of you." 

" Have not you been ill since I saw you ?'* 
•said his Itordship, again addressing himself to 
me. 

^« Yes, my Lord.'* 

^<I thought so; you are paler than you wa«^ 
and I suppose that's the reason I did not re- 
collect you sooner.'* 

" Has not your L^dship too mnch gallantry,'^ 
cried Mrs. Selwyn, " to discover a young lady's 
illness by her looks?* 

" The devil a word can I speak for that wo- 
man," said he, in a low voice; " do, pr'ythee,. 
Jack ! take her in hand.'* 

'' Excuse me, my Lord J" answered Mr. Co- 
verley. 

<f When shall I see you again?^' continued hia 
Lordship ; " do you go to thfe pump-room evety 
morning?"* 
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" No, my Lord." 

"Do you ride out?** 

^*No, my Lord.'* 

Just then we arrired at tbe pump-room, and 
an end was put to our conyersation, — if it is not 
an abuse of words to gire such a term to a string 
of rude questions and free compliments* 

He had not opportunity -to say much more to 
me> as Mrs. Selwyn joined a large party, and I 
walked home between two ladies : he had, how- 
ever, the curiosi^ to see us to the door. 

Mrs. Selwyn was Tery eager to know how I 
bad made acquaintance with this nobleman, 
whose manners so eyidently announced the 
character of a confirmed libertine : I could give 
her Tery little satisfaction, as I was ignorant 
eyen of his name : -— but, in the afternoon, 
Mr. Ridgeway, the apothecary, gaye us yery 
ample inforn^ation. 

As his person was easily described, for he is 
remarkably tall, Mr. Ridgeway told us he was 
Lord Merton, a nobleman who is but lately come 
to his title, though he has already dissipated 
more than half his fortune : a professed admirer 
of beauty, but a man of most licentious chavae- 
ter : that, among men, his companions consisted 
chiefly of .gamblers and joclies^ and, among 
women, he was rarely admitted. 

'' Well, Miss AnyiUel" said Mrs. Selwys, <' I ans 
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8 SVELINA. 

glad I was nor more ciril to him. Tea maj 
depend upon me for keeping him at a distance." 

** Ohy Madam 1" said Mr. Ridgeway, <' he maj 
now be admitted any nrhere^ for he is going to 
reform?^ 

. *' Has be^ under that notion, persuaded any 
fool to marrj him?** 

' "JSfot yet, Madaml but a marriage is expected 
to take place shortly: it has been sometime im 
agitation, but the friends of the Lady have 
obliged her to wait till she is of age : howeyer, 
her brother, who has chiefly opposed the match^ 
now that she is near being at her own disposal^ 
is tolerably quiet. She is yery pretty, and wiU 
haye a large fortune. We expect her at the 
Wells every day.** 

'' What is her name?" said Mrs. Selwyn. 

^^ Larpeut," answered he, ^' Lady Louisa Lar« 
pent, sisler of Lord Oryille." 

''Lord Onrillef" repeated I, all amazement. 

*^ Yes, Ma'am; his Lordship is coming with 
her. 1 haye had certain information. They are 
to be at the Honorable Mrs. Beaumont's. She 
is a relation of my Lord's, and has a yery fine 
beuse upon Clifton Hill." 

Hia Lordship is coming i4>iih he^^'^^^CxOoA God! 
what an emotipn did those words giye me ! How 
strange, my dear JSir, that, just at this time, hie 
should yisit Bristol! It wiU be impossible for mo 
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to ayoid fleeing him, as'Mn. SelwTii is rery well 
acquainted with Mrs. Beaumont Indeed, I ha^e 
had an escape in nat being under the same roof 
with him, for Mrs. Beaumont inrited us to her 
house immediately up<m our arriral^ but the 
inconveniencj of being so distant from the pump- 
roimi made Mrs. Selwyn decline her civility. 

Oh, that the first meeting was oyer !•— or that 
I could quit Bristol withoul seeing him! — in* 
expressibly do I dread an interriew; should the 
.same impertinent freedom be expressed by his 
looks, which, dictated his cruel letter, I shall 
not kuo\^' how to endure eUher him or myself* 
Had I but returned it, I should be easier, be* 
cause my sentiments of it would then be known 
to hkn^ but now, he can only gather them front 
my behaviour,, and 1 tremble lest he should 
mistake my indignation ibr confusion ! — lest he 
should misconsltue my reserve into embarras- 
ment !-— fo]^ how, my dearest Sir! how shall I 
be able totally to divest myself of' the respect 
with which I have been used to think of him? 
— the pleasure with which I have been used to 
see himr 

Surely he, as well as I, must recollect the letter 
al the moment of our meeting, and he will, pro* 
bably, mean to gather my thoughts of it from my 
lookff^— oh, that they could but convey to him my 
veal detestation of impertinence and vanity ! then 

A 5 
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would he see Iiow mucb he had mbc^eii mj 
dispoBitioii^ iFhen he imagined them my due. 

There was a time when the Ter; idea that 
such a man as Lord Mertoa should erer be 
connected with Lord Orrille would have both 
surprised and shocked m^^ and eyen yet I am 
pleased to hear of his repugnance to the mar- 
riage. 

$ut how Strang e^ that a man of so abandoned 
a character should be the choice of a sister oF 
Lord Orvillef and how strange^ that; almost 
at the moment of the union^ he should be sa 
importunate in gaUantiy to another woman! — 
What a world is this we lire in! how corrupt! 
how degenerate f well might i be conte&ted to* 
see no more of ill If I find that the eyes of" 
Lord OrviHe agree with his pea, — I shall thea 
think, that of all mankind, the only tirtuoii& 
iadWidual resides at Berry HilL 
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LETTER IL 



BrUtoI Hotwells, Sept. ^i&^ 

OH, Sir ! Lord Orrille is stiU himself !—stiS 
what, from the moment I behelil, IbelieTed him to 
be — ^all that is amiable in man! and jourhappj 
Erelina, restored at once to spirits and tranquillity,, 
is no longer sunk in her own opinion, nor discon-^ 
tented with the world ; — no longer, with dejected 
eyes, sees the prospect of passing her future days 
m sadness, doubt, and suspicion 1 — with reyived 
courage she now looks forward,, and expects to 
meet with goodness, eyen among mankind : — 
though s^ she feels, as strongly as ever, the 
felly of hoping, in any second instance, to meet 
with perfection. 

Your cott)eetnre was certain^ rights Lord 

Orrille, when he wrote that letter, could not 

%e in his senses. Oh, that intemperance should 

hare power to ' degrade so low,, a man so 

•ble t 

This morning. I accompanied Mrs. Selwyn to 

A 6 
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€Uftoii HiD, where, heautifully situated, is the 
house of Mrs. Beaumont. Most uncomfortable 
vere my feelings during our walk, which was 
Tery slow, for the agitation of mj mind made 
me more than usually sensible how weak I still 
continue. As we entered the house, I summoned 
all my resolution ta my aid, determined rather 
to die than give Lord Onrille reason to attribute 
my weakness to a wrong cause. I was happily 
rdieyed from my perturbation, when I saw 
Mrs. Beaumont was alone. We sat with her for,. 
I belieye, an hour without interruption, and then 
we saw a phaeton drire up to the gate,, and a 
lady and gentleman alight from it 

They entered the padoar with the ease of 
people who were at home. The^ gentleman, I 
soon saw, was Lord Merton ; he came shuffling 
into the room with hiis boots on, and his whip 
in his hand ^ and, having nude something like a 
bow to Mrs. Beaumont^ he turned towards me. 
His surprise was very eyideat, but he took no 
manner of notice of me. He waited, I believe,, 
to discover, first, what chance had brought me 
to that house, where he did not look much re- 
joiced at meeting, me. He seated himself veoy 
quietly at the window, without speaking to any 
body^ 

Meantime, the lady, who scented very young,, 
holahling rather than walkings intio the room^ 
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made a passing curtsey to Mrs. Beavmont, 
sayings " How are yon^ Ma'am ?" and tben, 
without noticing anj body else, wiA an air of 
languor sbeflong hetself upon a sofa, protesting, 
in a most affected Toice, and speaking so softly 
she could hardly he heard, that ^e waa fsitigued 
to death. '' Really, Ma'am, the roads are so 
monstrous dusty/ — you can't imagine how trouble- 
some the dust is to one's eyes ! — and the sun^ 
too, is monstrous disagreeable ! — I dare say, I 
shall he so tanned, I sha'n't he fit to he seen this 
age>. Indeed, my Lord, I won't go out with 
' you any more^ .lor you don't care where yon 
take one." 

'^ Upon my honor," said Lord Merton, '' I took 
you the pleasantest ride in. England j the fault 
was in the sun, not me»" 

'< Your Lordsh^ is in the right,'^ said Mrs. Sel- 
wyn, *^ to transfer the fault to the sun, because 
it has so many excellencies to counterbalance 
partial inconveniencies, that a litde blame wiU 
not injure that in our estimation.'^ 

Lord Merton looked hy no means delighted 
at this attack; which I believe she would not so 
readOy hare made, but to rei^enge^ his neglect 
<^us. 

*' Did you meet your brother. Lady Louisa T^ 
said Mrs. Beaumont; 

^' So, Ma'anu la he rode out this morning.?^ 
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I then, found, wbal I had before raspecle Jj» 
that this ladj was Lord Onrille's sister. Ho^vr 
strange, that socb near relations^ should be 8o» 
different to each other f There is^ iiideed> some 
resemblance in their features -y but, in thek man— 
ners, not the least. 

" Tes," answered M«u Beaomonty " and, I be- 
lieve, he wished to see you." 

** Mj Lord drove so monstrous fast," said Lady 
Louisa, '^ that perhaps we passed him. He 
frighted me out of my senses; I declare my 
head is quite giddy. Do you know,^ Ma'am, we 
have done nothing but quarrel all the morning? 
—You can't thiidL hbw I've scolded ; — have not 
1, my Lord ?" and she smiled expressively at Lord 
Merton. 

" You have been, as you always are," said 
he, twisting his whip vnth his fingers, '* alt 
sweetness. '^ 

" O fie, my Lord !'* cried she, *^ I know you 
don't think so -, I know you think me very ill- 
natured ; *— don't you, my Lord ?" 

" No, upon my honor ; — how can youTLady-^ 
ship ask such a question? — Pray how goes time? 
my watch stands." 

*^ It is almost three," answered Mrs. Beau- 
*mont. 

"Lord, Ma^am, you frighten me !" cried Lady 
Louisa \ and then, turning to Lord Merton, *' Ivhy 
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ifeoir^ jOQ wicked creatore; you! did sot you tell 
xne it was but one?" 

Mrs. Selwyn then rose to take leave; but 
Mrs. Beaumont asked if sbe would look at. tbe 
shrubbery. " I should like it much," an- 
swered she, '^ but that I fear to fatigue Mis» 
AnviUe." 

Lady Loutta then, raising her bead from her 
hand' on wUch it had leaned, turned round to» 
look at me, and, baying fully satisfied her cu- 
riosity, without any regard to the confusion it 
gaye me, turned about, and, again leaning on 
her band, took no further notice of me. 

I declared myself rery able to walk, and 
begged that I might accompany them. *^ "What 
say you, Lady Louisa," cried Mrs Beaumont,. 
'' to a stroll in the garden?" 

*^ M6, Ma'am f — I declare I can^ stir a step-,, 
the beat is so excessiye, it would kill me. I'm^ 
half dead with it already ; besides, I shall haye 
no time to dress! Will any body be here to day, 
Ma'am?" 

'' I belieye not, unless Lord Merton wiH fayor 
us with his company." 
'^ With great pleasure. Madam. '^ 
" Well, I declare you don't dejerye to be 
asked," cried Lady Louisa, ^' you wicked erea-* 
tare, you ! •—- X must tell you one thing, Ma'am,, 
•—yon. can't think how abominable he wasL di> 
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yott know, we meC Mr* Lorel in hu new pbaeton, 
and mj Lord was so cruel as to drire against 
it? — we reaUj flew. I declare I could* not 
breathe. Upon my word, mj Lord, I'll nerer 
trust myself with you again, — I won't indeed 1'^ 
We then went into the garden, leaving them to 
discuss th^ point at their leisure. 

Do you remember a pr$Uy but affected young 
lady I mentioned to haye seen, in Lord pryille'a 
party, at the Pantheon? How little did I then 
imagine her to be bis sister I yet Lady Jjouisa 
Larpent is the yery person. I can now account 
for the piqued manner of her peaking to Lord 
>Merton that eyening, and I can now account for 
the air of displeasure with .which Lord Oryille 
marked the undue attention of bis future bro- 
ther-in-law to me. 

We had not walked long, ere, at a dis- 
tance, I perceiyed Lord Oryille, who seemed 
)ost dismounted from his horse, enter the gal^- 
den. All my perturbation. letumed at the sight 
of him? — ^yet I endeayoured to repress eyery 
feeling but resentment. As he approached us,, 
be bowed to the whole party ^ but I turned 
away my head to ayoid taking any share in- his 
dyility. Addressing himself immediately to 
Mrs. Beaumont, he was beginning to inquire 
after his sister^ but upon seeing my £ace,. he 
inddenly exclaimed ^^ Miss AayilleU-" and then 
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ht adranced^ and made bi». compluiiexits to mi^, 
•*-not^with aiir air of vanity or impertinence, 
nor yet with a look of consciousness or shame, 
but with a countenance open, manly, and 
cbarming! — ^with a smile that indicated pleasure, 
and eyes tliat sparkled with delight! — on mf 
side was all the' consciousness ^ for by him, I 
really hclieTe, the letter was, at that moment, 
entirely forgotten. , 

With what politeness did he address me ! 
with what sweetness did he look at me! the 
▼ery tone of his yoicc seemed flattering! he 
congratulated himself upon his good fortune in 
meeting with me, — ^hoped I should spend some 
time at Bristol; and inquired, eren with 
anxiety inquired, if mjr health was the cause 
of my journey; in which case his satis&ction 
would be conyerled into apprehension. 

Tet, struck as I was with his manner, and 
charmed to find him such as be was wont to 
be, imagine not, my dear Sir, that I forgot the 
resentment 1 owe him, or the cause he has 
given me of displeasure ; no, my behaviour waa 
such as, I hope, ha4 you seen, you would not 
have disapproved: I was grave and distant, I 
scarce looked at him when he spoke or answered 
btm wheii he was silent« 

As he must certainly observe this alteration 
in my conduct, I think i( ^o^ld not fail niaking 
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him both recollect and repent thc^ provocation 
he had so causelessly giveii me : for surely he 
was not so wholly lost to reason, as to be now 
ignorant he had erer offended me. 

The moment that, without absolute rudeness, 
I was able, I turned entirely from him, and 
asked Mrs. Selwyn if we should not be late 
home ? How Lord OrriUe looked I know not, 
for I avoided meeting his eyes; but he did not 
speak another word as we proceeded to the 
garden-gate. Indeed I believe my abruptness 
surprised him, for he did not seem to expect 
1 had so much spirit : and to own the truth, 
convinced as I was of the propriety, nay, neces- 
'sity of showing my displeasure, I yet almost 
hated myself for receiving his politeness so un- 
graciously. 

When we were taking leave, my eyes ac- 
cidentally meeting his, I could not but observe 
iliat his gravity equalled my own, for it had 
entirely taken place of the smiles and good- 
humor with which he had met me. 

'^ lam afraid this young lady," said Mrs. Beau- 
mont, ^' is too weak for another long walk till 
she is again rested." 

'' If the ladies wilt trust to my driving," said 
Lord Orville, ^^ and are not afraid of a phaeton, 
mine shall be ready in a moment." 

^* You are very good, my Lord,*' said Mrs, Sdr 
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"wyn, ** but my will is yet unsigned, and I don't 
cboose to Tenture in a phaeton with a young 
man while that is the case." 

^' Oh !" cried Mrs. Beaumont, ^' you need not 
be afraid of my Lord Oryille; for-^e is remark* 
ably careful." 

'' WeU, Miss AnYillel". answered she, " what 
say you?" 

<< Indeed," cried I, '' I had much rather 
walk.—" But then, lookmg at Lord Ornlle, I 
perceiyed in his face a surprise so serious at my 
abrupt refusal, that I could not forbear addfaig^ 
<' for I should be sorry to occasion so much 
trouble." 

Lord Orville, brightening at these words, 
came forward, and pressed his offer in a manner 
not to be denied j-^-so the phaeton was ordered : 
And indeed, my dear Sir 1 — I know not how it 
was,— bat, firom tba^t moment, my coldness and' 
reserve insensibly wore away. Tou must not 
be angry,--- it was my intention, nay, my enr 
deaTour, to support them with firmness; but 
when I formed the plan, I thought only of the 
letter, -f-not of Lord OrTillef— and how is it 
possible for resentment to subsist without pro- 
vocation? yet, believe me, my dearest Sir, had 
he sustained the part he began to act when be 
• wrote the ever- to-be-regretted letter, your Eve^ 
Una would not have forfeited her title to youe 
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esteem, bj cotttentecHy submittmg to be treated 
-with indignity.. . > 

We continned in the garden till the phaeton 
was ready. When wcu parted from Mrs.> Beau- 
mont, she repeated her ioTitation to Mrs. Selwyn 
t9 accept an apartment in her house; but the 
.reason I hare ahready mentioned made it be 
again declined. 

Lord Orrille drove yery slow,. and so cau- 
tiously, that, notwithsUnding the height of the 
phaeton^ fear iirould haye been ridiculous. I 
supported no part in the conyersation, but 
Mrs. Selwyn extremely well supplied the place 
of two. Lord Oryille himself di^ not speak 
much, but the excellent sense and refined ^ood- 
breeding which accompany eyery word he utters, 
giye yalue and weight to whateyer he says. 

'^ I suppose, my Lord," said Mrs. Selwyn, 
when we stopped at our lodgings, ^ you wpuld 
haye been extremely confused, had we met any 
gentlemen who haye the honor of knowing you.'* 
^' If I had," answered he, gallantly, ^' it would 
haye been from^mere compassion at their enyy.-' 

'^ No, mj Lord!" answered she, " it would 
haye been from mere. shame, that, in an age so 
daring, ypu alone should he suqh a coward as to 
forbear. to frighten women." 

^^ Oh !" cried he, laughing, ^^ when a man is 
in a fi^'ght for bimselfj the ladies cannot but be 
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in security; for jou hare not had half the ap- 
prehension for the safety of jour persons that 
I hare for that df my heart." He then alighted, 
handed us out, took leave, and, again mounting 
the phaeton} was out of sight in a minute. 

" Certainly,'* said Mrs. Selnryn, when he was 
gone, ^* there must have been some mistake in 
the birth of that young man; he was, un- 
doubtedly, designed for the last a^ge; for he is 
really polite P 

And now, my dear Sir, do not you ibink, 
according to the present situation of affairs, I 
may gire up my resentment, without imprudence 
or impropriety ? I hope you wiU not blame me : 
indeed^ had you, like me, seen his respectful 
behayipur, you would have been convinced of 
the impracticability of supporting any further 
iadignation. 
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LETTER III. 



BYELTKA IN CCTNTliarATlOK. - 

firistol HotwelU, Sept. igtb* . 

YESTERDAY morning Mrs. Selwyn received 
a card from Mrs* Beaumont, to ask her to dine 
with her to-daj; and another, to the same pur*^ 
pose, came to me. The inyitation was accepted^ 
and we are but just arrived from Glifton-Hiil. 

We found Mrs. Beaumont alone in the par-^ 
lor. I will write jou the character of that ladj, 
in the words of our satirical friend, Mrs. Selwyn. 

** she is an absolute Court^CaUndar bigot \ 
for, chancing herself to be bom of a noble and 
ancient family, she thinks proper to be of opi- 
nion that birth and virtue are one and the same 
thing. She has some good qualities, but tliey 
rather originate from pride than principle, as 
she piques herself upon being too high born to 
be capable of an unworthy action, and thinks 
it incumbent upon her to support the dignity of 
her ancestry. Fortunately for the world in 
general; she has taken it into her head, that 
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condescensioii is the most distinguishing firtue of 
high life; so that the same pride of family, which 
renders others imperious, is with her the motive 
of alTahilitj. But her civility is too formal to be 
comfortable, and too mechanical to be flattering. 
That she does me the honor of so much notice, 
is merely owing to an accident, which, I am 
sure, is very painful to her remembrance; for 
it so happened that I once did her some seryicie^ 
in regard to an apartment at Southampton; and 
I have since been . informed, that, at the time 
she accepted my assistance, she thought I was 
a woman of quality : and 1 make no doubt but 
she was miserable when she discovered me to 
be a mere country gentlewoman: however, her 
nice notions of decorum have made her load me 
with favors ever since. But I am not much 
flattered by her civilities, as ( am convinced 
I owe them neither to attachment nor gratitude^ 
but solely to a desire of cancelling an obligation 
which she cannot brpok being under to one 
whose name is no where ,to be found in the 
Court Calen4arf" 

Tou w^U.inoif, uiy dear Sir! the delight 
this lady takiss in givijng way to her ^tirip«4 
humor. 

Mrs. Beaumont received us very gracioi^Iy, 
though she somewhat distressed me I^ the qu^s^ 
tions she asked concerning my fami^y-'-su^^has. 
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Whether I was related to the AnTilles in the 
Norlh?*— whether some of my name did not live 
m Lincdnshire? and manj other inquiries* 
which much emharrassed me. 
- The conrersation^ next, turned upon llie in* 
tended marriage in her fkmilj. She treated the 
suhject with reserre, but it was evident she 
disapproved Lady Louisa's choice. She spoke ia 
terms of the highest esteem of Lord Orville 
calling him, in Marmontel's words^ Un Jeune 
homme comme il y en a peu, ■ 

I did not think this conversation very agree- 
ably interrupted by the entrance of Mr, Lovel : 
iadeed, I am heartily sorry he is now at the Hot* 
wells. He made his compliments with the most 
db9eqnious respect to Mrs. Beaumont, but took 
jio sort of notice of any other person. 

In a few minutes, Lady Louisa Larpent made 
her appearance. The same manners prevailed; 
for curtsying, with, " I hope you are well. 
Ma'am," to Mrs. Beaumont, she passed straight 
forward to her ^eat on the sofa, where, leaning 
her head on her hand, she cast her languishing 
eyes round the room with a valcant stare, as if 
determiaed^ though she looked, not to see who 
was in it. 

Mr. Lovel, jpresently approaching her with 
reverence the most profound^ hoped her Lady- 
ghip vras not indisposed. 
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** Mr. LdTcl!'* cried ehe, rabjng'licr head, " I 
declare I did not see jou; have you been here 
fcmgr* 

" By my vimi^. Madam/' said he, " only fiye 
vihinldly— 4)iTt by your Ladysfaip^s absence, «s 
many hours." 

"Oh! now I think of it,'* cried she, " I am 
Ycry angry with you,-*80 go along, do ! for I 
8ha'n't*speak to you all day." 

" Heaven forbid your La'ship's displeasure 
dlM>uld last so long ! in such cruel circumstances^ 
.a day would seem an age. But in what hare 
1 been so unfortunate as to offend?* 

'^ Oh, you half killed me, the other morning, 
with terror! I have not yet recoyelred from my 
fright. Hew could you be so cruel as to drive 
your phaeton against my Lord Merton'sf * 

" Ton honor, Ma'am, your La'ship does me 
wrong; it was all owing Ao the horses,— -there 
was no curbing them. I jn*ote8t I suffered more 
thanyoiu* Ladyship, from the terror of alarming 
you." 

Just then entered Lord Merton; stalking up 
to Mrs. Beaumont, to whom alone he bowed, 
he hoped he had not made her wait; and tnen, 
advancing to Lady Louisa, said, in a careless 
manner, " How is your Ladyship this mom- 
ingr 

" Not well at all," answered she; '< I have 

VOL. III. B 



y Google 



26 EVELINA, 

been dying with the headach ever since I got 
up/' 

*' Indeed!'' cried he, with a countenance 
wholly unmoyedy ^^ I am yery unhappy to hear 
it. But should not your Ladyship hai^ some 
advice?" 

'^ I am quite sick of advice/' answered she; 
*^ Mr. Ridge way has but just left me, — 'but he 
has done me no good. Nobody here .knows 
what is the matter with me, yet they all see how 
indiiSerent I am." 

^^ Tour Ladyship's constitution/' said Mr. Lovel, 
** is infinitely deUcate." 

*^ Indeed it is!'' cried she, in a low voice, '* I 
am nerve all over !" 

'* I am glad, however," said Lord Merton, 
'^ that you did not take the air this morning ; 
for Coverley has. been driving against me as if 
be was mad : he has got two of the finest spirited 
horses 1 ever saw." 

" Pray, my Lord," cried she, '^ why did not 
you bring Mr. Coverley with you? he's a droll 
creature^ I like him monstrously." 

" Why, he promised to be here as soon as 
me: I suppose he'll come before dinner's 
over." 

In the midst of this trifling conversation, Lord 
Orville made his appearance. Oh, how different 
was his address ! how superior did he look and 
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Wove lo aTl about him! Having paid his re- 
spects to Mrs. Beaumont, and then to Mrs. Sel^ 
Vyn, he came up to me, and said, ** I hope 
Miss Anville has not si^ered from the fatigue 
of Monday morning i" Then, turning to Lady 
Louisa, -who seemed rather aorprised at his 
speaking to me, he added, '^ G^Te me leaye, 
sbter, to introduce Miss AnviUe to you^" 

Lady Louisa, half-rising, said, very coldly, 
ihat she should be glad of the honor of know^- 
ing me; ^nd then, abruptly turning to Lord 
Merton and Mr. Loyel, continued, in a halS- 
whisper, her ^onyersation. 

For my part, I had risen and curtsied", and 
now, feeHug very foolish, I seated myself ag&in; 
£rst I blushed at the unexpected politeness of 
isord Oryille, and immediately afterwards at 
the contemptuous failure of it in his sister. Hoyr 
can that young lady see her brother so uniyer- 
sallj admired for his manners and deportment, 
«iid yet be so unamiably opposite to hini' in 
her'si But while his mind, enlarged and nobl^, 
rises superior to ttie little prejudices of rank, 
her's, feeble and Unsteady, sinks beneath their 
influetice. 

Lord Oryille, I am sure, was hurt and disri 
pleased : he bit his Ups, and, turning from her^ 
addressed himself wholly to me, till we were 
Summoned to dinner. Do you think I was not 

B a 
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grateful fer falft attention? yes^ indeed^ and every 
angry idea I had entertained, was totally oblite- 
rated. 

As we were seating 'onrselves at the table, 
Mr.'Goyerley came into tlie room: he made a 
thousand apolo^s in a foremth for<being so late, 
hvLt said he had been retarded by a little ac- 
cident, for that he had overturned fats phaeton, 
and broke it all to pieces. Lady Louisa screamed 
at this intdligence; and looking at Loird Mertoti, 
declared she would never go into a phaeton 
♦gain. 

" Ob," cried he, "^never maud Jack Ctfvefley, 
for he does not know how to drive." - 

*< My Lord!" cried Mr. Goverley, " FU drive 
against you for a thousand pounds." 

'* Done !" returned 'the other j " Name your 
day, and we'll each choose a judge." 

^ The sooner the better," cried Mr. Goverley ; 
^ to-morroWj if the carriage can be repaired." 

<< These enterprises," said Mrs. Selwyn, *' are 
tery proper for men of rank, since 'tis a million 
to one but both parties will be incapacitated for 
'iBJoj better employment." 

*' For heaven's sake ! " cried Lady Louisa, 
xhanging color, ^^ don't taft. so shockingly ! 
'Pray, my Lord! jpray, Mr. Goverley ! don't alarm 
me in this manner." 

^< Compose youtseIf> Lady Louisa/' said 
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Mrs. Beaumont; '^ the gentlemen will think bet- 
ter of the scheme; they ase neilhen of them in 
earnest." 

^^ The very mention o£ sndi a scheme/' said 
Lady Louisa, taking out her salts, '^ makes me 
iremUe all over! bideed,, my Lord, you have 
frightened me to death ! I sfaa'nTt eat a morsel 
of dinner.'* 

'^ Permit me," said Lord OrviUe, ''to propose 
some other subject for the present, and we will 
discuss thia matter another time." 

'' Pray, brother, excuse me ! my Lord must 
give me his wovd. to diMp thia proj^t,-^fbr, 
I dee}are> it haiB made me* sick aa death." 

*' To oompvomise the matter," said Lord 
Qityille, ^'suppose, if both parties are UMiviilling 
to giye up the bet, that^ to. make the ladies 
ea^, we change* ita qbjei^t jlo^ something less 
dangerous?" 

This proposal was so strongly seconded by all 
the party, that both* Lord, llerton* and Mr^ Go« 
▼erley were obliged to comply witk it^; and it 
was then agreed that the a&ir should bei finally 
settled in the afternoon." 

*^ I shall now be entirely) ooA of, conceit with 
phaetops again/- said. Mm. Seliwyn^ ^ though 
iiord Qnrille had aln^ost reconciled me to 
them." 

<' My L<Hrd OcyiUe !" cried the witty Vr. Goi* 

a S 
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Terley, ** yf^Jy *»y Lord Orville is as careful,— 
egad^ as careful as an old- -woman ! Wliy, Fd 
driye a one-horse cart against mj Lord's phaeton 
.for a hundred guineas ! " 

This sally occasioned much laughter ; for 
Mr. Coyerley, I find, is regarded as a man of 
infinite humor. 

" Perhaps^ Sir," said Mrs. Selwyn, " you haye 
not discovered the reason my Lord Oryille is so 
careful?" 

" Why, no, Ma'am! I must own, I never 
heard any particular reason for it." > 
. '' Why then. Sir, III tell it youj and I belieye 
you will confess it to be pery particular ; — ^hia 
Lcnrdship's friends are not yet tired of him." 

Lord Oryille laughed and howed. Mr. Go- 
yerley, a little confused, turned to Lord Merton, 
and said, " No foul play, my Lord ! I remember 
your Lordship recommended me to the nolice 
of this lady the other morning; and, egad! 
I belieye . youif haye been doing me the same 
tjffice ;ta-day." 

^ " Give yon joy, Jack!", cried Lord Merton, 
with a loud laugh. 

•'After this, the conyersatton turned' wholly 
lipon eating,— a subject which was discussed with 
the ttUuost delight) and, had I not known they 
were men of rank and fashion, I should have 
imagined that Lord Merton, Mr. LoVel, . and 
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Mr. Coverleyi bad , all been professed cooks; 
for they- displayed so mach knowledge of sauees 
and -made-'dishes^ and of the Tarious methods of 
dressing the same thmgs, that I am persuaded 
they must have giyen much time and much 
study to make themselves such adepts in this 
art. It would be very difficult to determin'ci 
whether they were most to be distinguished as 
gluHona or epicures; for they were, at once, 
dainty and yoracious, understood the right and 
the wrong of every dish, and alike emptied the 
one and the other. I should have been ^.uite 
sick of their remarks, had I notbebn entertained 
by seeing that Lord Orville, who, I am sure, 
was equally disg\isted, not only read'my senti- 
ments, but, by his countenance, communicated 
to me his own. 

When dinner was over^ Mrs. Beaumont re- 
cf^mmended the gentlemen to the care of Lord 
Oryille, and then attended the ladies to the 
drawing-room. 

The conversation, till tea-^time, was extremely 
insipid; Mrs. Selwyn reserved herself for the 
g^ntlemelo, Mrs Beaumont was* grave, and Lady 
Louisa languid. 

But, at tea, every body revived; rwe were 
Joined by the gentlemen^ and gaiety took* place 
of dulness. 

• . ' 1 4 
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Smoe I^. d» Mn LoTel sitys^ am i^doc^^ * 
I seateii apiji9alf ^puetly at a window^ and not 
Tery near tO' any bod)$ : Loi^ Merton^ Mr. Co- 
r&Aejy and Mr. Lovefly seye^ally. passed me without 
notice, and snrrounded. tHe ehair of Lady Louisa 
Laspent. X must own$ I was- rather piqued at 
&e bdiaviour o£ Mr^^Loirely as he had formerly 
known: aie.. It ish frua, I mosi moerdly despisa 
hts Ibppecyv yet £. should. h« grieved to meet 
liritfa contempt iroim axtji body. Buti I was. b^ 
no means sosry ia. find, tfaat Lord. Merton was 
distennined not to know me before Lady Louisa^ 
as- his. negleet reKered me. fbaott mach embar--* 
rassment. As> ta Mr, Cennerieyji, hia attention or 
I disvegard wese equally indilfef^Mftt t» me. Yet> 
aUogetfaer, I felt eadi*emelj^ unoomlbvtable ia 
iindingm yself considered in a ligb^ very inferior 
to the seat. "00 the company^ 

But when. Iiord Onritte' afipeavcd, tlie scene 
c&engedr; he. camie up. stairs laet, and^ seeing me 
sit alone 9 not only spoke to me dinectLy> . but 
dhmr. a ^im9; nec%l nnae^, and honosG^l me with 
biH entii^ atlei^tiiMi^ , 

Hie in^ined ^ery pa»tiouIaEty after my healthy 
and hoped I had already found benefit from the 
Bristol' air. '' How Itulf <Ud I imagine/' added 
he^ ^< when I had hs^ the pleasure of seeing 

Vol. i. pag. So. 
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you iii town, Aat ill health would^ in «> abort 
a time, hare brought yea hither! I am a3haiBed 
of myself for the satis&ction 1 feel at aeeinf; j<mp 
—^yet, how can I help it !" 

He then inqnired after ihe Minran &mily, 
and spoke of Mrs. Mirvan in terms of most just 
praise. '^ She is gentle and amiable," said he ^ 
'* a true feminine character." 

^' TeSy indeed!'' answered I; '^ and her sweet 
daughter, to say erery thing of her at oncei is 
just the daughter such a mother deserves." . 

<' I am glad of it/' said he, ^' for both their 
sakes; as such near relations iwst always re&ect 
credU or disgrace on each other." 

After this, he began to speak of the beauties 
of Clifton; but, in a few moments, he was 
interrupted by a call from the company to dis- 
cuss the affair of the wager. Lord Merton and 
Mr. Coverley, though they had been discoursing 
upon the subject some time, could not fix upon 
the thing that satisfied them both. 

When they asked tbe assistance of Lord Or- 
▼ille, he proposed that ^very body present should 
TOte something, and that the two gentlemen 
should draw lota which, from the several votes, 
should decide the bet. 

" We mu^ then bcg.tp with tbe ladies," said 
Lord Oi'ville ; and applied to Mrs. Selwyn. 

** With all n»y bean," answered slie, with 
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her usual readiness ; ^^ and^ since the genitemexi 
are not allowed to risk their necks, suppose we 
decide the bet by their keads?^* 

' " By our heads? cried Mr. CoTcrley ; ** Egadf 
I don't understand you.'^ 

^^ I will then explain myself more fully. As 
I doubt not but you are both excellent classics, 
suppose, for the good of your own memories^ 
and the, entertainment and surprise of the com- 
pany, the thousand pounds should fall to. the 
share of hinf who can repeat by heart the longest 
©de of Horace ?" 

Nobody could help laughiiig, the two gentlemen 
applied to excepted; wha seemed, each ofthem*^ 
rather' at a loss in what manner to receiye this, 
unexpected proposal. At length Mr. Coverley^ 
bowing low, said, " Will your Lordship, pleasa 
to begin?'* 

" Devil take me, if I do !'* answered his Lorff- 
ship, turning on his heel, and stalking to the 
window. 

'< Come, Gentlemen!" sq^dMrs. Selwyn-, '^ why 
do you hesitate ? I am sure you cannot be afraid 
of a weak woman? besides, if you should chance 
to be out; Mr. Lovel, I dare say, will bare the 
goodness to assist you." 

Hie laugh, now, turned against Mr. Lorel, 
whose change of countenance manifested na 
great pleasure at the traqsition. 
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'^ He, Madam !'* said he, coloring : " no, 
really I must beg to be excused." 
« Why so, Sir?" 

'* "Why so, Ma'am ! — ^Why, really, — as to that; 
— 'pon honor. Ma'am, you are rather — a little 
severe^ — for how is it possible for a man, who 
is in the House, to study the classics? I assure 
you, Ma'am," with ah affected shrug , '* I find 
quite business enough for my poor head, in 
studying politics." i ' 

" But, did you study politics at school, and 
at the uniyersity ?'* 

" At the university !'* repeated he, with an 
embarrassed look; *^why, as to that, Ma'am,-^ 
no, I can^t say I did ^ but then, what with riding, 
— and — and — and so forth, — really one has not 
much time, even at the university, for mere 
reading.'* 

" But, to be sure, Shr, you hapB read the 
classics ?** 

" O dear, yes, Ma'ara !— very often,-— but not 
Vfry — not very lately." 

*^ Which of the odes," said Mrs. Selwyn, "do 
you recommend to these gentlemen to begin 
with?" 

*< Whicb of the odes!— Iteally, Ma'am, as to 
that, I have no very particular choice, — for, to 
own the truth, that Horace was never a very 
great favorite with me.." 
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'^ In truib^ I beliere yoaP said Mrs. Selwyi^ 
Tcry drily. 

Lord Merton^ again adyancin^ into the circle^ 
with a nod and a lau^> said, ^^ OiTe yo« }ojy, 
Lovel!'* / 

Lord O^iUe next applied to Mrs. Beaumont 
for het vote. 

^^ It -would very agreeably remiad me of past 
times/' said she^ ^^ when bowing was in fashion, 
if the bet was to depend upon the best-made 
bow." 

** Egad, my Lord!'' cried Mr. Corerley, — 
** there I should beat you hollow^ for your 
Lordship nertr bows at alL'^ 

^^ And, pray Sir, de^jrou?'' said Mrs. Selwyn. 
" Do /, Ma'am!'* cried he: ''Why, only 
see!" 

'•' I protest/' cried she, " I should have taken 
iJtat for a sJirug, if you had not told me 'twas 
a bow." 

''My Lord!" cried Mr. Corerley, <^ lets prac- 
tise !"^nd then, most ridicnkMisly, they jHraneed 
about the room, makii^ bows. 

'^ We must now," said Lord OrrHle, turning 
to me, " call upon Miss Anirille." 

'' Oh, no^ my Lord !" cried I, '' kideed, I have 
nothing to propose." He would not, kowever> 
be refused, but urged me so much to say some^ 
thing, that, at last, not to make htm wait any 
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longer » I yemtured to propoee an eilemporecouplet 
upon some given sdblecl. 

Mr; Oyf eriey. intfandj made me a bow, or, 
accordjng to Mrs. Sehrjn, a thmg ; crjtog^ 
** Tbank y<m, Ma'am; egad^ dial's mjfori!^^ 
Why, my Lord^ the Fates seem against yoo." 

Lady Louisa wa»then applied to; and every 
lK>dy seemed eager to bear her opimon. ** I 
don't know what to say, i dedare^" cried slie> 
affectedly; " can't you pass me?'* 

^' By no means P' said Lord Merton. 

^* Is it possible your Ladyship can make so cruel 
a retq[iiest?" said Mr. Lovel. 

^' Egad/' cried Mr. Goverley, ''if jpor Lady- 
ship does not help ua in this dilemma, we shall 
be foreed to return to- our phaetona^" 

" Oh,'* cried Lady Loma, screaming, ** yon 
frightful creetore, yov ! how can you be so abo* 
minable?" 

I believe this trifling lasted near half an hour; 
when, at length, every body being tired^ it waa 
given up, and she said she would consider against 
atiother time. 

Lord Orville noiw caQad upon Mr. Lovely 
who^ after about ten minutes deliberation, pro- 
posed^ with a most important face, to deter- 
mine the wager by who should draw the longest 
straw ! 

I hod ttttdh dxfficnky to forbear laughing at 
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this unmeaQiiig scheme '^ but saw^ to tof great 
surprise^ not the least change of countenance in 
any other person : and/ since we came home, 
Mrs. Selwjn has informed me^ that to dra§49 
straws is a feshion *of betting by no means un- 
common ! 

Good God ! my dear Sir, does it not seem as if 
money were of no Talue or senrice ; since those 
who possess, squander it away in a manner so 
infinitely absurd i 

It now only remained •for Lord Orville id 
speak ; and the attention of the company showed 
the expectations he had raised ^ yet, I belieTe, 
they by no means prcTented his proposal. from 
being heard with ^amaaement ; for it was no 
other than that the money should be his due, 
who^ according to the opinion of twp judges, 
should bring the worthiest object with whom to 
share it ! 

They all stared, without speaking. Indeed, I 
believe eyery one, for a moment at least, ex- 
perienced something like shame, from having 
either proposed or countenanced an extrayagance 
so useless and friyolous : for my part, I was so 
much struck and afiPected by a rebuke so noble 
to these spendthrifts, that I felt my eyea filled 
•with tears. 

The short silence and momentary reflection 
into which the company was surprised^ Mr* O^ 
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rerlej was the first to dispel^ bj saying, ** Egad, 
mj Lord ! your Lordship has a most remarkable 
odd way of taking things." 

" Faith/' said the incorrigible Lord Merton, 
'^ if this scheme takes^ I shall fix upon my Swisa 
to share with me ; for I don't know a worthier 
fellow breathing.'' 

. After a few more of these attempts at wit, tha 
two gentlemen agreed that they would settle the 
a&irthe next morning. 

' The conyersation then took a different turn, 
but I did not giye it sufficient attention to write 
any account of it. Not long after. Lord Orrille 
resuming his seat near mine, said, ^' Why is 

Miss Anyille so thoughtful?'' 

" I am sorry, my Lord," said I,- " to consider 

myself among those who haye so justly incurred 

your censure*" 
'^ My censure ! — you amaxe me f ^ 
" Indeed, my Lord, you haye made me quite 

ashamed of myself, for haying giyen my yote s<^ 

foolishly, when an opportunity offered, if, like 

yoar Lordship, I had had the sense to use it, of 

diowing some humanity." 

• *' You treat this too seriously," said he, — 

smiling^ " and I hardly know if you do not 

now mean a rebuke to me.'^ 

. " To you, my Lord T* ' 
<' Kaj^ who are most descrying of it, those 
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-who adapt the conT^rsation to tbe compattj, oi^ 
those who affect to be superior to it?" 

'^ Oh, my Lord! who else would do you so 
little justice ?"' 

" I flatter myself," answered he, '' that, in 
fact, your opiuioxL and mine, in this point, are 
the same, though you condescended to comply 
with the humor of the company: it is for me, 
therefore, to apologise for so unseasonable a 
gravity, which, but for the particular interest 
that I now take in die aiairs of Lord Merton, 
I should not hare been so officious to display." 

Such a compliment^ as this could ' not fail ta 
reconcile me to myself; and, with reyiyed 
spirits, I entered iato a conversation, which 
he supported with me till BIrs, Seiwyn's car* 
riage was announced, and we returned home. 

During our ride, Mrs. Selwyn Very much sur- 
prised me, by asking if I thought my health 
would now permit me to give up iny morning 
walks to the pump^room^ for the purpose of 
spending a week at Clifton? ^ for this poor 
Mrs. Beaumcmt," added she, ^^ is .so eager to 
hare a discharge in foil of her debt to me,* that, 
out of mere compassion^ 1 am induced to listen 
to her : besides, she has always a house full of 
people ; and though they are chiefly fools and 
coxcombs, yet there is some pleasure in cutting 
them up.** 
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I begged I might not, by any means, prerent 
her following her inclination, as my health was 
now Tery well established. And so, my dear 
Sir ! to-morrow we are to be^ actually, the guests 
of Mrs. Beaumont. 

I am not much delighted at this scheme ; for, 
greatly as I- am flattered by .the attention of Lord 
OrTille, it is not very comfortable to be neglected 
by eyerybody else : besides, as I am sure I owe 
the particularity of his dTility to a generous feel* 
ing for mji situatbn, I cannot expect him to sup« 
port it, so long as a week. 

How often do I wish, sincie I: am absent from 
you, thai I was undex tbe protection of Mr8« Mir- 
▼anl Itis^tcuei Mrs. Selwyn is yery obligin^^ 
and, i^ ew&Bj reqract, . tre^ats me as an equal ; 
but she is^cotttonted mih- bekaying well herself, 
and dees« not, with a distinguishing, poCtenessi 
rajge ^md supfort me with others. Tet I mean 
not to blame her, for I know she is sincerely mj 
friend y hut the fact is, she is herself so much 
ocGupJed in CQUTersation, when in company, that 
die has neither leisure nor thought to attend to 
the silent. 

WeU,. I must take my chance! — but I knew 
not, till npw, how reqiaiate ace birth and for« 
twe to the attainment of respcK^t and ciYility^ 



y Google 



4d SEVZLHTA. 



LETTER IV. 



ttZLnXA IN COKTIKUATIOK. 



Clifton, Sept. aoih. 

HERE lam^ my dear Sir!— under the same 
roof, and inmate of the same house, as Lord 
Oryille! Indeed, if this were not the case, my 
situation would be yery disagree^le^ as you 
will easily believe, when I teU you the light 
in which T am generally considered. 
' '* My dear/' said Mrs. Selwyn} " didyoueyer 
before meet with that egregious fop, Loyd?" 

I yery readily satisfied her as to. my ac-r 
quaintance ynth him. 

'* Oh, then!" said she, '* I am the less 8ur« 
prised at his illnature ; since he has already 
injured you.**. 

I begged her to explain herself; and then she 
told me, that while Lord Oryille was speaking 
to me. Lady liOuisa said, to Mr. Loyel, « '^. do yott 
kn6w who that is?** 

" Why, Ma'am, no! 'pon honor!" answered 
be, ^^ I can't absolutely say I doj I only know 
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she is a kind of a toad-eater. She made lier' 
first appearance in that capacity last spring, 
-when she attended Miss Miryan^ a joung ladj 
of Kent}' 

How cruel is it, my dear Sir! to be thus ex- 
posed to the impertinent suggestions of a man 
who is determined to do me ill offices! Lady 
Louisa may well despise a toad-eater', but, thank 
heaven ! her brother has not heard, or does 
not credit, the mortifying appellation. Mrs. Sel- 
wyn said she would advise me to pay ir^ court 
to this Mr. Loyel. 

'' For," said she^ '' though he is malicious^ 
he is fashionable, and may do you some harm 
in the great world.'* 

But I should disdain myself as much as I do 
him, were I capable of such duplicity as to flat* 
ter a man whom I scorn and despise. 

We were receired by Mrs. Beaumont with 
great civility, and by Lord Orville with some* 
thing more: as to Lady Lcmisa, she scarcely 
perceived that we were in the room. 

There has been company here all day; part 
of which I have spent most happily; for after 
tea, when the ladies played at cards. Lord Or- 
ville, who does not, and I, who cannot play, 
were consequently at oiir own disposal*, and 
then his Lordship entered into a conyer^ation 
wilh mej which lasted till supper-time. 
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Almost iiiBeiisibly, I find the constraint-^tlifr 
reserve, I haye been vronjt to feel in hb pre-^ 
sence,. wear away; the politeness^ the sweetness, 
with which he speaks to me, restore all my 
natural cheerfolness, azid make me almost as 
easy as h^ is himself; and the more so, as, if 
I may judge by his looks^ I aim. rather raised 
than sunk of late in his opinion.. 

I asked him bow the bet was^ at last,, to be 
decided? He told me, that, to bis great satis- 
Action, the parties bad been, preyailed upon to 
lower the sum from one thousand to one hun^ 
dred pounds ; and that they had agreed it should 
be determined by a race between two old women^ 
one of which was to be chosen, by each side, 
and both were to be proved more than eighty 
years of a^^e, though, in other respects, strong 
and healthy as possible- 

When I expressed my surprise at this eijtra* 
ordinary, method of spending so much money, 
" I am charmed," said be, "|at the novelty of 
meeting with one so unhacknied in. the world, 
as not to. be yet influenced by custom, to forget 
the use of reason : for certaih it is, that the pre- 
valence of fashion makes the greatest absurdities 
pass uncensured, and the mind naturally, accom- 
modates itself even to the most ridiculous im« 
proprieties, if they occur frequently." 

^' I should have hoped," said I, ^Uhat tho 
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liumane proposal, made yesterday by yourLord* 
sbip, would have had more effect.'* 

" Oh!" cried he, laughing; *i I was so far 
from expecting any success, that I shall think 
myself yery fortunate if I escape the wit of 
IMr. Coverley in a lampoon ! yet I spoke openly, 
because I do not wish to conceal that I am no 
iriend to gaming.** 

Afler this, he took up the New Bath GuiJe, 
and reaid it with me till supper-time. In our 
way down stairs. Lady Louisa said, '* I thought, 
brother, you were engaged this eTcning?** 

" Yes, sister," answered he, '* and I hav€ 
been engaged." And he bowed to me with an 
air of gallantry that rather confused me. 



September a3d. 

Almost insensibly have three days glided on 
since I wrote last^ and so serenely, that, but for 
your absence, I could not hare formed a wish. 
My residence here is much happier than I had 
dared expect. The attention with which Lord 
Oryille honors me is as uniform as it is flattering, 
and seems to result from a benerolence of heart 
that proyes him as much a stranger to caprice 
as to pride ; for, as his particular ciyilities. arose 
ftam a ^£eneroas resentment at seeing- me 
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neglected^ so will thej, I trusty continue^ as long 
as I shall in any degree deserre them. 1 am 
now not merely easy, but eren gay in his presence : 
-^such is the effect of true p^oliteness^ that it 
banishes all restraint and embarrassment. When 
we walk out, he condescends to be my con»- 
panion, and keeps by my side all the way we 
go ; when we read, he marks the passages most 
wjorthy to be noticed, draws out' my sentiments, 
and favors me with his own; at table, where 
he always sits next to me, be obliges me by a 
thousand nameless attentions; while the distin- 
guishing goodbreeding, with which he treats me, 
prevents my repining at the visibly-felt supe- 
riority of the rest of the company. A thousand 
occasional meetings could not have brought us 
to that degree of social freedom, which four 
days spent under the same roof have insensibly 
been productive of: and, as my only friend in 
this house, Mrs. Selwyn, is too much engr(t>ssed 
in perpetual conversation to attend much to ms. 
Lord OrviUe seems to regard me as a helpless 
strainer, and, as such, to think me entitled to 
his good offices and protection. Indeed, my 
dear Sir, I have reason to hope, that the de* 
predating opinion he formerly entertained of me 
is succeeded by one infinitely more. partiaL— 
It may be that I flatter myself; but yet his looks, 
ids attentionsi his desire of drawing «ie into 
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eonyersation, and his solicitude to oblige me,— 
all conspire to make me hop A do not: in short, 
my dearest Sir, these last four happy days would 
repay me for months of sorrow and pain! 
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LETTER V. 

KVEUNA IN CONTINUATION. 



difton^.Sept. 34ili. 

THIS mormng I came down stairs very earljr^ 
and^ supposing that the family would not as* 
semhle for some time, I strolled out^ purposing 
to take a long walk, in the manner I was wont 
to do at Berry Hill, before break&st. But I 
had scarce shut the garden-gate, before I was 
met by a gentleman, who, immediately bowing 
to me, I recollected to be the unhappy Mr. Ma- 
cartney. Very much surprised, 1 curtsied, 
and stopped till he came up to me. He was 
still in mqurniug, but looked better than whea 
I saw him last, though he had the same air of 
melancholy which so mucb struck me at first 
sight of him. 

Addressing me with the utmost respect, '^ I 
am happy. Madam," said he, ^^ to have met with 
you so soon. I came to Bristol but yesterday, 
and have had no small difficulty in tracing you 
to Clifton. 
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*** Did you Ilbow, then^ ofmjheimg heteT* 

'^^ I did^ Madam; the solb moUye of my jottr*- 
Bey was to see you. I hare been to Berify Hill, 
aad there I had my intelligence, and, at the 
same time, the nnweloome information of your 
ill health. 

*^ Good God ! Sir,-— and cfin you possibly b^ve 
taken so much trouUe?" 

*^ Trouble 1 Oh^ Madam, could there be 
any, to return you, the moment I bad the 
power, niy personal acknowledgements for your 
goodness?" 

I then inquired after Madame Duval, and the 
Snow'-hill .family. He told me, they were all 
well, and that Madame Duval proposed soon 
returning to Paris. When I congratulated him 
upon looking better, '* It is yourself, Madam,^' 
said he, " you should congratulate; for to your 
humanity alone it may now be owing that I 
exist at all." He then told me that his a flairs 
were now in a less desperate situation, and that 
he hoped, by the assistance of time and reason, 
to accommodate his mind to a more cheerfi.) 
submission to his fate. ^' The interest you so 
generously took in my affliction," added he> 
'^ assures me you will not be displeased to hear 
of my better fortune; I was therefore eager to 
acquaint you with it." He tben told me, that 
bis friend, the moment he had received his 
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letter^ quitted Ppiris, and flew to gire bim his 
penooal atststanoe and consolation. With a 
beaTy heart he acknowledged, he accepted it; 
''but jet/' he added, ''I hav€ accepted it, and 
ther^cHne, aa hoand equally by duty and honor» 
my first step was to hasten to the bene&ctiieaa . 
of my distress, and to retam,'^ presenting me 
something in a paper, '' the only part of my 
obligations that cam be returned^ — £c>r the rest, 
I have nothing but my gratitudie to^ offer, .and 
must always be coAtented' tb consider myself 
her debtor." 

I congratulated him most sincerely upon his 
dawning prosperity, but begged he would toot 
deprive mp of the pleasure of being his friend, 
a^d declined receiving the money tiff his aflairs 
were more settled* 

While this point was in agitation, I heard 
Lord, Orvple's voice, inquiring of the gardener 
if l^e had seen n^e? I immediately opened the 
garden-gate, and his Lordship, advancing to me 
with quickness, said, '' Good God; Miss Anville! 
have you been out alone? Breakfast has been 
re<M)y> some time, and t have been round the 
garden in search of jou." 

" Tour tiordsbip has been very good," said 
I J " but I hope you have not waited;** 

" Not waited!" repeated he, smiling, " Do 
you think we could sit down quietly to break-^ 
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ftftt, wtK *c i*Ra ibai ^ou had run wny fi om 
«is? But eoiwe/* <rffefin^ to hairf me, " i£ wA 
de tiot retafw^ they *i^iH suppose / am mA 
Away too; an* tbey very nkturailj^ may, as 
they ktiow the' attraetion of die magnet that 
draws me.'* 

" I ^dB eome, my Lord,** said T, rathei* cm^* 
barrassed, ^' m two minutes.^ Theu, turtaitig 
<o Mv. Macartney, with yet more embarrass- 
ment, I wished kirn good mommg. 

He adranced towards- the garden, with the 
paper sliU in his hand.^ 

** Wo>. no/' cried I, " some other time.^' 
'' May r then, Mad^tm^ hav^ the honor 6t 
seeing you again T* 

I did not' dare take the liberty of inyiting any 
lM>dy to th^ house of Mrs. Beaumont, nor yet 
had I Atxi prtsstade of iniad to mdiVe an excuse; 
and, diereftre, not knowing how to refuse him, 
I said, ^ Perhaps you niay be this Way again 
lb-morrow'mOrning,-^DLd I belidve I shall walk 
out before breakfiaisu" 

fie bowed,' and went away; while I, turning 
again to' Lord OMlle, saw hb countenance so 
much altered, that I was frightened at what I' 
had sb hastily* said. He did not again ofler mo 
his hand, but walked, silent and slow, by my' 
^de. Good heaven! thought T^ what may he 
not suppose from this adventure ? May he not, 

e 2 
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by m7 desire of meeting Mr. Macartaej to-mop» 
row, imagine it was bj design I walked out tp 
meet him to-day ? Tormented by this appner 
bension, I determined to ayail myself of the. 
freedom which his behaviour since I came hither 
has encouraged} and, since he 'would not as)k 
any questions, begin an explanation myself. I 
therefore slackened my pace, to gain tim^, and 
then said, '^ Was not your Lordship surpris^ 
to see me speaking with a jstranger?" 

^' A stranger!" repeated he-, ^^is it possible 
that gentleman can be a stranger to you?'' 
, " No, my liord," — ^said I, stammering, ^ not 
j^ inel — but only it might looK — h^ might 
seem — " 

" No^ belieye me I" said he, with a forced 
smile, '^ I could neyer suppose Miss Ai^yiUe 
would make an appointment widx.a stranger." 

'^ An appointment, my Lord {"-repeated I, 
coloring riolently. 

** Pardon me, Madam!" answered, he, "^but. I 
thought I had heard one." 

I. was so much confounded, that I could not 
speak y yet, finding he walked quietly on, I could 
not endure he should make his own interpreta- 
tion of my silence 3 and therefore, as soon as I 
recoTcred from my surprise, Isaid,'' Indeed, my 
Lord! you are much mistaken,'.— Mr. Macartney 
had particular business with me — and I could 
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i^ot,— ^I knew not bow to refiue seeing him,— • 
but, indeed, my Lord — ^I bad not, — ^be bad not," 
— 1 stammered so terribly that I could not 
go on. 

'' I am irery sorry," said be, gravely, " tbat 
I baye been so unfortunate as to distress you; 
but I sboidd not bare followed you, bad I not 
imagined you Were merely walked out for tbe 
air." 

*' And so I was!" cried I esgerly, '* indeed^ 
my Lord, I was! My meeting with Mr. Macart- 
ney was quite accidental; and if your Lordsbip 
thinks there is any impropriety in my seeing 
him to-morrow, I am rcttdy to giye up that 
intention." 

^' if /think !" said he, in a tone of surprise; 
'^ surely Miss Anyille most best judge for herself! 
surely she eannot leave the arbitration of a point 
so delicikte, to one who is ignorant of ail the 
circumstances' which attend it?" 

'< If,". said I, '< it was worth your Lordship's 
time to hear them,-^yott should not be ignorant 
of the etVGum^tances which attend it." 

^* 'Che 'sweetness of Miss Anville's disposition," 
said he, in a softened voice, '^ I have long ad- 
mired, and the offer of a communication which 
does me so much honor, is too grateful to me 
not to be eagerly caught at:" 
:« Just then, ^ Mrs. Selwyn opened, the parlopr 
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wii»doir, and our Mimei«fttipii mitA. 1 ww 
rallied upon vj pMrfoti for $oliliirj w^iUae^^ 
but no qjiesiioiis weve Jasked we. 

When breakfast waa oyer^ I boped to htam 
bad some oppoi^hiiiify 'Of apaakii^ wbh Lord 
prviUe; but Lord Mcrton and MrXoT«fkej ewaid 
ia, and insisted vfon Itia o^iuioii ' 4)f tbe'spfA 
tbiey had .fixed op^m for tbe ^ lyMMieft'^ x^oe* 
The ladies declared they would be of the pwij^ 
and^ accordtbgljy iMe aU weiit^ 

The raee is to be mn in 9fm. l^eAwnfot'a 
fardeii; tk« two geiitlesttan a^ne as tioi^ioMS aa if 
l)i«ir jonat Utcs depeoBided u|ii>|i il. Thf j bare^ 
at kngih, fijied uppo iol^€)(:tfl(, bi!^t have foiuu) 
great difficulty in persuading them to {^cba^ 
runnings in order to trytbetr strength. This 
grand affiur ia to be deioUiBd nm.i Thiirsday* 

Whenwierciiiroed io tbe bPi^i the 4$nUf»c^ 
of more company atiU piteyent^ my JiaTinig any 
conyersation i\ith Lord OrviUe« I "wbb very 
miich chagrined, as I ksaw he yras ^igaged at 
the H^wftsUs in the afternoon. Sei^ngi thereto 
fore, no probability of ispeaksng to bifH h^fora 
the time of my mealing Mr. Haeartoay arfiTed, 
I determined that, rather than risk bis ill opi* 
iiion> I woldd leare Mr. Macartney tahii wwm 
anggeationa. 

Tet,. when I refleaied upon his peculiar siloi-^ 
atioB^ htt poverty, hia sadness, and, more tbau 
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all tlie reaH, the ideal 4iiew fab enterCaiaed of 
wbat be calls liit obUgatfodb to ne» I covld not 
resoWe upciki a breach of pirottiiae, which night 
be aiivibiited to causes of all olhen the most 
offehsive lo one whom misforttine has made ex- 
tremc^ly vospicioiift t^f aligfata and contempt. 

After the meal uneasy oonaideration, I at length 
detettoined open writing an extese, wkicfa wobld^ 
atoncOy eaye me from teMier meeUng or affi»n(« 
ing hxm: I dierefore begged Mrift. Selwyn't lea^e 
to fleiei^ her flaam to the Hotweli^ which she iar 
atandy granted^ and then I Wrote the foHowiiig 
note. 

tt> MH. xacahiMt; 
Sib, 
As it will not be in my p6we^ to V^klk out 
to-morrow morning, I Vould by nb m'e^nd giVe 
you the trouble of coming to Clifton, t hojpe, 
however, to hare the pleasure of ^eing you 
before you c^tiit Bristol, t km, 

\ ^^' 

Tocir dbedielkt e^rram^ 

EtELIKA ANVrLLB. 

I deaif«d the aerraat to inquire at the |^uni|i- 
room where Mr. Maeartn^y lired, and rMuraed 
to the parlouTt 

c 4 
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As^ soon as the compdiij dispersed^ tlie tadtes 
retired to dr^s* I then, unexpectedly^ found 
mjoeir alone. with Lord Onrille^ who, the mo- 
ment I rose to foUow Mrs. Selwjn, advismc^d to 
me, and said, '^ Will • Miss Anyille pardon my 
impatience, if I remind her of the promise she 
was so good as to make me tbis^mprning ?" 

I stopped, and would have returned to mj 
seat, hut, before I had time, the senrants came 
to lay the ' cloth, fie retreated^ aitol weilt to- 
-wards the. window; and while I was considering 
in ^^hat manner to begin, I could not help asking 
myself what rigJit I had to communicate xhfi 
affairs of Mr. Macartney j and I doubted whether^ 
t^ clear myself from one act of imprudence, I 
had not committed another. 

Distressed by ibis reflection, I thought it best 
to quit the roqm, and give myself some time for 
consideration before I spoke; and therefore, only 
raying I must hasten to dress^ I ran up stairs.; 
— rather abruptly, I pwn; and so, I fear. Lord 
Orville must think; yet what could I do? un- 
used to the situations in which I find myself, and 
embarrassed by the slightest difficulties, I seldom^, 
till too Tate, discover how I ought to act. 

Just as we were all assembled to dinner, 
Mrs. Selwyn's man, comipg .into the: p^loui», 
presented to, me a letter, and said, ^^l<^9m'l fin4 
out Mr. Macartney, Madam; hut the poatr^ 
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I -ym^B estvemelj ashamed of this poblie mes- 
sage; ' and,' meeting Uie eyes- of Lord Orrille, 
which were earnesdy fixed- «on me, my confosioii 
redoubled, and I knew not. which way to look 
All dinner time, he was as silent as myself, and 
the moment it was in my power, 1 1^ the table/ 
and went to my own^room. Mrs. Selwyn piesently 
followed me, and faerquestlona obliged me to 
own almost afi the particniars of my acqoaintance 
with Mr. Macartney, in order to excuse my 
writing to him. She said it was a most romantie 
affair, and spoke her sentiments, with great se- 
yerity, declaring that she had no doubt but he 
was an adventarer and an impostor. 

And now, my dear Sir, I am totally at a loss" 
what I bight to do : the more I reflect, *the more 
sensible I- am of •the niter impropriety, nay, 
treachery, of reyealing the story, and publishing . 
the misfortunes and poverty o( Mr. Macartney; 
who has a|i undoubted right to^ my secresy and 
discretion^ and whose letter charges me to re- 
gard his c6mmunication as sacred: — and yet, 
the appearance of mystery, — perhaps something 
worse, —^ which this affair must have to Lord 
Oryille, hii seriousness, and the promise 1 have 
Kbade him, are inducements scarce to he resisted 

c5 
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for trusting lum, witk^lhe.opeiuieM he has 
reason to expect from me. 

I am efaalljr distressed^ too, wketlwr or not 
I should see Mr. Macartney to-mcurvow mcMningk 

Ob, Sar^ eonid I bow be enUghtaoed by jonr 
counsel; from vbat aaxiety bdA pei^exity should 
I be reBeTedl 

But nO;*»^I ougbt 9ol to betvay lir. MacartT 
aey; aad I will not f&rStii a confidence, whiek 
would neTtr ba^e been refMSed in me, bnl from 
a reUancQ upon my honor which I should blush 
to find myself unwosthy of. Sesifeus as I am 
of the good opinion of L^rd OnriUe, } will en^ 
devour to ^c% aa if I was guided by your advice^ 
fltnd, laajtiog it my sole aim t\o. ieUserve it, leare 
to time and ta &te my success or disappoint^ 
«ient. 

Since I Veve Corned thi& resolution, my mind 
is, more sit^a^) but I wlU not finish mj lettes 
tiU the. aSair i^ decided. 

Sept. 25tE. 

I rf>se yery early this morning, and^ after a 
tiiousand diffisrent. plans^ Aot being able to re* 
solve upon giinn^ poor Mr. Macartne]^ leave ta 
suppose I neglected him^ I ibxiught it incumbent 
upon me to keep my word, since he had no.t 
received my letter-, I therefore determined ta 
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make my own apologies, nOt to Blsy wiih him 
two minutes^ and to excuae mjself from meeting 
faim any more. 

Yet, uneertain whether I was wrbiig or right, 
it Was widi fear and trenlbling that I opened 
the ^arddn-gate^^ddge, tl^en, of itiy feeling, 
when the first object I saw Was Lord Orrilid I 
-^fae, too, looked extremely diicoacertedy and said, 
in a hesitating manner, " Pardon me, Madam! 
-~I did not intend,-*-! did not imagine you 
wonld have been here so soon— or,-— or-^I 
wonld not have come." — ^And then, with a has^ 
bow, h^ passed me, and ph>eeeded to the 
garden. 

I was scarce aide td stand, so greatly did 
I feel myself shocked; bat, u^n my saying, 
almost inyolaiitarily, " Oh,4ny Lord!''— ho 
tmriied hat\, and, after a shoH pttvse, said, 
** DM yon speAk ib me, Mddtfin?" 

I cotdd not iteinediately aii^er; I seenked 
eh6ked, and was even feroed to support my^tt 
by the garden-ginte. 

' Jj&rd Oreille, soon reeoYeriKg ki^ dignity, 
skid, '' I Inf^w Hbt hoW to apotogide fitfr beiftg, 
jtt6f BOfw, at this place ;^^and I cannot inime-^ 
diately,»-^il W^«?r,— cledr myself from the itikpu^ 
IMbn of Mp«fftinent curic^sity, to which I fea^ 
yon wiU*at«rib(ite it: howeyfT, at pre^nl, 1 
wili only inlreat your pardon, without delainiaq(( 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



yoH dny longer." Again be bowed^ - and left me 
— ^For some moments, I remained fixed to the 
same spot^ and in tbe same position, immoTeablj 
as if I had been transformed to stone. Mj first 
impulse was to call him back, and instantly tell 
him the whole a£Pair^ but I checked this desire, 
though I would baye gi^en the world- tOihaye 
indulged it^ something like. pride aided what I 
thought due to Mr. Macartney, and I determined 
not only to keephb secret, but to delay any sort 
of explanation, till Lord Ondlle should conde-* 
soend to request it.. 

Slowly be walked^ and before be entered the 
bouse, he looked back, but hastily withdrew bi» 
eyes, upon finding I obserred him.. 

Indeed, my dear Sir ! yoti cannot easily ij|ia- 
gine a situation more uncomfortable than mine 
W9S^at that tidier to be suspected by Locd Or- 
yille of any clandestine aqtions wounded my 
sovl'j I was too much discomposed to wait for 
Mr. Macartney ^ nor, jn trutb^ could I endure 
to have the design of my staying, so well known., 
Y^t Iiyas so extrei^ely agitated, that I could 
hardly .move ^ and, I baye reason to belieycj^ 
Loid OryiUe> Irom the parlour-window^ saw 
me totteiing along ; for, befoi?e I bad taken fiye 
aleps^ be came out^ and, hastening to; meet iqe^ 
daid, ^^ I lear you. are not well ^ pray, allow me/^ 
offering bis arm, . <^ to assist you J' 
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'* No, my Lord!" -said I, With all the rewj 
lution I could assume ; yet I was affected by an 
attention at that time so little expected^ and 
forced to turn away my head to conceal my 
emotion. 

" Yon must P* said he, with earnestness, "in- 
deed, you must!-^I am sure you are jiot well j 
•^—refuse me not the honor of assisting you!'* 
and, almost forcibly, he took my hand, and 
drawing it under his arm, obliged me to lean 
upon him. That I submitted was partly the 
effect of surprise at an earnestness so uncommon 
in Lord Oryille, and partly that I did not, just 
then, dare trust my voice to make any objec-* 
tion. 

When we came to the house, he led me into 
the parlour, and to a chair, and begged to know 
if I would not have- a glass of water. 

" No, my Lord! I thank you," said I; '*I am 
perfectly recovered;" and, riaing, I walked to 
the window, where, for some time, I pretended 
to be occupied in looking at the garden. 

Determined as was I to act honorably bji 
Mr. Macartney, I yet most anxiously wished 
to be restored to the good opinion of Lord 
Onrille; but his silence,, and the thd^htfulneMI 
of his air, discouraged me from speaking. 

My situation soon grew disagreeable and em- 
barrassing, and I resolved to return to my chain-- 
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}fer till breakfaf t was ready. To femain hmgtr, 
I feared) might aeetti asking for hb inquiries; 
and I was sure it would ill becdme me to be 
more eager to speak^ than he was to hear. 

Just as I reached the door, turning to me 
hastily, he said, '' Aire yoU g6ing, Miss Anville ?" 

*^ I ami my Lord," answered I ; yet I stopped. 

** Perhaps to return to — ^but I beg your par- 
don ! '^ Hd spoke with a degree of agitation that 
made me readily comprehend he meant to the 
garden, and I instantly said, '^ To my own 
room, my Lord 1" And again I would have 
gone \ bnty cdnridced by my answer that I un- 
derstood him, I beliey^ he was sorry for the 
insinuation^ he approached me with a yery serious 
air, though, at the same time he forced a apiile^ 
and sbiid, '' I know not What eyil genius pursues 
me this morning, but I seem destined to do ot 
lo say something I ought not : I am so much 
ashamed of ioiyselj^ that I can scarce mAttil your 
' forgireness.'' 

'< My ibrlgiyene*! my Lord?" cried I, abashed^ 
rather Ihan elated by his oondescension, " surely 
^<m cannot-*«*you are not serious V* 

^' InAeed, nevermore so^ yet, if I may be my 
own tnterjAretcr, Miss AnTille's covntenenee pi^ 
nounces my pardon.^ 

" I know not, my Lord, how any one can />flr- 
d^n^ who hast never been offended*'^ 
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'' Ton are teiy good; yet I conid expect no 
less from a sweetness of diqiotition ifhidt baffles 
all comparison: ^iil jou not think I am aa 
inbroacber; and that I uke advantage of your 
goodness^ shoold I once more remind you of the 
promise yon Toucbsafed me yesterday?'' 

** TSoj indeed 1 oH tbe contrary, I shaU b« Terj 
bappy to acqpiit myself in yoor Lordship's opi* 
nion.'* 

** Acquittal you i^ed not," said he, leading 
me again to the -window^ ^xyct I own my cu- 
riosity is strongly excited." 

When I was seated, I found myself much a| 
a loss what to say, yet, ^afier a short silence^ 
assuming all the courage in my power, ^^ Will 
yon not, my Lord," said I, ** think me trifling 
and capricious, should I own I have repented 
the prcMnise I made, and should I intreat your 
I^ordship not lo insist upon my strict performanee 
of it?*— I spoke so hastily, that I did not^ at tbo 
time, consider the impropriety of what I said." 

Afl he wa^ entirely siltet, and profoundly at-* 
tenttve, I continued to- syeak without interrup-^ 
tion. . 

^' If your Lordshiqp^ by any other means, knetir 
the cifcumstiincea atlendipg my acquaintance 
with Ma. macartney, I am most sure, you woul^ 
yourself disa|^OTe> mj relating them. He ,i& ^ 
gpi^tleivm^^ ai^d baa lieen^Very upfortjiinate^-^bu^ 
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I am not,^— I thinly— at liberty to say more; yet 
I am sure, if lie knew your Lordshipf wished to 
hear any particulars of his affairs, he would 
readily consent to my acknowledging them,— - 
shall I, my Lord, ask his permission?" 

*rHi8 affairs!" repeated Lord Ofrille; "by 
no means; I have not the least curiosity about 
them." 
- " I beg your Lordship's pardon, — ^but, indeed, 
I had understood the ijontrary,** 

^' Is it possible, Madam, you could suppose 
the affairs of an utter stranger can excite my 
curiosity ?" 

The gravity and coTdness with which fae asked 
this question, Tery much abashed me ; but Lord 
Orrille is the most delicate of men, and, pre- 
sently recollecting himself, he added^ ** I mean 
not to speak with indifference of any friend of 
your*s, — far from it; any. such will always com- 
mand my good wishes : yet I oVn I am rather 
disappointed ; and, though I doubt not the justice 
of your reason, to wh*ich I implicitly submit, 
you must not wonder, that, when updn the point 
of being honored with your confidence, I should 
feel^he greatest regri^ at findiiag it withdrawn." 

Do yott think) terj dear Sir, I did aot,' at 
that moment, recjutre all my resolution to ^uard 
me from frankly tilling liim' whaterer he wished 
to hear? yet I rejoice that I did not; *fbr>. 
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•added \o ttke aclvs^l wrong I should ha^er done; 
Lord Orville. I^imBelf^ whea he had.l^eard^ 
would; I am surei hs^y^ hlamed me. Fortu* 
natcdy, this thought .Qccurred to me, and I 8aid> 
*' Your Xiordship shall yourself be my judge; 
the promise -I made, thc>ugh. yoluuta^y, yrais rash 
and inconsiderate ; yet, had it concerned myself 
1 would: not haye hesitated in fvdfilling it.*, hut 
the gentleman, whoso afiiairs I should be obliged 
to relate-r-v* 

** Pardon me/* cried he, " for interrupting 
.you J yet allow me to assure you, I have not the 
•slightest desire to hq acquainted wilh his affairs^ 
further than what belongs to the motives which 
induced you yesterday morning—r." He stopped; 
but there was n6 occasion to say more. 
. '^ That, my Lord," cried I, '' I will tell yoii 
honestly. Mr. Macartney had particular busi- 
.ness with me, and I could not take the liberty 
to ask him hither." 

^^ Ai^d why not?;— Mrs. Beaumont, I am 
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M. could not, my )U>rd, think of intruding 
upon Mrs. Beaumont's complaisance ; and so, with 
the same hasty folly I promised your. Lordship^ 
I much more rashly promised to meet him." . 
'f And did you?' 

^' No, my Lordi" said I, col9ring; " J re-r 
turued before be <»ime«" 
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Again^ for some limey we 'wete kolk stlent; 
yety. unwilling tole«i<vi6 bim to reflectidnB which 
could not but be to my dinui^iitttgey I svm<- 
moned sufficient courage <o ^aj, f* There is no 
young creature, my Lor41 who so greatly 
wants, or so earnestly widies for, diesfdnceand 
assistance of her friends, as. I do; t am new to 
the world, and utiused to acting fcr mjvelf,-* 
my intehtions are never idlfuUy Uameable, yet 
I err perpetually ! — I have, hitherto, Wen blessed 
with the most affectionate of frieuda/ and, in-^ 
deed, the ablest of men, to guide and kistruct 
me up6n every occasion ;-^-4)ttt he is «O0 dis- 
lant, now, to be applied to ut the liioment I 
want his aid ; — and ^r^^^-^there is not a human 
being whose counsel I can ask.'' 

" Would to heaven!** cried he, with a coun- 
tenance from which all coldness and gt*avity 
were banished, and succeeded by the mildest 
benevolence, " that / were worthy*— and capable 
—of supplying the place of such a friend to 
MissAnvme!" 

" Ton do me 4>ut too much honoi^," said I; 
*' yet I hope your Lordship's candor,*--«^riiap8 
I ought to say indulgence, -^will^ make some 
allowance, on account of my ineiperienise, for 
behaviour jK> inconsiderate. — May I, my Lord, 
hope that you will?* 

*^ May /i" cried he, '' hope that you wSl 
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pardon the ill-grace with which I haye submit- 
ted to my disappointment? and that you will 
permit me/' kissing my hand, '^ thus to seal 
my peace?" 

'*' Our peace, my Lord!'* said. I, with revived 
spirits. 

'^ This, then," «iid he, again pressing it to 
his lips, '^ for our peace ! and now,— are we not 
friends?" 

Just then die door opened, and I had only 
time to withdraw my hand belbre Ae ladies 
Cd«ae in to breakfast. 

I hAVie been, fdl day^ the bajpfiest of hiiflua 
beings j-^o be thus reeeneikd to Lord OrviUe^ 
and yei to adliere to my resoliilion,-^what oonU 
I wash for more?— 4ie, Uk)^ has been very cheerv 
fttl, and more attentive, more ^hging to ma 
than ever. Yet heaven Ibrbtd I shoidd aguft 
be in a similar situation! for I cannot express 
bdw mud» uneasiness I have suffered from the 
fear of ineurring baa ill 4>ptnian. 

Bfril what wiil poor Mr. Maeartney think of 
me? hapi^ as I am, I much regret the ne« 
cessity I havi3 been under of disappointing 
binu 

4k4ieii, my deanst Sir. 
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LETTER VI. 



MR. VlXiUOUl TO XVSIJKA. 



Berxj-Hill, 6«pt. »8. 

DEAD to the worlds and equally insenrible 
to its pleasures or its pains^ I long since bid 
adfeu to all joy^ and de^nce to all sorrow, but 
lAkat skoold^ring from my Evelina,— sole source^ 
'to me, of all earthly felicity 1 How fArange, 
then, is it^ that the letter, in which she tells me 
she is the happiest of human hmngs, shottld give 
me the most mortal inquietude I 

Alas, my child! — that innocence, the first, 
best gift of heaven, should, of all <>th^s, be 
the blindest to its orrn danger,— *the most ex- 
posed to treachery,— ^d the least able' to defend 
itself, in a world where it is little known,, less 
Talaed, and perpetually •deceiyed ! 

Would to heaven you were here !— then^ - by 
degrees, and n^ith ^entleness^ I kiight enter upon 
a subject too delicate for distant discussion. Tet 
is it too interesting, and the situation too criti- 
cal; to allow of delay. — Oh, my Evelina, your 
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.situalion 18 critical indeed ! — yoi&r peace of mind 
10 at stake, and eyerj chance for your future 
happiness may depend upon the conduct of the 
present moment. 

Hitherto I bare forborne to speak with you 
upon the most important of all ccTncerns, the 
state of your heart: — alas, I need no informa- 
tion ! Ifaaye been silent^ indeed, but I hare not 
.been blind. 

Long, and with the deepest regret, have J 
perceiTed the ascendancy which Lord Orville 
tias gained upon your mind.^-Tou will start at 
the mention of his name, — youMrill tremble 
every word you read; — I grieve to give pain 
to my. gentle Evelina, but I dare not any longer 
spare her. 

Tour first meeting with Lord Orville was de- 
cisive. Lively, fearless, . free from all other 
impressions, such . a man as you describe him 
could not fail exciting your admiration, and the 
more dangerously, because be seemed as uncon- 
scious of his power as you of your weakness; 
and therefore you had no alarm, either from 
hia vanity or your own prudence. 

Toung, . animated, entirely ofiP your guard, 
and thoughtless of consequences. Imagination 
took the reinjB, and Reason, slow-paced, though 
•ure-footed, was unequal. to a race with so ec- 
centric and flighty a companion. How rapid 
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was ihen my Evelina's progress tbvotigh thostf^ 
vegions of fancy ^nd passion wilMl^er her new 
guide conducted her !---She saw L<Mpdi Orville atr , 
a ball^-^^and he was ike most afhiabU of imenV 
-*^8he met him again at anothev^^^and h9 had 
€»ery pirtae under hecweHf 

I mean not to depveciate the meHt* of Lord- 
Orville^ who, one mysterious instanoe alone ex^ 
ceptedy seems to haye deserved the idea yon 
firmed' of his character ; but- it^ WM* not time, 
it was not the knowledge' of his wort^, obtain^edh 
your regard", your new oomrade bad not pa-^ 
tience to waiMiy trial ; Jier glowing pencil, dip^ 
in the vivid colors of her creatiyte ideas, painted 
to yavLf at the moment of your first acquainiance, 
all the excellencies, all the good and rare qnar^ 
lities> which a great length of time and intimacy 
could' alone have really discovered. 

Ton flattered yonrsielf that your partiality*'' 
was the«fiect o€ esteem, fofonded upon a general 
love of merit and a principle of justice: and- 
your heart, which fell the sacriftoe of your ertKir, 
was- totally gone ere you suspected it was* in 
danger. 

A thousand times have L been u^n tbe point 
of showing you the per^of your situation-; bnt 
th^ same inex-pertence whichi occasioned yoni< 
mistake, I. bopcdy widt the^assistanoe of time: 
attd absence, would effect «cttre: Iifus; iwteddy 
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most uQwiUing to destroy your illiuiony while 
I dared hope it might itself contribute to the- 
restoration of your tranquillity; since your 
ignorance of the danger and force of your atr> 
tachment might possibly prevent that despon- 
dency with which young people, in similar 
circumstances, are apt to persuade themselyes 
that what is only difficult is absolutely impos- 
sible. 

But now/ since- you haye again met, and 
are become more intimate than ever, all my. 
hope from silence and seeming ignorance is at 
an end. 

Awake, then^ my dear, my deluded child! 
awake to the sense of your danger, and exert 
yourself to avoid the evib with which it threatens 
you, -<- evils which^ to a mind like yours, are 
moat^ to be dreaded-^-aecret repining, and con* 
cealed yet consuming regret ! Make a noble 
effort for the recovery of your peace, which now, 
with sorrow I see it, depends wholly upon the 
presence of Lord Orville. This effort, may^ 
indeed, be painful *, but trust to my experiencei 
when I assure you it is requisite. 

Tou must quit him ! -~ his sight is baneful to 
your repose, his society is* death to your future 
tranquillity ! Believe me, my beloved chUd, my 
heart aches for your suffering, while it dictates 
its necessity. 
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Could I flatter inysSf that Lord Orville wodd, 
indeed, be sensible of your worth, and act wkh 
a nobleness of mind which should prove it con- 
genial to his own, then would I kave my Evelina 
to the unnrolested enjoyment of the cheerful 
society and increasing regard of a man she so 
greatly admires: but thrs is not an age in which 
we may trust to appearances, and imprudence 
is much sooner regretted than repaired. Your 
health, you tell me, is much mended ^ -— can yott 
then consent* to leave Bristol?— not abruptly; 
that I do not desire; but in -a few ddys from* 
the time you receive this? I will write to^ 
Mrs. Selwyn, and tell her how much I wish ydiir 
return; and^Mrs« Clinton can take sufficient care 
of you, 

I have meditated upon erery possible «xpc- 
ciient that might tend to your happiness, ere I 
fixed upon exacting from you a complian<ie whicb 
I am convinced will be most' painful to yoti ^ 
— but I can satisfy myself in none. This will,' 
at least, be safe ; and as ta success, -^ we must 
leave it "to time. 

I am very glad to hear of Mr. Macartney's 
welfare. 

' Adieu, my dearest child ! Heaven preserve and 
strengthen you ! 

A. V. 
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LETTER Til. 



>etttjrsA VD rfft «bv. «riu nvLxies^ 

GlifuiDy S«pt. aStli. 

SWEETLY^ »ost frffeeriy, h»ve two Aays more 
passed since I wrote ^ bm I haye ^ea too aMck 
^engaged lo ht evaiet in i&j jofimal. 

To daj has been less tranquil. It Was destined 
for the deetsioB <^ the importaBt bet, ^ind has 
been prnduotive of general confiision 4hroogh«- 
trat the house. It was settled Qktti the race 
should be run at fiye o'^elodL in the aftemoon. 
Lord Merton breakfasted here, attd slaid till 
noon, ile wanted to engage the Ladies to bet oh 
JiiB 9ide, ki Aie trne spirit of gaming, witho«t 
seeing the racers ; but he eonld only prevail <m. 
Lady Lonisa, as Mrs. Selwyn said she nerer laid 
n wager against htst own wisheS; and Mrs. Bean^ 
mont would not tahe sides. As for me^ I was 
Bol' applied to: it vs impossMe for . Negligence 
%o be move pointed, than ^at of Lord Morton 
to^me, in the presence of Lady Levisa. 

But, :ja»i beforedinnar^ I happeqed to be alonn 

i 
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in the drawing-room^ "when bis Lordship sud- 
denlj returned j and; coming in with his usual 
familiarity^ he was beginnings '^ Tou see^ Lady 
Louisa^ — " but slopping shorty " Pray, where's 
every body gone ?" 

" Indeed, I don't know, my Lord." 

He then shut tb.e door, and, with a great 
alteration in his face and manner, advanced 
eagerly towards me, and said, ^' How glad I api, 
my sweet girl ! to meet you at last alone. By 
my soul t J be^an to tlunk there was a plot 
against me, for IVe n^ver been able . to have 
you a minute to mj^selfl" Aud, very freely, he 
seized my haeitd. 

I was so much surprised at this address^ after 
haying been so long totally neglected, that I could 
inake no- oth^r answer than stariug at him with 
unfeigned astoni$hmeat^ 

'^ Why, now," qontinued he, "if you Was not 
the Cruellest little angel in the world, you would 
bave belped me to some expedient : for you see 
how I am watch^ here ; Lady Louisa's eyes:are 
never off me^. ^he gives me a charming foretaste 
of the pleasures of a wife !— rhowever, it woii't 
last long." 1 , , 

Disgusted to thie grea^st degree^ I ^^empbeA 
to draw aw&y my baud, but I believie I . sh^uM 
not have succeeded, if ]VIr9* Be^uniont-hM'iHJi 
made ber iippeafanice. . SeiturAed.froHi^maijIirilh 
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the^ea.test assurance^ and said^ '^^bw. are you^. 
Ma'am ?-*-how is Laflj Louisa ?-r-jou see I can't 
lire a mooient out of the house." 

Could jmii ny dewsst ^ir^ bare belieyed it 
possible for such effrontery to be in. mask? 

Before dinner, came Mr. Goyerley, and» before. 
Bye o'clock, Mr. Loyd a^d; some olher compMiy. . 
The place marked out for the race, was a gmyel^ 
walk in Mrs. Beaumont's garden, and tbe length 
of ihe ground Iwenty yards. When we were 
summoned to the course^ the 4.wo poor old. 
women made their appearance ; thoi^gh they, 
seemed yery healthy for thei^ time of life, they 
yet looked so weak, sp infiroi, so feeble, that I 
could feel no sensation but that of |>ity -aX the 
sight : howey^, tlus wa$ not the general sense 
of the company, for they no sooner came for-, 
ward, than they were greeted with a laugh front 
efyery beholder, liord Qryille excepted, whai 
. looked yery grave during the whole ttansactioa* 
Doubtless he must b& greatly discontented at the. 
dissipated condact and extrayagauce iof a nuin, 
with whom he is soon to be so nearly con^ 
nepted. 

Fqt somci'time,, the scene wi^ tnily:ridic<ilo94;9^ 
the agitation of die parties .Qonceriied, and thci 
h^ that w^re laid upon the old. wome^, wera 
absurd beyond mejftwr^ ff^ho are- yqu for ?. 
and Whpss side am yoju^ f^\ was echoed, fvpm 
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]iii>ulk to' m0ttih by the 'wbole company. Lord 
Midrtoft aftd yir. Co^eiiey were boifa so exces- 
sively gay and noisy^ tbat I soon firand they 
klid beeii tod' !^e in ditnking \» tbeir sacceis. 
Tbey b«tnd^ wilb Ibad ltli»uls tbi^ old women 
Vd ibe rafte-gVotMd) and encouraged ibem by 
lib^l^al pM^mltei td ^eit thefiwelves. 

Wben lb« sigttal w«i» giteti l^r 4hetti to set 
oSPy tbe ]^o<M* crei^ttttei^, ^^ebhs and frigbtened, 
ran against teiteh otber^ »&d, Aeilber of tbem 
al>le to stipp0rt' tbe sboi^^ tl^i^ foodi fell on 
tbe giH»itittd. 

liord Hieirton and Vkt, €^v&tiey Hdw to tbet^ 
ae^slanee. SeatI were btt>iigkt for diem, ahd 
Aey «adi dnank i glliss i>f ivide* ^ Tliey com- 
plaia^d of beaAg mueb bifatlBed; t^y heavy and 
bdlpl«»«> ih«y had ftot beett iibk \b save them- 
^«l*tes, but fefr with thdl- Whote weight upon 
Ibe grat^i; hov^vcr, as %hi;y iffiietned equal 
Mlferei^ bbih ptfrdeiB w^te too eager to have 
1^ afiatr d^efetred. 

Agaih, thereto^, they ftbt off; a^ hobbled 
al^ng, nefarty ^en with each olbe^, for some 
time, yet frequently, and to the inexpressible 
divt^rsioti «of the <MMnpiany, Ih^y Mmnbl^d and . 
tottered>, aad Ad oon^ised h^ilbokig ^ ^' iV&f*^ 
G^m-lsyl'^^^^tkuf Metimf' rntajj; frKAn side ta 
side during Ihe whole «SWi)r. 

'2^t long tSttVp ft ftf6t i6f one of the poor 
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women dipped, mi witli great force she oame 
again to the gremidx imTelnnleriljf I sprung 
forward lo awiot her, but L^rd Merton, t^ whom 
she did not Woog^ stopped me^ eaUiag out 
'' No fiiul iday I no foul i^y !'' 

lif . Coireriey tken, repealing the same wordS| 
went himtett to help her> and insisted that the 
other should stop. A. d^te ensued; hut the 
poor creature was too niueh hurt to more, and 
declared her ntler inahilUy to make anptber 
attemfR. Mr. Covedej was quiie brutal; be 
swore al &er with umuanly rago, and seemed 
scarce able to refrain eyen from sUriking her* 

Lord Merton then, i« great rapturei aaid it 
waaa^/A^MJ^^ btttMrf Corerley contended 
that the hH was BJGtAkmul, and time should 
he. aSkiwtd for the woman to recover: UeweTer^ 
M the cM^pauy h^iug i^ajpst h^ he wes 
pronounced the loser. 

We then W«t to the dr^wiQg-fO0m> fo tea; 
after which, the evening being reumfl^aUy 
warm, we all wfdM i^u tbg.gardeot Lord 
Merton wae qui«e ri^ip^i^ and JUdy lAtm m 
high spirits; but Mr. Gorerley «ffdilft|K>Ut#d in 
▼ain to eoiiecal Ms obegifot 

A$ iUord OfwilJe waA thonghifiil end walked 
by himatAf, I mp^t^A ibftt, e» «su4> / ^h^jDhl 
pass utftiQtieed, sstd ^e left to mj ovor mo*- 
latigna^ but tbi# was not: the cese, ,ftjf i^fi 

» 3 
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Ifeiton, entirety off his guard, gtddj eqnallj 
from wine ' and anccess, waa very troublesome 
to me ; and, regardleaa of the presence of Lxdy 
Louisa, which h&herto has restrained him even 
from common civility, he attached himself to me, 
during the walk, with a freedom o£ gallantry 
that put me extremely out of coutlitenantie. He 
paid me the most high-flown compliments^ ^nd 
frequently and ibrciUy seised my hand, though 
' I repeatedly and with undissembled anger drew 
'it back. Lord Qnrilte, I saw, watched us with 
earnestness, and I^ady Louisa^s smiles were con- 
verted into looks ol disdain. 

I could not bear to be thus situated; And,, 
complaining I was dred, I quickened my pace^ 
with intention to return to the hoiise ; but Lord 
Merton, hastily following, caught my hand, &nd 
saying ike day was his ^/»; vowed he would 
not let me go. 

" You must, my Lord !** * cried I, extremely 
Worried. « 

'* You Wre the- mtost charming girl iti the 
'woiiHM,^^6aiJI he, ^* and never looked betterlh^n 
at<this moment.'! 

*' My Lord," cried Mrs. Sclwyn, advauctng 
to ua, *<^7ou doii*t coiis)de)r, thatt, the tfetier 
'Mito^Akivilleidc^, the mor^ atrikibg is tlUd'ccui- 
■frasl wiib* y<mr Lordship ;- Cberdfore, fbi* yocer 
'owi sttfie,'! vfOuU advise you not to liold ber,'* 
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"Egad, ray Lord!" Cried Mr. Covcrley, '< ' 
don't see what right you have to \he best old and 
the beait young* wovKan loo,' in the same day.'* 

" Best young woman!** repeated Mr.- Lorel; 
** ^on honor, Jack ! yoB hare made a tnost 
unfortunate speech; however, if Lady Lonisa 
can pardon yo«, — ^and her* Ladyship is all good- 
ness, I am sure nobody else can; for you have 
committed an do^ageoua solecism iii good man- 



f' And pray,. Sir!" s^ Mrs. Selwyn, ". under 
iK^hat denomination' may your ovrn speech pass?" 

Mr; Lovel, turning another way, affected not 
to hear her: arid 'MrV Coverley, bowing to Lady 
Louisa, said; '^ Her Ladyship is well acquainted 
with my devotion, — but, egad! I don't know 
how it is,"-4l bad always an unlucky turn at :an 
epigram, and aevei^ could resist a smlart play 
upon words' in -my life." > ' • :: 

*'Plray,' my Lord,'* criea , <' let go my hand I 
pray, Mrs*- Sclwyn; speak for me-" 

*< My Lord," said Mrs Sehvyn, ^ in deuining 
Miss Anville any longer,- yxiu only losie time;- 
for we arts already as , well convinced of your 
valoar:imd yonr stren^h, as if you were to hold 
ker^an.age.'' . i ... !. 

'^ My Lord," said Mrs. Beaumont, '^ T must beg 
leail« XOf ^\(^kr^ y. % know not if Lady Lopisa 
can pavdon' yoi;^^ biut, .as this young lady is at 

n i 
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mj hwl»,. I d9 Hol .fiboose l^^IiAve ber made 

^ / pttrdou him !" eiried Ludy Louisa^ '^ I de^* 
clave I att monslr^w glad to get rid oi him?"^ 

'' Egad^ mj Ijordl" cried Mr.Coveriejr, '' wbile 
jum are gracing aft a shadow, ytm'll loae a aub* 
staikcc 'y you'd heft inakd Jrowr firace n'lala you 
can/^ 

''Pray, Mr. CoyerLe j, be qmtVl said Ladj 
Louisa, peeyishlj; '' for I declare I won^t speak 
to hkn. Bkv>lhe»/' taking: hold of LcvdOiyille'a 
arm, ''wifi yon walk in with liie?*' 

^ *W6«Id to heaTca !'' cned J, fHghtfencd^ to 
see how much Lord Merton was in liqoor, '^ diat 
I, too, had a broiher f«--aiid then I should nol 
he ciposed to sach treakiiieiiti'' 

LordOryiUe, iBstaatlj. ^ttnig LadjLonisa^ 
said, ^* "Win Miss Anville alkyw tne the honor of 
taking that title?" and then, wkhont waiting fipr 
an^ answer, he disengaged me from Lord Mer-- 
ton, and, handing me to IfiaAj iJDuasa, *^he% 
ue," added he, [^ lake ccpial care of boih mj 
sisceife-,'' ai|d then, desiring her to take hold 
of one arm, and hegging me to make use of the 
other, we reached the i^ansae in a npmeink 
Lord Merton, disordered as he was^ «|temiptoA 
not to stop us« ' ' - .. 

As soon o9 yfe eo^r^ die bonse I withdvew^ 
my arm and cartsied my thanks, for'aay.hear^ 



y Google 



was too hB. for speech. Laij Louiaa, eyideally 
bort «( her hro|h(er's coodesQensioHi mod piqued 
extreme] J by. Lord Merton's heb«viourj ailenllj 
iren away her's, and, hitiiif^ h^r lips, with a 
looi of iafiuite ^xatko^^ wi^lMd svtt^nly up the 
haJJ. : 

Cord Onrille sAeA k^ V sht WQidd not (^ 
Hito the parlour? 

. '^ K#i" amweved slie» haN^hiilyy " I leaye 
you and yoiir neye sblAr together;." «ii4 lhei» 
die walked up stairs^ 

I waa quUe coAfounded at the pride and 
rodenefs of this speech. l4ord OrriUe himself 
seemed thuodersMruck,^ 1 turned (rom himj and 
went into the parlour » tie followed mie, saying, 
'^ Must I| nowy apologise to Miss AnviHe for the 
liberty of my iulerfcirence ? — or ought J to 
apologise that 1 did w>Xf as I wbh^d^ interfere 
sooner?" 

**Oh, my Lord I" cried J, with an emotion I 
eould not repress^ <' it is from you alone I meet 
with any respect, — all others treat me with iiu- 
pcrtinence or contempt!" 

I am sorry I bad not more command of my- 
self; as he had reason^ just then, to suppose I 
particularly meant his sister; which, I am sure^ 
must yery much hurt him. 

*^ Good heaven !" cried be, *' that so much 
sweetness and merit can fail to excite the lore 

o 5 
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aiid admirsldon so justly their due! I cltiiRot— 
I dare iiot elpress to you half the indigiiation I 
feel at ihts moment!'* . • 

• *' laini sorry, my Lord," said I,' more cafanly^ 
•'to haye raised it; but yet, — in a situalidn that 
calls for protection, to meet only with mortifi-^ 
teatioiiS,^-ikideed, I iaift hut SI formed ta liear 
them!" 

"My dear Mis^Anv-ille!"' cried he warmly, 
*' jillbw rns i& be your friend; think of me as if 
I were indeed your brother; and let me itttreat 
you to accept my best serriices, if j^ere is any 
thing in "which I can be so happy as to shoW 
■my regard,— my respect ^r you !*'' 
'f Befdre I had time to speak, :lhe rest of thie 
party entered' the parlousr, and, as I did not wish 
*to set? any thing more 6f Lord Merton, at least 
before he bad slept, I determined to leave it. 
LordOrville, seeing my design, said, aal passed 
^!m, "Will you go?"— "Had not I best, my 
tordf" said I. " I am afraid," said he, smiling,. 
'" since I must now speak as your brother y I am 
afraid you had; — you see you may trust me, 
' since I can adrise against my own interest." 
I then left the room, and haye l)een writing 
ever since. And methinks I can never lament 
the rudeness of Lord Merton, as it has more 
than ever confirmed to me the ^esteem bf Lord 
Orville. 
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LETTER VIII. 



IVEIilNA IN CONTINUAtKW* 

Stpt. 3oi&. 

■ OH' Sir ! -afhati a strange itteidcnt fcaye I to> 
recite ! — ^what a field of conjecture to open^! 

¥esteyda!;f erefiiiftg, we all went to an assemblj^ 
Lord Oryille presented tickets to the whold 
fsitDily, and 4ii me the lienop; to'tl^e no 'small 
surprise of' all here, t beKeve, to dance with me. 
h4t% every day ahdunds in fresh instances of his 
condescending politeness, and he now takes every 
opportanily of caUing me his friend and his 

LordMertbn ofFeved a ticket to Lady Louisa; 
But she was so much incensed against him^ that 
she refosed it with t!be atmosi disdain^ neither 
could he prevail upon her to- dance with hiqi ; 
she aat stilt the Whole evening; and deigned not 
to look at or speak to- Um. To me, her he-^ 
haviour is almost the same; for she is cold, 
distant^ and haughty^ and her eyes express the 
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greatest eonfempt. But for Lord OrnUe^ haw 
miserable would my residence here make me! 

We were joined, in the ball-room, by Mr. Co- 
▼erley, Mr. Love}, andjliOrd MerCofi, wbo looked 
as if be was doing penance, and sat all the eTcn- 
ing next to Lady Louisa^ vainly endeavouring, 
to appease her ang^r. 

Lord Orville began the minuets^ he danced 
with a young lady who seemed to engage the 
general attention, as she had npt been seen here 
before. She is pvett j, asid looks, mild, and :good- 
huqiored«^ 

^' Fray, Mr. Uml," said Lady LcHUsa, ''who 
is that?'' /'.. , . r 

<< Miss Bshwonty" Msweredi Be^ f^ die yoon^ 
heiress;, she came to iht Wells jeiurdakj*** 

Stiruck with the iMttB«» I iavohftntarily repealeil 
iti but nobody heard me» 
^<^ "Whaiisher&ttiilyr said Mf«, Bei^imont. 
*' Have you not heard of her, Ma'am?', cried 
he^ ''she is cdIj daughler and heMss of Sir 
John Belmont." 

Good heaven, hqwdid Istmrt! the name struck 
my ear like a tbondor-bQlt. Mm. Sdwyji, wha 
iitimedialely looked at me, saidy ** Be cahn, my 
dear \ and we will leairn the truth of all this.*' 

Till then, I had never imagined her to be 
tcquainted with my story ^ but she haasmte 
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•old .Hie'.t&at ihe kne^r my nvSukppy moihefr 
and waa well ittfiMnned ei the whale affair. 

Sbe aaied Mr. Loyal amnlu^ude of fa^atipns; 
and I (;albered^ inmJt Ih9 anawers^ that this joun^ 
lady wad ju9i oofn^ from abn^ad witli Sir Johtt 
Belmonly who wm a^w m Landpni. . Uiat 8bf& 
was under' tW oare of bia siBlev^ Jilrs. Palenon; 
and thaiahe wo«dd inherit a caaiiderable estati^. 

I camfeoi express tke strange feeUofa with 
wbicli I w*a agitated dmnng tbia recital. What, 
mj dearest Sir^ can it possibly mean? Bid yoi* 
ever bear of any after-marriage?-— or must 1 sup- 
pose, tbal^ wlttle'tbe lawful child ta rejected, 
another is adopted? — Iknow not what to think! 
I am bewildered with a contrariety of ideas! 

"When we came home, Mrs. Selwyn passed 
more than an hour in my room, conversing upoa 
this subject. She says that I ought instantly to 
go to town, find out my father, and have the 
affair cleared up. She assures me I haye too 
strong a resemblance to my dear though un- 
known molbor, to allow of the least hesitation 
in my being owned, when once I am seen. For 
my part, I have no wish but to act I^ your 
direction. 

I cannot giye any account of the eyemng; so 
disturbed, — so occupied am I by this subject, 
that I can think of no other. I have intreated 
Mrs. Selwyn to observe the strictest secresy, and 
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she hds {n^mked vthat^^he w3l: fiidecd, Ae 
has top i»uch 'sense to be i<}ly«coaimttnicaliye. 

Lord Oryitie took 'notice of mj ]yei^j( absent 
and silent/ but I rentifred not to en^ust him 
with the 6ause. Fortariately, hews^ riot of the 
part^ at tkd^time Mt*; I^vel -aittde the 4bieo^eif. 

Mrs. Sehr jk sayti/ that^ if joa approve tuy going 
totown^ ^he^ifviU bei^lf accompany ine; I had 
^a thousand tiflOues* rather sA ^e pl^oiectlon. of 
Mrs. Mirvan^ but^ after this offer, that^williKit 
be possible. • ;• 

- Adien, nrjr clearest Sirt I am sitre>you will 
ivrite lUHnediately, and! shall be aUimpatBenQe 
till your letter arrlyes^ . /.- 
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LETTER IX. 



XTELiKA .nr coirrtKriitioK. 



Oci. i«t. 

GOOD Go J, my dear' Sir f wBat a wotiderful 
talc have I again to relate ! — er^n yet^ I am not 
recovered from my extreme surprise. 

"Yesterday morning, as soon as I bad finislied 
my hasty letter, 1 was summohed to attend a 
walking party to the Hotwells. It consisied only 
of Mrs. Selwyn and Lord Orviller the latter 
walked by my side all the way ; and bis con- 
yersa lion dissipated my uneasiness and insensibly 
restored my sterenity. ' 

At the pump>rooin^ I saw Mr. Macartney ; 
I curtsied 10 him twice ere be would speak " 
me. When he did, I began to apologise for 
having disappointed him ^ but I did not ikid il 
very easy to excuse myself, afs Lord OrviUe's 
eyes, with an expression of anxiety that dis^ 
triessed me, tiiriied froii^-liim to 'me and me ta 
bim every word T spoke'; €otiVinced, however, 
that I bad really Uiiled with Mr. MacaFtney^ 
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I scrupled not to beg kis pardon. He was ttieir 
not merely appeased^ but eyen grateful* 

He requested me to see lii»i to-morrow : but 
I bad nottbe folly to be again guilty <^an in- 
discretion wbicb bad^ already, caused me so» 
mucb uneasiness^ and therefore I told bim^ 
frankly, tbai it wa# n^t in my powerx ^^ present,, 
to see bim but by accident; and^ to prerent 
bis being offended, I hinted to bim the reason 
1 could not receiye him as I wished to do. 
. When I bad satisfied both him and myself upon 
ibis subject^ I turned to L^rd OnriMe, and saw 
with concern the gravity of bja countenance ; 
I would have spoken t9 him, but knew not how t 
I believe, boweyeri be read my thoughts; far in . 
a little time, with a sort of ^erioua smile, be sald^ 
** Does not Mr. Macartney con^plaiu of his. 
disappointment T 

*' Hot much, my Lord.'*: 

^' And how have you appeased bim ?" Find- 
ing I hesitated what to answer, *' Am I not your 
brother?' continued bei '^ and musvl not inquire 
into your affairs'?'* 

*' Certainly, my liordf' aaidl, laughing, " I 
only wish it were better worth your Lordship'^ 
whole." 

** det ipe, then, nuk^. immediate use of my 
privikge.-^Wben shall you see Mr,. Macartney 
again?* 
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«^ liOetd, mj Lor«t, I can't tell.*' 

<^ But, *^ Jo you homw that I ihall Btol avffer 
1117 tiflir to make a piurate ag^intmeiit?" 

" Pray, nojy JLoW/' cried 1, earnciady, " nae 
that -word uo more! Indeed. yoa shock jae 
extremely.'^ « 

<' That would I not do £oc dM vKilrld/' cried 
he ; ** yet you know not ho^ wAra^ly, bowdeeply 
I am inteMsled, mat only ih all jMr comsexrfis^ 
but in all yoiur actions." v 

This speech, -*^ the iQost particular one Lord 
Orville had ever made to me, ended oar cov- 
▼ersatioti at that- thne ; ^or I vas too much struck 
by it to make any answer. 

Soon after, Mr. Macartney, m a low Toice, 
intreated me not to deny him the gtiatificatioa 
of retttfaing the money.. While he was specking, 
the yomg lady h saw yesterday at tb^ assembly 
with the lairge painty, entered the pump-room* 
Mr. JVfacartney tvamed as pale as death, his Toice 
faltered, and he seemed not to know what he saidi^ 
I was myself almost eqnafiy disturbed; by tho 
crowd of confused ideas that occurred to mCi. 
Good hearen i tboog ht I, why iho|dd he be thus 
agitated? — is it possible this can be th^ yomig 
hJty heldvfed? > ' .. ' > > 

■ 'Jw a'few«'min«dtea^^:wM».'qniaiod lhB.i||mtRpHNMins> 
and though I twice wished Mr. Macartney ;good 
inoming, he was 90 abseht hfe ^ nidt bear m«^ 
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go lETZUKA. 

We did not imxnedisitely veturn to CStllOTry as 
MUB; S^wyn^ had biisHiefls^ at a pamphleilg-shop. 
While she was locddog at some jbew poems, Loi4 
Ofrille agaki asked ine .whei 1 .shpul4 'see 
Mr.- Macartney? i ^ . = ..i 

*' Indeed, my Lord," cried I, '* I.kbow n^l, 
'but I would give th^ untT^rae fo^ a few imoinents 
conyersatiba . with 'him I" ' I sp6ke thia with a 
elimple sincenfy, and was not awar^ of the forde 
of my own words. ' ' 

" The universe J" -repeated he, " Good God, 
Miss Anvtlle, do you sliy this to me?'^ 
- "I would say it," returned I, *' to any body, 
my Lord." 

"^ I beg your pardon," said he, in a voice that 
showed him ill pleased 5 " larii answensd!" 

^* My Lfwrd)?' cvied I, "you must not.)Qdge 

hardly of -me ^ I spok« ifnawhi<erient2y ) .hxA if you 

*knew the painlbl suspense! sufiE^ -at thisi mo* 

'ment^ you would not be surprised at wfaal I hare 

• baid.'^ • ...,:"'. t.- ^ 

" And would a meeting with Mr. Macartney 
relieve you from . that suspense ?" 

^^ Tes; my Lord, two words might bie.su£^ 
:4i»w^.'^ •, -i (. I / . ;■":•.'.',* 

" Would to heaven !" cried hie, eMr d shoit 
,inwBe>:>{ t^iat'I iw«!k*e:>w<orthy to< knowtheinlim- 
!yortP^ :i'.. .'' .'^; I. ;:•: •...•:/ •; /.a. 
v *<' Wdrihy, imy tord I -^ Qh/ if that were all; 
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jour Lordship could; ask nothing I should not 
be ready to ansi/?er ! . If I were but at libertj 
to speak, I should be. pnmd of your Lordship's 
in^iries; but indeed I am not, I hate ndt any 
right to oommunicale tbe afEain of Mr. Ma-^ 
Gavtnej^-T-yoiir Lordship, cannot suppose I have .^ 

^* I will. own to you," answered he, " I inoit 
not what to suppose; yet there seems. a frankness 
eren id your mystery^ -^ and suck • an \ aic^ of 
openness in your countenance, that I am witting 
to hope-*-" He >iitopped a moment, and (hen 
added, '^ This meeting, you say, is essential to 
your repose ?" 

^^ I did. not say thaty my Lord; but yet I hare 
the most important reasons for wishing to speak 
to him." ; 

lie paused a few ikinntes, and then said, with 
warmth, " Yes, you tkalt speak lo. him. i -—I 
will myself assist you! — ^Miss Anville, I am ^ure^ 
cannot form a wish agauast propriety '^-*\ will 
ask (no questions, I will rely upon her pwa 
purity ; and, -^—uninformed, Blindfold as I am> 
I will serve her with all my power !"— and then 
he went into the shop, leaving me.sp strangely 
siff^cted by his.gene>!ousbehaviour|.<tba,i I ajnaost 
!wbbedl to foU^ir \m$i wJthi mj. than^LS.' ... 
.J iWJb^en Mitst ' $elwj)rn. h^ , tr^iiiM^d. h^r uSi^jope^ 
weiTeftnmeA>h.ame*;/;i.T.>.'. r\.. ii^.i-'ic A ♦ ■■ . ^ 

The' moment dinner was over, Lord ^OJcxSlft 
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went out^ and did not oomebacV tlll)ust as we 
were satnmoned to supper. This is the loageflt 
time he has spent from the house since I have 
been at Clifton, and you cUnnot imagine, mj 
dear Sir, how miioh I missed hipi. I soaroe knew 
liefore, how in&iitelj I am indebted to bim alone 
for the happiness I hare ealojed ainee I haye beea 
at Mrs. Beaumont's. 

As I generally go ^own stfuis hat, he came 
tome the itionent tbe.ladies'bad passed by, aad 
said, '^ Shall yon. be at lipme ta-morrow monih 

ing?*' 

" 1 beliere so, my Lord.** 

'' And wiU yon, then, reeeiva a witor for 
me?' 

" For you, my Lord V* 

*^ Yes; *- I ha^e made aeqaaintam^e with 
Mr. Macartney, and he has promised Vo cafi upon 
me to-TOorrdw about three o'clock.'* 

And th^n, takipg my hand, he led me down 
stairs. 

Oh, Sir ! — was there erer 'snch another man 
•fs Lord Orville?-^ Yesj ons other now resides 
at Berry Hil! ^ 

~ T%i8-morniiig there h*a been, a gres^t deal of 
company here, t)^f;fat'the titte appointed by Lord 
Onrille, <doublless with thai consideration, the 
parlour is almost always empty, as drery body is 
dresstng/ • . /.'.••.] ••: 
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Mrs. Beaumont, however, was not gone op 
stairs, when Mr. Macartney sent in his name. 

Lord Orville immediately said, " Beg the C^vor 
of hiin to walk in. You see, Madam, that I 
consider myself as at home." 

*' I hope so,** answered Mrs. Beaumont, " or 
I should be very uneasy.** 

Mr. Macartney then entered. I believe W0 
both iblt very conscious to whom the visit was 
paid, but Lord Orvilie received him as his own 
guest ; and not merely entertained him as such 
while Mrs. Beaumont remained in the room^ but 
for some time after she had left it -, — a delicacy 
that saved me from the embarrassment I should 
have felt, had he immediately quitted us. 

In a few minutes, however, he gave Mr. Ma- 
cartney a book, — for I, too, by way of pretence 
for continuing in the room, pretended to be 
reading, — and begged he would be so good as to 
look It over, while he answered a note, which 
he would dispatch in a few minutes, and reluin 
to him. 

When he was gone, we. both parted with 
our books^ and Mr. Macartney, again producing 
the paper with the money, besought me to ac- 
cept it. 

" Pray,** said I> still declining it, *^ did you 
know the young lady whq came into the pump-* 
toom yesterday morning?** 
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" Know lier !" repeated %e, changing color, 
*' Oh, but too weU!" 

" Indeed J" 

" Why, Madam, do you ask?" 

'^ I must beseech you to .satisfy lae further 
upon this subject ; pray tell me who she, is." 

^^ Inyiolably as I meant to keep my secret, 
I can refuse you, Madam, nothing ; — that lady 
is the daughter of Sir John Belmont !--^of my 
father J" 

^^ Gracious Heaven!" cried I, inToluntarily 
laying my hand on his arm, " you are then— ^" 
my brother, I would have said, but my voice- 
&iled me, and 1 burst jnto tears. 

" Oh, MadapiT' cried, he, *' what does. this 
mean? — ^What can thus distress you?" 

I could, not answer, but held out my hand to 
him. He seemed greatly surprised, and talked 
in high terms of my condescension. 

'^ Spare yourself," cried I, wiping my eyes, 
*' spare yourself this mistake, — you have a. rig/it^ 
to all I can do for you; the similarity of our 
wcumstances— " 

We were then inlerrupleo. by the entrance of. 
Mrs. Selwyn; and Mr. Macartney, finding no 
probability of our being left alone, was obliged 
to take, leave, though, I beDeve, very reluctantly, 
while in such suspense. [ 

Mrs^ Selwyn then, hy dint of interlpogatories, 
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drew from me the Btata of tbb afiEair. She ia 
so penetrating^ that there is no possibility of 
eyadiag to giye her satisfaction. 

Is not this a strange eyeut? Good heaven! 
how little did I t^ink that the visits I so unwil- 
lingly paid at Mr. Branghton's would have intro- 
duced me to so near a relation! I will never 
again regret the time I spent in town, this sum- 
mery — a circumstance so fgrtunatj; will always 
make me think of it with pleasure. 



I have just received your letter, — and it has 
almost broken my heart! — Oh, Sir! the illusion 
is over indeed ! — How vainly have I flattered^ 
bow miserably deceived myself! Long since, 
doubtful of the situation of my heart, 1 dreaded 
a scrutiny, — but now, now that I have so' long 
escaped, I began, indeed, to think niy' safety 
insured, to hope that my fears were causeless, 
and to believe that my good opinion and esteem of 
Lord Orville miglit be owned without suspicion . 
and. felt without danger i-^-miserably deceived, 
indeed ! ♦ 

HU sight is baneful to my reposej^^/iis society 
is^death Ip my future tranquillity! — Oh^ Lord 
Orvilie! could I have Relieved that a friendship 
SO grateful to my heart, so soothing to my dis-' 
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tresses, — a frtendship >¥bicb^ in every rcs^cty 
did me so much hoaor^ would o^}y set*?e to 
embitter all mj fntttre momefttsI-^What a 
strange, what afi unhappy circumstuitce, that 
tay gratilude, though so jmtly excited, shc^d 
be so fatal to my peace! 

Yes, Sir, I n^ilt quit him;— -would to heaTcn 
I could at this moment! without sedng him 
^gain, — ^without trusting to my now comcious 
emotion! — Oh, Lord OrviUe! howHttlc do you 
know the erils 1 owe to you! how little sup-^ 
pose that, when most dignified hy your' attention, 
I was most to be pitied, — and when most exalted 
by your notice, you were most my enemy! 

You, Sir,' relied upon my ignorance ;— I, alas, 
tipon your experience j and, wheheTer I doubted 
the weakness of my heart, the idea that you 
did not suspect it^ reassured me, — restored my 
Isourage, and confirmed my error! — ^Y^t am I 
most sensible of the kindness of your tjllence. — 
,Oh, Sirl why have I eVer quitted you? why been 
exposed to dangers to which I am so unequal? 

But 1 will leave this place,— lea'^e Lord Or- 
"HUe, — leave him, perhaps, for^eter! — no pautter, 
your counsel, your goodness, may .teach 'me 
bow to recover the peace and the serenity of 
whicb my unguarded folly has beguiled me. To 
you alone do I trust^— in you alone cp'nfide^ 6>r 
every futiireHhop^ 1 may 'form.- ' "^ " ' ''^^ 
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Tlie more I consider of parting with Lord 
Orvilley the less fortitude do I feel to bear iha 
separation ;*— the friendship he has shown me,-— 
his politeness^ — ^hcs sweetness o( manners, — his 
concern in mj affairs, — his solicitude to oblige 
me,-— all, all to be given up I 

No I I caHAot teU* him I am going ; — ^I dare 
not trust myself to take leare of him; — I will 
run away wkbout ^^eing him : — implicitly will 
I follow your advice, avoid his sight, and shun 
his society! 

To-morrow morning I will set off Mc Beny 
Hill. Mrs. Selwyn and Mrs. Beaumont shall 
alone linow my intention ;-^and to-day^ i -wilH 
s{>end in my «wn roem^ - The re«idineiis of my 
d>edience is the only atotoeknentl can offer foj^ 
the W'eakness which tialls for its exertiom 

Can yoii, wiH you,«^most honored, moat dear 
Sir!— soie prof) by which the poor Evelina it 
•npported,^*^can you, /mthdut reproach, withowt- 
displeasure, recerre the diild ybu have so care- 
fully reared; from -whose eduoation better friiit 
might have been expected; and who, blushing 
for her unworthiness, fears id meet the eye by 
which she has been cherished 7-^Oh, yes, I am 
sure you will ! Tour Evelina's errors are those 
of the judgment,-*-aod you, I wcU know, par-r • 
don all but ihose of the heart I 
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tETTER X 



VVSUNX IK OOKTIKITATIOK 

cnnoQ, Oetdbtr UU 

I HAVE only time, my dearest Sir, for three 
worda, to OTertake my la«t letter, and preyent 
jovst es^peeting me immediately ; for,, .when I 
GDnnnilnicated my imention to Mrs. Selwyn, she . 
\M>ttld not hear of it, and declared it would he 
highly ridioukas for me Jo go, before iTeceived 
an answer to my intelligence concemiJD^ the 
journey fn^n Paris* . She has, therefore, insisted 
upon my waiting till your. next letter arrives. 
I.ho^e you will not he displeased at my com- 
plianoe, though it is rather against my own . 
judgment; hot MrSk Selwyn quite OTcrpowered 
me with the force of her arguments. I will, 
koWeyer, s6e Tery little of Lord Oryille^ I will 
nerer come down stairs before hr^akfiist, giye 
up all^my walks in the garden, 8ea$, myself next 
to Mrs. Selwyn, and not mer^y aroid his con- 
versation but shun his presence. I will exert 
all the prudence and all the resolution in my 
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powety td prevent this «liori delay from giving 
yon «nj further uneasiness. 

Adieu, mj dearest Sir! ,1 shaU not now leara 
Clifton liU I have your direeuooflk 
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LETTER XI, 

mOJKA IK OOOTINUATIOJI* 



Oct. 9# 

TESTERDAT, from the time I rei^iTed yonf 
%hkd thougb heartrpiercing letter, I kept mj room, 
—for I was eqnallj unable and unwilling to see 
Lord Oryille: but tbis morning, finding I seemed 
destined to pass a few days longer bere, I en^ 
deayoured to calm my spirits, and to appear at 
luual; though I determined to ayoid him to the 
utmost of my power. Indeed, as I entered the 
parlour, when called to breakfast, my thoughts 
were so much occupied with your letter, that 
I felt as much confusion at hb sight, as if be 
had himself been informed of its contents. 

Mrs. Beaumont made me a slight compliment 
iipon my recoTcry, for I had pleaded illness lo 
excuse keeping my room: Lady Louisa spoke 
not a word : but Lord Oryille, little imagining 
himself the cause of my indisposition, inquired 
^nceming my health with the most distin- 
guishing politeness. I hardly mad« any answer^ 
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and, for tlie first time sintce t hire teen iiere^ 
Gontrived to nt at some distance from iiim. 

I could not lielp obserruig that my refl^rre' 
•urprued bim ; yet he persisted in his ciyilities^ 
and seemed to wish to remoye it, Bu{ t paid' 
bim yerf little attention ; and the moment breaks, 
last was oyer, instead of taking a book or walk* 
Uig in the garden, I retired to my own room. 

Soon after, Mrs. Selwyn came to tell me that' 
Iiord Oryille had been proposing I should take 
an airing, and persuading her to let him driytf 
us both in his phaeton* She delivered the mes-* 
sage with an archness that made me blush ; and 
added, that an airing, in npy Lord Orville'a car-^ 
tiage, could not fail to revive my spirits. There 
is no possibility of escaping her discernment^ shd 
has frequently rallied nie upon his Lordship's 
attention, and, alas !•— ^upon the pleasure with 
which I have received it ! however, I absolutely 
refused the offer. 

'^ Well," said she, laughing, ^' 1 cannot )usC 
now indulge you with any solicitation; for, to 
tfell you the truth, I have business to transact 
at the Wells, and am glad to be excused myself. 
I would ask yon to walk with me, — ^but, since 
Lord OrviUe is refused, I have not the presump^ 
tion to hope for success.^ 

'* Indeed," cried f, " you are mistaken \ I wilJ* 
attend you with pleasure." 
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^' Ofa; rf re eqq^etiy!" cried sUc; f sareTj * 
must he . ^herc^nt in our sex, ' or it cpuld not 
hare been imbii^d at Hevrj HiU.'* . 

t bad not ^giri^ to answer ber, aij^ ^bei^efore 
put on my bat and cloke in, silence ^ 

** I presume/' coniinued sbe, drfly, " hia 
Lordship may. walk wllb us ?" 

'^ If so/ M^dam!'* said I, "you will haTC a^ 
^on^panicui^ and I will stay at borne.'* 

-" I^y de^r cbijd!" cried sl^e, " did you bring 
tlie certificate of your blrtb witti you?'* 
" Dear Madam^ no!" 

'* Why, then, we sball neyer be known again 
at Berry Hill." 

I felt too conscious to enjoy ber pleasantry; 
but I believe sbe was determined to torment 
ine; for she asked if sbe should inform Lord 
Oryille that I desired him not to be of the 
pa^y?" 

^^ By no means^ Madam ; but; indeed^ I had 
^9 ther not walk mjself." 

" My dear I'' cried sbe, " I really do not 
^now you this morning; — jou have certainly 
been taking a lesson of Lady Louisa." 

She then went down slairs; but presently 
returning told me she had ac<}painted Ijord 
Olrville Siat I did not cjioose to go out in the 
ghaetpnj but preferred a wajk;^ fiie^ii^l^e^ wilhi 
her, by way of varieij^ 
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1mi4q me. |;o iomn U»m,.mi said tbe wouU 

Lord Oryille miet me in Uie halL '' I fetr,** 
md he^ ^ HmiAmiA^ is «|il jei. quiu well?' 
and he would have taken mj band, l)i4 I turned 
fircnd hinib «nd> curtsjiag iljsbtlji went into 
die {Milaur. 

. MaB^ jBkanmont jo&d hBdj^fboma^ were at work^ 
^Lord ItetoA waft stalking with th« Ic^iUer ; for h« 
has tiowmade lu» peaii^ and is ^nin recfeiif ed 
int^iftvor* 

I sealed ^mjsdf,. as v^usl,: hy tho urindowis 
Lord OrT^le^ in a few. mimitesi caspue to me, 
and said, " Wbj. is JAias Anvtlle ao grave?' 

'^ NotgraiFe, njLord/' seidi, <^pnly. stupid ^^ 
and I «oek,uf « fcaek. 

'f Ton wiU f/th'* 9iM he, «fter a shortpe^lfei 
<' to the assenddj tornight?'' 

<'^Q, mj.Iiavdy eertainlynot!'' 

*^ Neitlier theil will I ; for I should be sorry to 
sully tben^nembrance I baTe of the happinesf 
I enjoyed a| the last." . 

Mrs- Sdwynthen coming in, general infuiriee 
were mad^, to fdl bujt me, of who would ,go I* 
the assembly. ^Lord Onfille insUntly declare^hf 
bad letters, to writ^ i^t honiQ ^ bat eyery one «Isf 
settled to* go. 

»'^4 
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I then faaftteiied Mra; SdhFJa^«Wflrf|^lM^lI'not 
Jbefore she hud saiA fo Lbt^ Ofirilie,^ ',' ]hraj, bai 
^our Lordship obtaiaed Miss Aii^Iile^ ledve to 
&vor us with yoiireompaBjr?"— ^' ' 

^' I have not, Madaioi,'' attSw^Mred %e, i^ Iwdt 
the yaniij ti> ask it.'^ /!;.,{, 

During our walk. Ifrs, Sdw^ia temMmied ma 
unmercifully. Sh§ told me, that, since! dec^iniBd 
any addition to our 'party, Xmutt, doubllofls,- be 
conscious of my own powers 06 cntevtakiment^ 
^ and begged me, therefore, to exert them Iredly; 
I repented a thousand times haying consenied to 
5ralk alone with her: for though I made' the 
iiio^t paiilfttl eSbriB to* appear in spirits, her 
raillery quite orerpowered me. ' 

^We went first to the pu9ip-room.-->It was 
full of company; and the- Btetneitt we entered^ 
I beai^d a murnkuring ol, ^^- Thh$'^,9he^?** and, to 
my great confusion, Isaweyery eye turned 
towards me. I pulled my hdt <n^er ' laj faee,. and, 
by the' assistance of Mr&. Sel\^yh, endeaToured 
to screen myself from 6bserfalion: nerert^eless^ 
I found I was so much the object of gener^ 
attention, that I intreated her td' hasten away. 
But unfortunately, she had entered into convert 
ssation, very earnestly, with a gentleman of her 
Acquaitrtance, and would hot listen to me, but 
said, that, if I was tired of waiting, I mi^ht walk 
on to the milliner's with the Miss Watkins^ two 
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young ladies I had seen at Mrs. Beaumont^ who 
were going thither. 

I accepted the offer Tery readily,' and aiiTajr 
we went. But we had not gone three yards, 
before we were followed by a party of young 
inen7 who tool every possible opportunity of 
looking at us, and, as they walked behind, talked 
aloud, in a manner at once unintelligible and 
absurd. 

" Tes," cried one, " 'tis certainly sbet— marb 
but her blushing cheek I** 

** And then her eye — her dot^ncaai eyef* — ' 
cried another. 

" True r oh, most true f^ said a third; ** evvrj 
beauty h her oum!** 

"But tben,*^ said the ^rsl, " her mindy^nofW' 
the difficulty is,- to find out the truth of thai^ for 
die will not say a word.'' 

'* She is timid" answered another;, ^'mark 
but her iimitt airJ** 

Daring ihis conyersation, we walked on sdeitft 
aikd quick : as we knew" not to whom it wai par- 
ticularly addressed : we were all equally ashamed, 
and equally desirous to avoid such unaccountahler 
ohservatiOns; 

iSoon after, we Were caught in a shower of 
rain. We hurried on, and these gentlerten,' 
f)llowing us^ offered th^ir services trr Are most 
fcessing manner^ begging usio make use ofiheir 

a ^ 
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arms ; ^nd wTiQe I almost ran in order to ayonl 
tbelr impertinence, I vas suddenly, met hj Sir 
Clement Willoogbby! 

We botb started; " Good God!** hp exclaimed^ 
*' Mis& 4!^^fUe 1** and ^hen, regarding my tor- 
mentors with an air of displeasure^ he earnestly 
inquired if any thing had alarnupd me ? 

" No, ^to !"^ cried J., fpr I found no dlflUculty^ 
BOT7^ to disengage myself from these youths; 
ivbo^ probably concluding from the conunanc!- 
ing air of Sir Clement that he had a right ta 
protect me, quietly. ||aye way to him and en- 
tirely quitted us. 

. lYitk hi&. vsii^almipetQO^ity, h^ then. be^n. & 
Aiousand inquiries^ accompaiue.4 w.ith as manj^ 
' mpmplimev^.; «Ad ht fpld me that he anriTedi 
1^ B^i«|ipl bli| th»# lapirmfigy. iprbich he bad en^ 
turely dcToted to endea)K>^a^ to discover: -wheii^ 
I lodged. 

^^ Did you know, then^" 8sid\ <' that. I wa^ 
^tBristo^?'' 

^^ Would to heaTen,!" cried he^ " that I couHf 
Yfipain in ignorance of yo¥|r. proceedingpt witb 
ib^ sa^e; coJiLt^ntment ypu do of imine 1 then 
should I not for erer journey upon the wings. 
#£hope to mp^t, my cvwa. despair I You cannot 
ejen judge of the cruelty of my fate;, for the 
ease and serenity of your, mind incapficitates you. 
fron^ feeling, fior the agitation of mine 1" 
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The ease and seresitj of an^ mindf-^HiXRS^bow 
little do I merit, these werdsl 

<< But,'' added he> '> had accufe/tf bronglM »» 
hither, — ^had I nol Mnown'ofyoitr )Mnu7, the 
Toice of fame would have prodamud il \» JOit 
iDBtatitly' Qjioa my aormal.',' 

'' The Toice of fame!" pepeated T. 

^'^ Yes! Ibr yovr's was the first name. I heard 
at the ptimp-roottr Bat bad-I not heard jour 
Barney sveh » deaertption could hat« painted na 
•neeiae/* 

<' lodeedr said I, ^IdoAoV»adei^taiid7oa*'> 
But, }ii9l then arriyiivg M^'the miUmel^'s). our con^ 
Tersatton ended; for Miss Wtftkin^ ealled mt t^ 
fcH»k at eaps' and rihb4>aa» 
r Sir €Ie«nent>. howe^er^ iM'Ihe 9»% of hetng 
al'wajs ai homey he was Terjr soon engaged,. ^ai? 
)i^iMSy'aso«rjsel¥et> itt>k>okitigatI«ce'.riiffles» Tet 
he took 9tOL opportunity^ of saying tovUle, in'»h>w 
^Toice, *^ HotiE charmed I am to see jou Idol so 
urellf I'was told yon were iB, — but' I never saw 
you m better hedithy^ne^ev' knoi^ -iiftfntteljr 
lowlyr . 

I turned away, X^ examine tlie riBhons ; and 
iMji after^lf^s. ''&lwyn teude'^'h^r' appearance. 
1 found ' Ibat she was- ac^ainted- wHh Sir Gle^ 
'liient, and her manner of speaking to 'him- eoi^ 
tinned 'me Hhat he was ia» ftifvorite with her. . 

Whea their mutual compliments, were o?6rjr 

s G 
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ihe turned to me^ aad said, ^' Prajr.^ Mi» An* 
Tille> how long can jou lire withottt aaaristw 
Bie»t?* 

" Indeed, Ma'am/' md I, la«gbiiig„ '^ I hare 
iieyer tried,'* 

" Because so long, and no longer/' answered 
lihe, '^ you maj remain at BristeL^ 

" MThy, what is the matter^ Ma'am?** 

** The matter l^-^why, aUthekdieaar^atopea 
war i^ith yaa,-^the wbQle<pam|i^roam' ia iiv con* 
fusion; and you, innocent as you pretemi tQ 
lookj are the oausiai> Howet er> if ' yon take my 
adyice, you will be very careM hQw ypit leat andl 
drink during yoiwr »Wiy^** 

I begged her to explaiui herself; and she thett 
lotd me that acqp^/of nemes had heea dro^^d 
in the pi^p*]QO0|i^ m^d read diere aloud: . ** The 
Beauiyies, €({ the^ Yielji^^^ said $he,. '^ a^reall men« 
lloned^ huiyou' aice the YeuLiia to. whom..the priat 
IS given/' 

<^ lait th^n possibte/^ eicied $ir Cfeme&% '^ thaJt 
^ou hate npt, leen. these yerses.?" . 

** I hardly kixaw/' answered l, *' whetifeuer ang 
hodyhai/'' 

. <* I assure- yon,'* sajd Mrs. Setwyn^ <* if you* 
gtte me the^ i^iTentjio^ oC th^mi» y^u, do. me am 
hoiv>r I hy na n^ans .de^ejr^e/'' 

^^ J wrote down in my tablets/'' said Sfe Cle^ - 
mfinXf, ^* the st^uuaa which cQucern Miss. Ary^iU^ 
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this morning at tlie pump-room; and I w3I cl» 
myself the honor of copyii^ them for her thi» 
evening." 

'* But why the part that concerns MUs An^ 
^ilUT said Mrs Selwyn; "Did you ever sec 
lier before this morning?" 

" O yes !" answered he, '^ I have had that 
li&ppiness firequentTy at Captain Mirvan's; — too^ 
too frequently !" added he, in a low voice, as 
Mrs. Selwyn turned to the millmer: and, as soon as 
she was occupied in examining some trtmmingsy 
lie came to me, and — ahnost whether 1 wouM 
or not — entered into conversation with me. 

*' 1 have a thousand things," cried, he, " to 
•ay t9 yon. Pray where are you?^ 

<* WUh Mrs.«eiwyn, Sir." 

«' Indeed I" replied Sir Clement; ^ tkem^ for 
once, chance ts my friend.^^And how long h«vo 
you heen hereT^ • 

" About three weels." 
' ^ Good heaven I -what an anxious search have 
I had, to discover your abode, since you so sud- 
denly tefi Idwn? The terfliagiaity Mvdame Duital,. 
jpeftised ^itae. all intelligence. Oh, Miss AavlHef 
did you know what I have endvred t--^the sleqi- 
less^^ i^stless^alate of ^usjpense I have been tor- 
^^tured* with, y«u cociM not, alt cruel as yon are;, 
you could not have^eei)lled'mewitb'saoh£icii^ 



y Google 



« ReMPedjw, ^^ 

" Why, is not my Tiwt to you? "Do jom 
ihinkl should hare made this journey/ k«i foir 
tbe^ happiness of again seeing you?^ 

'^ Indeed it is possible Xm]ght,--r*fiifice so maaj 
others do. — ^ 

^ Gruely cruel ^rl! yott tnau^ that I adore 
you!— ryou knoiif you ai« the. mistress of my soul^ 
^nd arbi^resss of my ^tei!^ 

• Mrs. Selwyn then adyancing to us, he assamesi 
a more disengaged air, and asked if he should 
not haye the pleasure of se^jo^ her. iji &e eYen-* 
ing, at the assembly? 

'* Oh, yes!" cried she, ** wfe shall certainly^ 
be there ; so you^ m^y briug the verses with you^ 
if Miss Anyille can ivait foe them so kmf ." 

• f^ I hope tbeo/' tretuvned be, ^that yon wiH 
do me. the hotior to- dance with me?" 

1 thanked him, but said I shc^d npt^ be M the 
assembly. 

r f^ Kotbe alt the nsdemblyr* cried IMkrs) Sel- 
wytt,."Why, hayci^^^^, too, leUer^ tp- write ?f 
.. $ha looklsd alime with a :sig9i<V?mt afchnes^ 
thiit idadetale, jeoloi^ . end;I.haitAlyw/EixiMv^r94>> 
1' jNo*: mdcedi Ma'am!-^ .• . • • • -j ,.: 
. <f Toui hamif nl^td^^^ oiied Ae, yelh morBr d^riljlf 
A^ then prayy my fleani din' you stay lit botoWLta 
Jle$x,^-4or«td i^mftr: oiihefs^'' . \ f.-> i- >•• 

^^ To do neither, Ma'am," answcredl^ mmff^ 



y.Google 



XrXLJDfM^ III 

coidb^um; " so, if you pleaae^ I wJU noi sUj 
at home." 

. ^' Ttott allow me, Aea,*' aaid Sir Clement, 
•' to. hope for the houop of jour hand?" 

I only h^ved, — for the dread of Mr?. §elwyn'f 
saiUery made me not dare refuse him. 

Soon aftfift tHis we walked home*, Sir Clemenf 
accompanied us, and the conTersation that passe4 
between Mrs. Selwyn and him was supported 
in so IiTely a manner that 1 should hare been 
Kiuch entertained, had my mind been more at 
ease: but alas! I could think of nothing but 
the capricious, the unmeaning appearance whicb 
the alteration in my conduct must make in tba 
eyes of Lord OrriMe? and, much as I wisb 
to aToid him — greatly as I desite to WTe myself 
from haTfn^ my weakness known ^ia him,— ryet 
I cannot endtire to incur his- ill optnaon; and, 
unacquainted as he is with the reasons by whicb 
I am iictuated, how can he fail ■ contemning, 
a change tahim^so nna^ountable ? 

As. we entered the garden, he waa the &p9t 
abject wi saw: he advanced^ ^ meetJus^ and 
I could not help observing, that, at sigh^ol eacb 
iDther, both 'he aiidiSir Glenaienfl changed eolor.. 

We went into the parlouir, wliiere* wee fcniuMl 
the same party we had lefl. Mrs. Selwyn^pref^ 
sented Sir Clement to Mra. Beauxnont^. LadJ^ 
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I^puisa and Lord Merton, he teemed well «c^ 
^uainted with already. 

The conversation was upon the general* sub- 
jeetSy of the weather^ the company at the Welb; 
and the news of the day; but Sir Clement, 
drawing his chair next to mine, took every op^ 
portunity of addressing himself to me in paiti- 
cular. 

I could not but remark the striking difierence 
of his attention y and that of Lord OrviUe : the 
latter has such gentleness of manners, such deli* 
<;acy of conduct, and an air so respecifid, that, 
when he flatters most, he nerer distrcssea; and, 
when he most confers^ honor, he appears to receive 
it! The former oblrudea his attention, and force* 
mine^ ti is ao pointed that it always confuses 
me, and ao • public that it attracts general 
notice: indeed .1 have sometimes thought that 
lie would rather m$h than dislike to have his 
partiality frr ine kxiown, as be takes gr^at care 
to prevent my being • spoken . to by any bodj 
but himself* 

"When, . at leiigtf», be went away. Lord Or- 
vHfe took his seat, and said with a half smilej^ 
** ShaXL /call Sir Clement-— or wilkj«vi& call me 
aa usurper. .Dv talking this place? — Ton make 
B|e no answer ? — Must i then suppose that Siv 
aeileiitr-." 

^ It is. little w«rth your Lordship's while^'^ 
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■aid I, ** to^ifapjftbai knj thing vpbii iO huij^tu-* 

Seant an occasion.'' 

*f^ Pardon mei^' «i^dbe;-^<' to mtf nothing fp 

ttflignificant in> trfaidi 70a are concerned." 

■ . Tothia I diade n^Bmswer, neidier did he say 

any'thing mcgre, till the ladies retired to dress; 

and then> when. I would hate followed ihem^ 

he stopped me, aajiOf,, ** One mbment, I inlrei^ 

youi'^ 

I tamed habk, and: he went on. ^'I gveatly 
fear that I hare been so unfortunate as to 
^end you; yet so repugnant to my Tcry sOul 
is the idea, that I Inow not how to suppose il 
possible. I, can nnwiuingly hate done the thing 
in the world Ihat, designedlyi I would most wish, 
to ovoid'' 

^ No, indeed, my Lord! you ha^e not*/' said I. 

^* Tou sigh !" cried he, taking my hand, 
^^ would to heaven I were the sharer of you^ 
nneasine^! whencesoeVer it springs, with what 
earnestness would I not struggle to aUeviate it! 
•r-Tell me, my dear Miss AuTille, — my new- 
i^dopted aster, my sweet and m^st amiable 
friend !»-^tell me, I beseech you, if I can afibrd 
yoi^ any assislance ?'* 

" None, none, my Lord J** cried I, with-^ 
^rawing my hand,, and moying towards the door, 

^* ISl it, then, impossible I can serre you^^. 
|«rbaps you wish to see Mr. Macartiley again ?" 
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'' Nd/ mf Xiordr^kin^ 1 1^14 tlie door 4peii.^ 

''I am not, I own, sorry fdVulhaU * rS;et^ ok, 
llist'AiiTillel di^M .r«/d- .qBeMiQii/-THbere' is a 
conjecture^f— 4 knotr not; kioir;to< mention, be^ 
€ftuse I dread:tlie. TC«iiltJ-»*«iBi«k. I:ft« j^on are 
in liafite*;4«pperliap8 in tha awning X inay liaTe 
the hdnor of a lodger con'^eraatiaii ;. : yet one" 
ihiag will y«B have tke f^qftfAitm^o alow me to 
ask? — Did you, ibis morning, when you' went 
lo the Wells,«*-*did jamlamw ,iriad ^oo AouU 
meet thei« ?" ' < I : 

^^ Who, my Lord ?!^ 
■■: <^ I beg your pasdon a flidoBand iimes for a 
enribsUy so unlioenied|--^bat I witt aay na oftore 
at present." 

He bowed, expecting me to go, — iind diett| 
uritb qiiiek' steps, but ia h^yj heart, X came' to 
iny own room. His qJaesUon, I am sure, meant 
Sir Glemept WiUpngbby ; and, bad I not imposed 
upon myself tbe seyere task of aveidin^ flying 
iiord OrviUe with all my power, I would in«t 
stantly bave sutisfied bim of mf ignorance of Sir 
Cienkent's loomey: and .yet more did I kmg 
to say ;Sometbing of the assembly,, since I fiMmd 
he depended- upon my spending the CT^ung at 

I did not !go down stairs again till, tbe fiunily 
was assembled to 'diniker. My. dress, I sarw^ 
struck Lord Qnrille with astonishment} and I waa 
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nijtlt^ ^ B|f9)i.a4ka^ecl of appearing ivfaivi^cal 
anduDftteady, that I^puldnqt ^Qpk,up^ * t .. 

^^ I Vndl»«l9«ldi!^)|^ Urs. p^aauxioDt, ''. Oiat 
Miss Anyille did not go oat tbis^Teaing?" , 

' '* Hdr ^9iio«^ in >.^^/n5>fi;^g,^' mi Mrs. get 
T^jn^ ;*f #aa'tick atay <at bqipe^ .bi^t ,tbe;r^ ia a 
iiksoinatJBg pf^vroT' m aa assemifyf, i?1>icb| upon 
aecQi^d thougbla^ ia npt to be reaia^e^*" 

<* The aaaemWyjJ" ^i?d,Lord O^rvUle^ ^Va^jp 
|H>n iihen going to tfee ^saend^ ^'\ - 

I made no anma^^ ^d we a&. to^k our pl^eff 
at table. 

It waa not ilrithpjat difficulty that I .contrive^ 
to gine up. my uinaliSeat; l?>ut'I waa detennined 
to adbere to tbe ^tomiae in my yesterday's letter^ 
Aoiigh I' saw ibai^Lord Oc?iUe seemed. qiiite 
confounded at itiy tiM}>le endeaTOurs to avoid him^! 

After dinner^ 'w.e aU went into the drawings 
room togetbei:^ a^ tbere were no gentlemen to 
. detain bis Lordships and tben^ before I could 
place iijiyself ont of bis way, be ^aifl^ ^' You are> 
iheAi neajyij^rgoi^g to the aa9eml4y?r^M^y 1 asV^ 
if yqu abajl d^nc^?" 

** I hilierTe i^j-HKiy Lord," 

^' If I 4id not £^^T^' cpntinifed be, '^ tba| 
you would be tired^ of ibe §ame partner at iyra. 
following ass^mblifBy I would gixe up my letter-^ 
writing till to«morroW; and soliqii thc^ bo^or of 
jEoor battd^'* 
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''• H I Jb dance,'' said I, in fre^ oonfuflbiii 
^ I keliere I am engaged.'* 
' '^Engagedf* cried'lie^-wkheaniestneBs, ''Hay 
I ask to whom?" 

<' To— Sir Clement Willotig^ligry mj Lord." 

He saidtiothingy bntlpeked Tevj little pleased^ 
and did not address himself to me. anj mcma 
all the afternoon. Oh, Sir!— 4bits sitnaled, hoW: 
eOlkifortless were the feelings of yonr Ereliita ! 

Early in the ereningy with hb accustomed 
aSsiduiCy, Sir Clement came to conduct us to 
the assembly. He soon contriyed to seat him-^ 
self next to me, and'^ in a low Toice, paid me so 
many compliments^ that I knew not which way 
to look. 

Lord Onrille hardly spoke a word^ and hifll 
countenance was grave and tfa^aghtfiilj yet 
wbeneyer I raised my eyes, his, I perceiyed, 
W'ere directed towards 'me, though instantly,, 
upon meeting mine, he looked another way. 

In a short time, Sir Clement, taking from his 
pocket a folded paper, said, almost in a whis~- 
per, '' Here, loyeliest of women^ you will see 
a £ftint, an unsuccessful attempt to paint the 
object of all my adoration! yet, weak as are 
the lines ibr the purpose, I enyy beyond, ex* 
presSiOnthe happy mortal who has dared mak^^ 
the effort.'* 
*^ I will look at them/' said I, '' some other^ 
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$ame.^ Vot, coiiBcioiis that I was oWerred lij 
Lord Onrill^^ I could not bear be should see 
.me iakjd a written paper^ so priyatqly oflered^ 
from Sir Clement. But Sir Clement is an im« 
practicable man^ and I never yet succeeded in 
any attempt to frustrate whatever be had planned^ 

'^ No," said he, still in a whisper^ '' yoju must 

take them now, while Lady Louisa is away;'* 

for she and Mrs. Selwyn were gone up stairs 

• to finish their dress; ^< as she must bj no 

means see them.'' 

>< Indeed/^ said I,' '' I have no intention to 
•bow them." 

<« But the only wi&y/' answered he, ''to avoid 
auspicion, is to take them in her absence. I 
would have read them aloud myself, but that 
they are not proper to be seen by any body 
in this house, yourself and Mrs. Selwyn ex* 
ceptcd*" 

Then again he presented me the paper, whicb 
I now was diliged to take, as I found declining 
It was vain: but I was sorry that this action 
should be seen, and the whispering remarked, 
though the purport of the conversatiop was left 
to conjecture. 

As I held it in my hai^. Sir Qement teacisd 
me to' look at it immediately^; and told me, 
that the. reason be could not produce the lines 
publicly, was, that among the ladies who yrexe 
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ibentioned, an^ sopposed to B^ refected^ iM 
Lady Lk)uisa Larpent. I am inlich concerned 
M this circumstancey ar I cannot doubt bnt that 
it will render me more disagreeable to ber than 
eYer> if she should heatr of it. 

I will now copy the verses, which Sir Cte^' 
iueat would not let nie rest till I had- road* 



9ai last adTaaee, w'lih bin^fal grfkee> 
Dpvracask eye, aod blusliiBg clieek^ 

Timid air, and beauteous face, 
Anvilie,— whom the Graces seek. 

^tlieiigh er'ry tieaat j is htr own. 

And though her mind each virtoe fijlsy 

Anville,^— 4o her power unknown,—- 
Artless strikes^— ^^noooscioas kills t 



1 «im sure, my dear Sir, you will not wondej^ 
that a panegyric such as this should, in reading, 
jgive me the greatest confusion; and, unfortu-* 
nately, before I bad fiuished it, the lardiei 
returned. 

" What hare yo*i therfe, my dcat?" said 
Mrs. Selwyn. ' 

*' Nolhiag, MaVm,** said I, hastily folding 
iind piiuing it in my pocket. 

*' And has nQihing/^ cried she, *' the power 
9i roisge?"* 
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' I nunie: no aaflwer; a deep sigK Mvfiich escaped 
Lar4 PnriUe at that moment, reached my ears^ 
and gave, me sensationa—^ which I dare not 
mention! , . 

Lord. Meiton then banded Lady Louisa and 
Vxu Beaumont to the latter's carriage. Mrs. Selr 
vyn led the -way to Sir Clement's, who handed: 
me in after h^r* 

During the ride, I. did not once speak; hutf 
wh^n I canie to the assemblyrroom^ Sir Gtement 
took care thai I should not px^serve my silence.^. _ 
He asked me immediately to dance; I begged* 
him to excuse me, and seek some other partner: 
but on the contravy,> he told me he was yerj 
glad I would sit still, as he had a million of^ 
things to say to ilie» 

Heathen began to tell me how much he had 
suffered from my absence; how greatly he waa' 
a}armed when he beard I had left town; and 
how cruelly difficult he had found it to trace 
me ; which, at last, he. could only do by sacri-. 
ficing another week to Captain Minran. 

^' And Howard Grove," continued he, '^ which^ 
at my first visit, I thought the most delightful, 
spot upon- earth, now appeared to me the most 
dismal : the face of the country seemed altered t 
the walks, which I had ^thought most pleasant, 
were now most stupid: Lady Howlird, who had 
lypeasied a. cheerful. and- resectable old. lady,. 
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flow seemed in the comiAon Jofan^Trot stylte of 
other aged dames: Mrs. Bfiryan, whom I had 
esteemed as kn amiable piece of ^ll-iife, now 
became so insipid, that 1 conid hardly keep awake 
in her company : the daughter too, whom I had 
regarded as a {[ood-hamored, pretty sort of girl, 
now seemed too insignificant for notice: and 
as to 4fae Captain, I had always thought hnm a 
Sddby,— but now he appeared a satage V* 

^^ Indeed, Sir Clement," cried 1, angriiy^ 
^ I will not hear you talk thus of my best 
friends." 

"'^ t beg your pardon," said he; " but the con- 
trast of my two Tisits wa^ too striking not to ba 
mentioned." 

He then asked what I thought of the Terses? 
' ^^ Either," said I, ** that they are written 
ironically, or by some madman." 

Such a |M*ofusibn of compliments ensued, thai 
I was obliged to propose dancing, in my own 
defence. When we stood up, ^ I intended," 
said he, ^> to have discoyer^ the anthor by his 
looks ; but I find you so .tnuch the general 
loadstone of attention, thlit my suspicions change 
dieir object every moment. Surely yon must 
yoursdf haye some knowledge who he is?' 

I told him> no! Yet, my dear Sir, I must 
own to you, I have no doubt but that Mr. Ma* 
cai'tnilgr miiit be the author : ^lio one else wou)d' 
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«pea^ oFttie sopartiaHy; and, indeed, his jpoeli- 
•cal turn puts it, with me, beyond dispute. 

He asked me « Aousand questions concerning 
Lord Otrilte; ht)W long he iiad been at Bristol? 
—what riane I had spent at Clifton?— whether 
he rode <out every morning? — whether I evef 
trusted myself in a phaeton ?^ and a mtdtitude of 
other inqniries, all^tending to discover li I wa^ 
honored with mnch of his Lordship's attention, 
jand all mad^ with his usual freedom and im** 
petuosity. 

Fortunately, «is 1 mtich wi^ed io retire early,* 
Lady^ Louisa makes 9i point of being among the 
first who quit the rooms, and therefore we got 
home in very tolerable time* 

Lord OrvSle's reception of us was grave andl 
Cold : ^r fi^om distinguishing me, as usual, by 
particular civilities, LadjrLouisa herself could 
not have seen me enter' the room with more 
fr^id unconcern, nor have more scrupulously 
«ivoided honoring me with any notice. But 
chiefly I was struck to see tliat he suffered Sir 
Clement; who staid Supper, to sit between us, 
without any etfort to prevent him; though, til! 
then, he had seemed to be even tenacious of aJ 
seat next mine. 

This little circumstance affected me mo)re than 
I can express: yet I endeavoured to rejoice at' 
it; since neglect and indifference, from him, may 

VOL. iti« , 1r 
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be toy best friends. — But, alas I — so sudden! j^ 
80 abruptly to forfeit his attention! — to lose his 
friendship! — Oh, Sir, these thoughts pierced 
my soul! — scarce ^could I keep my seat; for nol 
aU my . efforts could restrajn ; tl^e tears from 
trickling, down my cheeks: howei^er, as !Lo^ 
Oryille saw them not, for Sir Clement's head 
uras constantly between us, ]« tried to collect my 
•pirits, and succeeded sq far ^as to k^ep my place 
with decency, till Sir Clement look leaye; and 
then, not daring to trust my eyes to meet those 
of LordOrville, I retired, 
, I haTC been writing ever sifice \ for, .cjertain that 
I could not sleep, I would not.^ to bed. Tell 
me, my dearest Sir, if you possibly can,--^teU 
me that you approve my change of conduct^— - 
tell me that my altered behaviour to Iiord Or* 
▼ille is right, — that, my flying his society and 
avoiding his civilities are actions which you 
would have dictated !^ell me this, and the 
sacrifices 1 have made will comfort me in the 
midst of my regret, — for never, never can I 
cea^e to regret that I bave lost the frien^dship of 
Jjord Orville !— Oh,^ Sir! I have slightedr— have 
rejected-^have thrown it away ! — No matter : it 
was an honor I merited not to preserve; and 
J. now "see that my mind was unequal to sus* 
taining it without danger. 

Yet so strong is the desire you hav^ implante4 
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in me to met with nprightness and proprietj, 
that, bowcTcr the -weaknesr of my heart may 
distress and afflict me, it will never, I humbly 
Unist, render me wilfully culpable : — the wish 
of doing W/Cll governs every other, as far as 
eoBcerns piy conduct,— >for am I not youri child? 
-^he Cloture of your own forming? --^Tet, oh, 
Sir! friend, "parent of my heart! — nay feelings 
are all at war with my duties; and, while I most 
atruggle to acipiire self-«pprabation, my peace^ 
jny happiness, my hopes, are lost ! 

Tis yon alone can compose a mmd so cruelly 
•gitatedi yon, I well knoiiir, oan feel pity for the 
weakness to which you are a straageir, and, 
tikto^ you blame the affiidioD, aoodie •and 
eomfinrt the afflicted* 
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I^TTER XIL 



Mft. TlLLuiXjl TO SyXLIKA* 



Berry Hill* Oct. 5. 

lFO€FB lasl; eommiHiioatioB, mjdeanst childy 
10 JmtoeA »itoniAing }*^that an. acknowledged 
daughter a»d heiress of Sir John Belmont should 
he At Bristol, and still my Evelina bear the 
name -of Anville^ is to me inexplicahle ! yet the 
mystery of the letter to Lady Howard prepared 
me to expect something extraordinary npon Sir 
^ohn Belmont's return to England. 

Whoever this young lady may be, it is certain 
fthe now takes a place to which you have a right 
indisputable. An afher-marnage I neyer heard 
of; yet, supposing such a one to have happened, 
IMiss Evelyn was certainly the first wife, and 
therefore her daughter must, at least, be entitled 
to the name of Belmont. 

Either there are <circumstances in this affair at 

- present utterly incomprehensible, or else some 

strange and mo9t atrocious . fraud has been. 
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practised; which of these tm> is the case, it 
now behores us to inquire. 

My reluctaiice to this itcp gWes way to my 
conviction of its propriety; since the repulaiion 
of your dear . and much-injured mother must 
now cither be fully cleared from blemiish, or 
receive its final ^nd indelible wound. 

The public appearance of a daughter of Sir 
John Belmont will revive the remembrance of 
Miss Evelyn's story in all who have heard it,— 
who the mother was, witL be univiirsally de- 
manded,«-^and if any other Lady Belmont should 
be named, the birth of my Evelina will receive 
a stigma, against which honor, truth, and inno- 
cence may appeal in vain ! — a stigma Which Will 
eternally blast the fair fame of her virtnoia 
mother, and cast upon her blameless^ self the 
odium of a title, which not all her purity can 
rescue from established shame and dishonor ! 

No, my dear child f no! I will not quietly 
suffer the ashea of your mother to be treaicjd 
with ignominy ! — her spdtles* character diaB be 
fustified to the world, her marriage shall be 
acknowledged, and her child shall liear the 
name to^ which she is lawfully entitled. 

It is true, that Mrs. Mirvan would conduci 
this affair with more delicacy than Mfs. Selwyn • 
yet, perhaps, to save time is, of all consrdera- 
liox&s, the most imrportant, aince the longer thc^ 
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^mystery i^ si^ered; io continue, tho more' iX^ 
cult maj be rendered its expl^oatioa : the 
SQQB^y th«r^fi^e^ jy^^ c^n s^t oat for to^n^ the 
Jess fqrmJcldjble Tviil be. jour task^ 
' I^t.not, ypor timidiij, my dear loTel depre9 
your spirits: . I shall^ inde^d^ trem^e fyr you 
at a meetiag so singular aad so aifecting ^ yet 
there can be no doubt of the ; success, of your 
application: I inclose a letter from youruiH 
bjippy mother^ written and resenred purposely 
for this occasion: Mi's. Clinton/ too^ who at* 
tended her in her dast illness^ must accompany 
you to town. — But, without any other certificate 
of your birth^ that which you carry in your 
countenance^ as it could not be effected by 
artifice^ so it cannot admit of a doubt. 

And now^ my Evelina I committed, at length, 
to the care- of your real parent^ receiye the 
fervent prayers, wishes,, and blessings, of him 
who so fondly adopted you! 

May'st thou, oh, child of my bosom! may'^ 
thou, in. this change, of situation, experience no 
change of disposition ! but receive with humility 
and support with meekness the elevation to 
which thou art rising! ---may thy manners, lanr 
guage, and deportment, all evince that modest 
equanimity and cheerfal gratitude which not 
merely deserve but dignify prosperity!-^ may 'st 
thou, to the la$t moments of an unblemished 
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hfe, retain thy genuine simplicity^ Hxj singlenesi 
of hearty thy guileless sincerity !— and may's! 
ihouy stranger to ostentation and superior to 
insolence^ vi^ true greatness of soul^ shin^ 
forth conspicuous only in beneficence ! 

Aetbvb Txllabs* 
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LETTER Xill 



%AJkY VSlMOm TO SIB 90BK UELMONT, ^-Wei^OKQi 
US THX ritEGSPXKO IiETTJOl. 



IN the firm hope that the momeitt of anguish 
which approaches will prore the period of mjs 
sufferings, once more I address myself to Sir 
John Belmont in hehalf of the child, who> if 
it sutviyes its mother^ will hereafter be the 
bearer of this letter. \ 

Yet in what terms, — oh, most cruel of men I 
*— can the lost Caroline address jou, and not 
address you in vain? — Oh, deaf to the voice of 
couipassion — deaf to the sting of truth — deaf to 
every tie of honor — ^say, in what te^nns may 
the lost Caroline address you, and not address 
you in vain? 

Shall I call you by the loved, the respected 
title of husband? — no, you disclaim it! — ^tbe 
father of my infant? — no, you doom it to in- 
famy !; — the lover who rescued me from a forced 
marriage? — no, you have yourself betrayed me ! 
— the friend from whom I hoped succor and 
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protection? — ^no, jou hare consigned me U^ 
misery and destruction ! 

Oh^ hardened against every pl^a of jostiee^ 
remorse, or pity I how, and in what manner^ 
may I hope to more thee? Is there one me-* 
thod I hare left mitried? — ^remains there one 
resource imessayed? No! I have exhausted alt 
the hitterness of reproach, and drained ererj 
sluice of compassion ! 

Hopeless, and almost desperate, twenCy time$ 
hare I flung away my ped; but the feelings of 
a mother — a mother agonizing for the fiAe of 
her child — again animating my courage, at ofteifr 
I have resumed it. 

Perhaps, when I am no more ; -—when the mea-- 
sure of my woes is completed ; and the stilly 
silent, unreproaching . dust has receired my sad 
remains;— then, perhaps^ when aceusationis xkf 
longer to be feared nor detection to be dreaded, 
the voice of e^ty avul the cry of nature majr 
be heard f. 

Listen, O Belmont, to their dictates I Repro^ 
bate not yonr child, thou^ yon have reprobatecL 
its mother ! The evils that are pdst, perhaps, 
when too late, yon may wish to recal; — the' 
young creature you have persecuted, perhap^^ 
when ton late, you may regret that you hav«' 
destroyed ;-^you may think with horror o£ ther^' 
deceptions you havis practised, and the pangs of 

» S 
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remone may follow me to tbe tombt — Ob, 
Beknonty all mj resentment softens into pity at 
the' thought ! — what will become of thee, good 
heaven! when^ with the eje of penitence^ thou 
reriewest thy past conduct I 

Hear, then, the solemn, the last address with 
which the unhappy Caroline will importune 
thee? 

If, when the time of thy contrition arrires,-^ 
lor arrire it must! — when the sense of tliy 
treachery shall rob thee of almost every other; 
if then thy tortured heart ^all sigh to expiate 
thy guilty'— mark tbe conditions upon which I 
leave thee my forgiveness;. 

Thou knowest I am thy wife! — clear, then, 
to the world the reputation thou hast sallied, 
and receive, as iby lawful successor, the child 
who will present thee this my dying request F 

The worthiest, the most benevolent, the best 
of men, to whose consoling kindness I owe the 
litlle tranquillity I liaye been able to preserve^ 
has plighted me his faith that, upon no other 
conditions, he will part with his helpless charge. 
. Shouldst thou, in the features of this deserted 
innocent, trace the resemblance of the wretched 
Caroline, — should its face bear the marks of it» 
hirth^ and revive m thy memory the image of 
its' mother *, wilt thou not, Belmont t wilt thou 
not. therefore renounce il?— Oh; babe of my 
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fondest affection] r- for wh6m alreacly I expe-. 
rience all tbe tenderness of maternal pity! — 
look not like thy unfortunate mother^ — ^lest the 
parent, whom the hand of death may spare, 
shall be snatched from thee by the more cruel 
means of unnatural antipathy! 

I can write no m(H*e ! — The small share of 
serenity I have painfully acquired will not bear 
the shock of the dreadful ideas that crowd upon 
me. 

AdieUy-^fcMT ever! 

Tet ohi-^shall .1 not, in- this last fistrewel, 
which thou wilt not rend till every stormy 
pasrion is extinct, and the kind grave has 
embosomed all my sorrows, — shall I not offer to 
the man, once so dear to me, a raj:^ of consolation 
to those afflictions he has in reserve? Suffer 
me, then, to tell t)iee, that my pUy far e](c«eds 
my indignation, — that I will pray^-! f<6r -thee in 
my last raomentsy^^aild that the recoUeetion of 
the love I once bore thee shall Swallow up every 
other! , . 

Onoe more, adieu ! 

Carolune Belmokt. 
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tETTER xiy: 



3rTt£|NA TO. TBK BST. KAI TIB^AHT.. 



Glif(on, Oct. 3cL 

THIS mormng I saw from ttj mksA»w than 
Xiord Onille wad H^alkAag ki the garden^— but. 
I would ^oi go dowa stairs titt braakfi^st wasr 
jreaidly ; and ibe&y he paid me kk. coifi^liiDents» 
almost as ooldlj asr Imiy Loui^ paktheiw. 

I look mj x&mk plftee^ and Bfaa. Beaiaaiont^ 
liadj Louisa^ and M]*s. Selwy^ entered intsoi 
Aeit usual contetsaitioa .-*-Not so yoar Ei^liaa :. 
disregarded^ sUent, and melancbidf, sbe sal like^ 
a ci^pheiT) whom., to nobody bdbnging^ hj noH 
lK>dy waa notioed* 

111 .brooking such a sftuation, and unable to» 
support the neglect of Lord'OcviUe, the moment 
breakfast was oyer, I left the room and wa& 
going up stairs, wheny 'ferj unpleasantly, I was: 
stopped by Sir Clement Willoughby, who^ flying, 
into the hall, preyented my proceeding. 

He inquired yery particularly after my health,, 
and in treated me to return into the parlour^ 
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ITniriDrii^j I oooaeoXedy hnX thought anj thtng^ 
preferable to contiiiukig alone vith him; and 
lie would neiiher leave me nor »afier me to 
pass on : ytt, ki reinrning, I lett iMit a little 
ashamed of appearing thns to take the Ttftit off 
Sir Giesnent tomjs^lf; and, indeed, he endea* 
Tonred, ^j his manner of addressing me^ togiye 
it that air. 

He staid, 1 Belies^, an honr; nor wontd be,. 
perhaps, eren then haye gone, had not Mrs. Beaiw* 
mont broken up the partj, hf proposing an 
airing in her coach. Ladj L€Miisa consentedt 
to accompany her: bmt Mrs. Selwjm, irhe» 
appHed to, said, ^* If my Lord, or Sir Glement„ 
will join 118^ I shall be happy to make one;— - 
but really a tvio of females will be nerrons Xx^ 
the last degree.'* 

Sir Clement readily agreed to attend tbem;: 
indeed, be makes it his evident study to court 
the fevor of Mrs. Beaumont; Lord Orville 
excused himself from going out; and I retired^ 
lo my own room: what he did with himself 
F know not, for I wotdd not go down stairs 
tai dinner Was ready ; his coldness, though mjf 
own change of behaviour has occasioned it, so^ 
eraelfy 'depresses my spirits, that f know nol? 
bow to support myself in bt* presence. • -* 

At dinner, I found Sir Clement again of the 
party. Indeed be manages -every thing bis ownt 
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-way; for Mrs. Beaumont, though by no means 
easj to please^ seems quite at bis disposal. 
' Tbe dinner^ the afternoon^ and the eyening^ 
were to me the most irksome imaginable : I was 
tormented by the assiduity of Sir Clement, who 
not only ioolb, but made opportunities of speaking 
to me ; and I was hurt, — oby how inexpressibly 
hurt! — that Lord Oryille not only forbore, a^ 
bitherto, seeking^ — ^he even neglected all occasions 
of talking with, me ! 

I begin to think, my dear Sir! that the sudden 
alteration in my behaviour was illiudged and 
improper ; for, as I had receired no ofiencey-r-as 
the cause of the change was upon my account^ 
not hie,—'l should not have assumed, so abruptly, 
a reserve for which I dared assign no reason, 
nor have shunned his presence so obyiously, 
without considering the strange appearance of 
such a conduct. 

Alas, my dearest Sir! that my reflections 
should always be too late to serve me ! dearly, 
indeed, do I purchase experience ! and much 
I fear I shall suffer yet more severely from thei 
heedless indiscretion o.f my temper, ere I attain 
that prudence and consideration, which, by 
foreseeing distant consequences^ may rule and 
direct in preseiU exigenciesv 
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Oct. 4tb. 



"Jfeslerday morhing every body rode oat ex- 
cept* Mrs. Selwyn and myself : aud we two sat 
for some time together in her room ; but, as 
soon as I could, I quitted tier, to saunter in the 
garden ; for she diverts herself so unmercifully 
with raUying me, either upon my gravity or 
concerning Lord Orville, .that I dread having 
any conversation with her. 

Here I believe I spent* an hour by myself; 
when, hearing the garden-gate open, I went 
into an arbor at the end of a long walk, where^^ 
ruminating very unpleasantly upon my future 
prospects, I remained quietly seated but a few 
minutes, before I was interrupted by the ap- 
pearance of Sir Clement "Willoughby. 
.. I started, and would have left the arbor, but 
be prevented me. Indeed I am almost certain 
be had heard in ti;ie house where I was; asiti^ 
not otherwise probable he would have strolled 
down the garden alone. 

*' Stop, step!" cried lie, "loveliest and moat 
beloved of women! stop, and hear me !'^ 
' Then, making me kcfep my place, be sat down 
by me, and would have taken my hand; but' 
I drew it back, and said I could not stay. 

" Can yoU| then^" cried be^ " refuse iifi evea 
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the smallest gratification, though but jester^iajr 
I almost suffered martyrdom for the pleasure of 
seeing you?** 

" Martyrdom r Sir Clement.'^ 

^^ YeSy beauteous insensible f martyrddm f fot 
did I not compel myself to be immured in a 
carriage, the tedious length of a whole mom* 
bag, with the three most fiitiguing women itt 
England ?'* 

'^ Upon my Vovd, the ladies are extremetj" 
obliged to you." • 

" Oh r* returned he, 'Hbcy have, erery one of 
them, so copious a share of their own personal' 
esteem, that they haye no right to repine at the 
failure of it in the world) and, indeed, they wiB 
ihemselyes be the last to discover it.** 

" How little," cried I, '* aupe those ladies aware 
of such severity from ^ott /" 

*' They are guarded/' answered he, ** so hap* 
pily and so securely by their 'own eoneeit, that 
they are not ^ aware of it fi*om any. C^, *Mis9 
Anville I to be torn away fk'om you, in order to^ 
be shut i^p with t?iem, — is there a human being,, 
eixcept your cruel self, could forbear to pity 
me?" 

** I believ^e. Sir Clement, however hardly joxn 
may choose to jndge of them, your situation> 
by the world in general^ would rather 'bav0 
beeiL earned than pitiied/^ 
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. *' Tihe world in general/' anj^fered* be; " baf 
the sao;ie opinjoii of tbem tliat^ I h^ye myself t 
Mrs. BeauniQnt is every ivhere lauded td, Lady 
iiouisa ridicttled> and |^s. Selwya bated.*^ 

<^ Qood Gojdy Sir Qeltien^ whal cruel strength 
of words do you use!" 

. ^^'It is you, my angel J are to Uane; siBce 
y0w* |>erli^ciiona bave rendered tbek fitulu so 
glaring. I protest to yoti^ during, our whole ride^ 
I thought the carriage - drawn by snails. The 
^surd prxde of Mrs, Bf aumont, and the rcspec| 
ahe . eiaets, are at once insufferable and stupi- 
fying; had I never before been in her company^ 
I should have concluded that this had been her 
first airing froni; the beraldVoffice,-*-and wished 
ber nothing worse than that it might also bo 
the last. 1 assure you^ that> but for gaining tho 
fireedom of ber bonae> I would fly her as I would 
plague, pettitence', and £unine. Mra^ Selwyn^ 
indeed, afforded some relief 0rom this fefrmality i 
but the unbounded licence of her tongue—" 
« Oh, Sir Clement! do you object to that?^ 
<^ Tes, nay sweet fepoaoher, in a uPomaHj I 
do ; in a woman I think it intolerable, ^e haa 
wit, 1 aobiowledge, and more mhdersti^ding 
than half her sex put together; but she keepa 
alive a perpetoal expectation of satire, that 
spreads a general uneasiness among all wbo are 
in her presence^ and she talks so mucb|. thai 
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eren the best things she says -westrj the atteiT- 
tion. As to the litde Louisa^ 'tis such a pretty 
piec^ of languor, that 'tis almost cruel to spedk 
rationally about her;— else I should say, she is 
a mere eompound of affectation, impertinence, 
and airs." 

* " I am quite amazed/' said I, *' that, with 
such opiaions, yott can behare to them all wit)l 
so much attention and ciyility.'' 

^' CiTility, my angel I— why, I could worship, 
could adore them, only to procure myself a mo- 
ment of your conyersation ! Hare you not seen 
me pay my court to the gross Captain Mirvan, 
and the virago Madame Duyal? Were it possible 
that a creature so horrid could b^ formed, as to 
partake of the worst qualities of all these cha- 
racterii,— « creature who should hare the haughti- 
ness of Mrs, Beaumont, the bruulity of Captain 
Miryan, the self-conoeit of Mrs. Selwyn, the 
affectation of Lady Louisa, and the vulgarity of 
Madame Duval,--— even to such a monster as that, 
I would pay homage and pour forth adulation, 
only to obtain one word, one look, (rem my adored 
Miss AnviUer 

*' Sir Clement,'' said I, '< you are greatly mi»<- 
ta^Lcn' if you suppose such duplicity of character 
recommends you to my good opinion : but I must 
take this opportunity of begging you never mor^ 
to talk to me in this str^tin." 
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- ^'Oh, Mi0 AtaTille, your reprodfr^ j^tm ^old- 
ness, pierce' me to die • soul ? look upoame Untk 
.less rigor ^ and make mi wbat 70a please 'y — fovk 
shall goyern and direct All nay a«tioirs, — yont «hatt 
aaew-form, mw-model me: — 1 will nol have«ven 
-a wisb but ^f yo»r suggestion; only deign to 
look upon me with pily,-— if not with favor!'* 

** Safibr me, Sir,** said I yery grarely, " to 
make use of this occasion, to put a final con* 
olttsion to such expressions: I in treat you never 
•again to address me in a language so flighty 
and so unwelcome. Tou have already given me 
^eat uneasiness; and I must frankly assure you, 
that if you do not desire to banish me from 
wherever you are, you will adopt a very different 
style and conduct in future." 

I then rose, and wsis going, but he flung him'* 
self at my feet to prevent nie, exclaiming, in a 
most passionate manner, *' Good God ! Miss An* 
ville, what do you say? — is it, can it be possible, 
that so unmoved,— that, with such petrifying in- 
difference, you can tear from me even the remotest 
hope i" 

" I know not. Sir!" said I, endeavouring to 
. disengage myself from him, " what hope you 
mean; but I am sure that I never intended to 
give you any.** 

" You distract me !" cried he ; "I cannot en- 
dure such scorn i — I beseech you to have som9 
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Jtiodemtioii i& yonr croeltj, lest' yaa make lae 
de^rale: — saj, tfaehy that yoa pity me^r^-ofa, 
feirestinexopaUe! loTeliest tjrant!*— saj^ tell me^ 
at least, that jou pity me!'' 

Ju8t. t)ieny wbo should come in aght, as if 
ii^temling to pass by the aFhor, but Lord Ot^ 
Tille ! Good beaveir I bow did I start ! and be, 
the moment he saw me, turned pale and was 
hastily retiring ; — ^but I called out ^' Lord Oryille I 
•—Sir Clement, release me, — ^let go my bandi>' 

Sir Clement, in some confusion, suddenly rose, 
but stUl grasped my hand. Lord Orrille, wbo 
bad turned back, was again walking away ; but, 
still struggling to disengage myself, I called out, 
'' Pray, pray, my Lord, don't go i— Sir Clement, 
I insui u]^on your releasing me !" 

Lord Orrille then, hastily approaching us, said, 
with great spirit, *^ Sir Clement, you oanmol 
wish to detain Miss Anyille by force!" 

" Neithei?, my Lord," cried Sir Qement, 
proudly, ^^ do I request the honor of your Lord**- 
ship's interference." 

However^ he let go my hand, and I imme^ 
diately ran into the :house. 

I was now frightened to. death lest Sir Cle-* 
ment's mortified pride should provoke him to 
a£Pront Lord Orrille : I therefore ran hastily to 
Mrs. Selwyn, aad intreated her, in a manner 
hardly to be understood] to walk towards tlt# 
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arbor. She asked no qaestions, for slie is quick 
as lightning in taking a hint, but instantly hastened 
into the garden. 

Imagine, my dear Sir, how wretched J must 
be till I saw her return ! scarce could I restrain 
myself from running back: howeyer, I checked 
my impatience, and waited, though in agonies, 
till she came. 

And, now, my dear Sir, I have a conrersation 
to write, the most interesting to me, that J ever 
beard. The comments and questions with which 
Ifrs. Selwyn interrupted her account, I shall 
not mention; for they are such as you may rery 
easily suppose. 

Lord Onrille and Sir Clement were both seated 
Tery quietly in the arbor: and Mrs. Selwyn, 
standing still, as soon as Sha was within a few* 
yards of them, heard Sir Clement say, ^^ Tour 
question, my Lord| alarms me, and I can by no 
means answer it, unless you will allow me to 
propose another?" 

*< Unidoubtedly, Sir." 

'* You ask me, my liord, what are my inr 
tentions?-*! should be rery happy to be satisfied 
as to your Lordship's/' 

" I have never, Sir," replied Lord Orville, 
^' professed an^/." 

Here they were both, for a few moments, silent; ~ 
and then Sk Qement said, ** To what, my Lordj^ 
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itt«tot I^ Aett, inqpute jour iesiYe of knowtftg 

'' To an imaffected inters in Miss ABvilleV 
welfare.'' 

^' Such aa int^eal/' aaUl Sir QemeBt, drily,- 
'' 189 indeed very generous: but, eaicefit in ai 
father,— -a brother, — or a Iotw*-" 

^' Sir Clement/' interrupted his Lordship, 
*' I know your inference, and I acknowledge 
I have not the right of inquiry which any of 
those three titles bestow; and yet I confess the 
warmest wishes to serve her, and to see her 
happy* Will you, then, excuse me, if I take 
the liberty to repeat my question?" 

*' Yes, , if your Lordship will excuse my re- 
peating that i think it 'a rather extraordinary. ' 
one-" 

^ It may be so," said Lord Orville; '* but 
this young lady seems to be peculiarly situated; 
she is very young, very inexperienced, yet ap* 
pears to be left totally to her own 4ii'ection. 
She does not, 1 believe, see the dangers to which 
she is exposed ; and I wiU own to you, I feel 
a strong desire to point them out." 

*^ I don't rightly understand your Lordship, 
-—but I think you cannot mean to prejudise her 
against me?" 

*' Qer sentiments of youy Sir, are as much 
un^Lnown to m^ as your intentions towards Aer.r 
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-^perfaapS; ' were I acquainted with either, my 
officiousness might be at an end ^ but I presume 
not to ask upon what tenns — ^" 

Here he flopped *, and Sir Clement said, '^ Tou 
know, my Lord, I am not given to despair y I am 
by no means such a puppy as to tell you 1 am 
upon sure ground: however, perseverance — ^* 

** You are, then, determined to persevere?" 

'' I am, my Lord!" 

** Pardon me, then. Sir Clement, if I speak 
Id you with freedom. This young lady, though 
she seems alone, and, in some measure, un- 
protected, is not entirely without friends^ she 
has been extremely well educated, and accus- 
tomed to good company; she has a natural love 
of virtue, and a mind that might adorn.^a;i^ 
station, however exalted: is such a young lady, 
$ir Clement, a proper object to trifle with?— i 
for your princij^es, — excuse me, Sir! — are well 
known." 

" As to that, my Lord, let Miss Anville look to 
herself ; she has an excellent undersUnding, and 
needs no counsellor." 

*^ Her understanding is, indeed, excellent ; 
but she is too young for suspicion, and has 
an arllessness of disposition that I never saw 
equalled." 

'^ My Lord," cried Sir Clement, warmly^ 
^' your praises make me doubt your disinterested* 
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ttess; and there exists not the man who I would 
so unwillinglj bare for a riyal as yourself: but 
you must give me leave to say, you have greatly 
deceived me in regard to this affair." 

** How so, Sir?" cried Lord Orvillc, with 
equal warmth. 

'* Tou were pleased, my Lord," answered Sir 
Clement, '^ upon our first conversation concern-' 
ing this young lady, to speak of her in terms 
by no means suited to your present encomiums \ 
you said she "Wss^L poor, fsfeakf Ignorant girl; and 
I had great reason to believe you had a mos( 
contemptuous opinion of her." 

*' It is very true," said Lord Orville, " that 
I did not, at our first acquaintance^ do justicef 
to the merit of Miss Anville; but I knew not; 
then, how new she was to the world ; at present^ 
however, I am convinced that whatever might 
appear strange in her behaviour was simpfy the 
effect of inexperience, timidity, and a retired 
education ] for I find her informed, sensible, and 
intelligent. She is not, indeed, like most modern 
young ladies, to be known in half an hour ; her 
modest worth and fearful excellence require both 
time and encouragement to show diemselves.-^ 
She does not, beautiful as she is, seise the soul- 
by surprise, but, with more dangerous fascina-' 
tion, she steals it almost imperceptibly." 

^' Enough, my Lordl" cried Sir Clement; 
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/' your solkitude for her welfare 13 now suffi- 
,€ienily explained."- 

, '^ My friendship and esteem^" retpmed Lord 
OryiUe^ ^' I do not wish to dj^uise y bat assure 
yourself, Sir Clement^ J sho^d not haye troubled 
you upon, this subject^ bad. ^iiiiss Anville and 
I ever , egnrersed but as frie^ods : howev^, since 
you dQjtot.c^Qse to aYOw.^yoi^' inteBtionsi we 
91.1^^ 4f op, the subject," 

« My intentions," . cried Ue,. " I will fran% 
ownji are. barely l^QOwn to niyiMtf. I think Miss 
Aiiyille the. loveliest of her sex, and, were; 1 a 
fiutrrying man^ ..she, of all, the women I, have 
seen, I would $x upon for a wife ; but I believe 
that not even the philosophy of jour Liordship 
wo^ld recommend to me a connexion • of |hat 
sort .nyit^ a .girl of Ql^;iejv«*e births wh^ife. oplj. 
dowry is her beauty^ ai^d who is evidently ia, n 
state of dependency." 

^^ Sir Clement/' cried Lord Orville, with^pme 
beat, '^ we will discuss this ppint no further ^ 
we are bqth free-agents^ and niust act for oui^ 

9ere.]lfi«. S^wyn^r fearing a surprisf^^ and 
£ndipg;payappreh|;iisionsof d«(nger if^ere* ground 
lesfi^jre tired hastily into ano^er walk, and soon 
afi^r. came ;tp , give me ^his aocount. 

Good heaven \ wh$\^a man. is- this Sir Clement ! 
so dengning) though so easy; so deliberately 

VOL. uz. o 
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artful, th6ugh so flighty ! Greatly, Bowerer, is 
he mistaken, all confident as he seems ; for the 
girl obscure, pooi*^ dependent as slie is, far from 
wishing the honor of fais alKiancef, 'would not onlj 
noi4^ hut alrt^ays hare rejected it. 

As to Lord Orville— but I wiH nbt' trust my. 
|)en to mention 'hi*; *— tell *iei toy dear ^Slr, 
Ivhat you think of bim?-— t^ me if hk is toot the 
noblest of men ?^— and if ybu can feith^r wond^i^ 
j^y or blame mj admiration? ' • 

' The id^a of beio^ seefi'by ehbek"' ^arlyy im^ 
i&edreitely aflcr so sFngular a cotrrer^tiony was 
Both awkward and distressing to ibe; But I wib 
obliged to appear at dinner. Sir Clement, I saw, 
#a^ absent atad'^uneasy^;' lie watched me, ht 
watched 'Lord Orrille, and was evidently dis*' 
turbfed ill hfs mind. ' WheneriSr he spoke tome, 
1' turned' f^m'liiixi with^ undisguised 'disdain; fct' 
I am too much irritated against 'hiAi^ 16 bear 
wirti his itlii^eant assi^uilies any longer: ' 
' *But, not once — not a moment did I dare' 
meet the fey'es of Lord Orville! — Ml conscious^ 
ness myself, I dreaded his penetration,' and" 
-directed mih'e'^ every Way but towards* his.'^'^e 
rest bf ih^ day I' never quilted' Mrs, SfeHi^ii.'^*"' 

Adieu, 'my deat* Sir! to-tnoirrow 1 expect ^oSJr 
idirections whethier I'atn to re turtrtbiBcrtyHiS',' 
or once more to visit 'London. '^^ ''^ *^^' "^ 

J ; (.<... . 1-. 4. I ^gri.. ' ■:> '-.' 
.Ul ..icv 



y Google 



EVSl^lMA* l^f. 



LETTER XV. 



SVSLXKA IN CONTINUjLTIOK. 



Oct. 6ih. 

. AKD now^ my dearest Sir! if the perturbation 
of ;ny spiriu will ^llow me, I will finish mj last; 
letter from Cliftoa Hill. 

This morning, though I did not go dovm stairs 
«arly> Lord Onrille was 4ie only pei^son in the 
parlour wh^n^.]! entered it: — I felt no small 
confusion at seeing him alone, after haying so; 
long and si»oees6f«Uy avoided sjieh a meeting*. — 
M soon 9$ the visual oompUments were orer^ 
I would haye left tjie room, but he sJtopp^d me 
by saying, '' If I . disturb you> Miss AutiU^, 
I am gone*" 

'^ My Lord/' said I, rather embarrassed,, f' J[ 
d^d not mean to stsQr.'' 

'' I flattereid myndi/' cried he, ^^ I should h#:^ 
had a xnomeat's conyersalton with you." 

I then turned bael; .and he seemed hims^^ 
in some perplexity : but ^fter a short pa^, '< Toev . 
are yery good,'' said he, *' to indulge my re^piest. 

a a 
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Iharey indeed, for some time patt^ mos^ ardently 
desired an opportonitj of speaking to yon.'* 

Again he paused ; but J. said nothing : so he 
went on, 

*^ Toil allowed me ^ Madam, a few days since, 
you allowed me to lay claim to your friendship, 
— to interest myself in your aflkirs, — to caJl 
yon by the affecticmate title of sister; — ^and the 
honor yon did me, no man could hare been mor6 
sensible of: I am ignorant, therefore, how I haye 
been so unfortunate as to forfeit it:-— bul, at pre- 
sent, all b changed I you fly me, — ^your averted 
eye shuns to meet mine^ and you sedulously avoid 
my oonyersation.'' 

' ^I was extremely disconcerted at this grave 
and hut too just accusation, and I am sure I must 
1 ook very sim]^e ^**— but I miide no answer. 

** Tott wiM not, I hope,^ continued he, ^* con- 
demn me unheard; if there is any thfaig I have 
donCf or any thing I have neglected, — tell me, 
I beseech you, it^hat; and it shall be die whole 
study of my thoughts how to deserve your par«- 
aon-'' 

'< Oh, my Lord f cried I, penetrated at once 
with shune and gratitude, *^ yovr too, too great 
politeness oppresses me ! — you have done no- 
thing, — ^I haye never dreamt of offence^ — if there 
is any- pardon to be asked, it is rather for ms 
* dian (or you to ask it." 
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** Tou are all sweetness and condescension!'* 
cned he ; *' and I flatter mjself yon will again 
allow me to claim those titles which I find 
myself so unable 1o forego. Yet> occupied as 
I. am with an idea which gives me the severest 
uneasiness^ I hope you will not think me imper- 
tinent if I still solicit^ — still intreat^ nay^ implore 
you to tell me, to what cause your late sudden—^ 
and to me most painful reserve wa$ owing ?^ 

'^ Indeed^ my liord!" said I, stammering^ 
" I don't,-*I can't f— indeed, my Lord !— " 

'^ I am sorry to distress you," said he, '' and 
ashamed to he so urgent; — yet I know not how 
to be satisfied while in ignorance, — and the lrm# 
when the change happened makes me appre- 
head-^may I, Miss AnviUe, tell you iphai it 
makes me apprehend?" 
:! *' Certainly, my Lord!^ 
9 ^* Tell me, then — ^and pardon a question most 
essentially important to me ; — ^had, or had not. 
Sir «. dement Willoughby any share in causing 
your inquietude?" 

-/' No, my Lord!" answered I, with finnness, 
'* none in the world." 

'^ A thousand thousand thanks!" cried he: 
** you have relieved me from a^ weight of con- 
jecture which I supported very painfully: but 
one thing more; is it, in any measure, to Siv 
aeiK^ent that I. may attribute the alteration in 

o 3 
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your behayiour to myself^ which, I could not 
hut observe, began the very day of his arriral 
at the Hotwells?" 

'' To Sir Clement, my Lord!" sAii I, " atlri^ 
bote nothing. He is the last man in the world 
who would hare any influence oyer my conduct." 

" And will you, then, restore lo me that 
share of confidence and favor with which you 
honored me before he came?** 

Just then, to my great reltef,-^for I knew not 
what to say, — ^Mrs. Beaumont opened the door, 
and in a few minuted we went t6 breakfast. 

Lord Orrille was all gaiety ; never did I see 
him mcxre lively or more agreeable. Very soon 
after. Sir Clement 'Willoughby called, to pay 
bis respects, he said, to Mrs. Beaumont. I then 
came to my own room, where^ indulging my 
^reflections, which now soothed and now alamied 
me, I remained very quietly, till I received y6ur 
most kind letter. 

Oh, Sirl how svveet are the prayers you offer 
f<wp your Evelina ! how grateful to h6r are the 
blessings you pour upon her head !«!— You c^mfnit 
me to my rea/ joartf/z^/—- Ah!' guardian, frii^nd, 
protector oftaiy youth !--^by whom my helpfess 
infiaucy was cherished, my mind formed, my 
vci*y Itfe preserved, — -yoi* are the patent my 
heart acknowledges • and to you do I vow e,tlS^ 
nal.4aty^ gratitude, and affection! 
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I look.fomaril_V> Uie approachiiig^ inlervietf 
urith more i^ear 'than boDe; but/ important as i^ 
tl^is subject, I am just now^yrbolly engrossed 
^itb anotber/ -whicb I must bast^n to commu-^. 
nicate. 

I imnie4*iatelj ac^uaintf d; Mrs. Selwyn with 
tbe purport o^ your letter. , She was charmed 
to find your opinion agreed with ber own^ and 
settled tb^ %^e di9uld go to town to-morrow 
mornings and ,a cbaise is actually ordered to^ 
be bei'e by one p'clocH^ 

She ibien desired me. to^acl; up. my clotbes^' 
and said sbe must go^ herself^ XomaJtB 9j)efchas 
f nd teil iie^ to , Mrs. Bqaun^Qt « 
. ^Wb^ I .went doi^n >siaivs to djbmer, Lor(^ 
pryiU^^ "^bo,,."^a» siiUjp .excellept spirits, ror 
praacl>ed «^ for. «ecludi9|; , n^yself so sfwc)^ 
from tbe oopig^ny. . l^e^s^t ne]tt.me — he.tvpuf4 
sit^ ncxjt lye-j-^t tabla^j awd . Jjp m^ight,;! .am, sore, 
repeat wbat be once said "of lae, )>^fp.re^ ,tkai 
?i0^,al^st,jxlfafist^(l hjkWfS^Jf in fn^iJ^^ffiu en- 
deavours to tfitertain me ; — for,* indeed, I- yrap 
' nol^ to. jbe cytgiil^inecj .: ^1^ y?ia ^oujjly.. ^P^ijHtless 
and dejected; tbe idea of the appvoa^liiujg ^e^\r 
ing,-;-agLd)0b. Sir! the. idea of tbe approapbing 
parting, — give a f;liejay i?j9S§ to^ ipy te,^r]ii tiw^ 
I, could. -neither concruer ^or repress... I .eyen 
regretted tbe balf-e^pIanattQa that had passed. 

! ** ...f IrjuakAo-^' *'Iuv7-- ti oa Si': -•7/' - 
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and wished Lord (^irille bad sn'pporied 1aXi oirn 
reserve, and suffered' me to support mine. 

However, when, during dinner, Mrs. Beau- 
mont spoke of our journey, my gravity vras no 
longer singular^ a cloud instantly overspread 
the countenance of Lord Orville, and he be- 
came nearly as thoughtful and at silent as 
myself. 

We all went together to the drowing-^room. 
After a short and unentertaining conversation, 
Mrs Selwyn said she must prepare for her 
journey, and begged me to see for some booLt 
she had left in the parlour. 

And here, while I was looking for them, I 
was followed by Lord Orville. He shut the 
door after he camfe in, and approaching me 
with a look of great anxiety, said, '' Is this 
true, Miss Anyfllel are you going?' 

'' I believe so, my Lord,** said I, stilt look* 
ing for the books. / 

'' So suddenly, so unexpectedly must I lose 
you?* 

** No great loss, mstj Lord," cri^d I/ endeavour- 
ing to speak cheerfully. ' 

" Is it possible,'' said he,, gravely, '^Mis« An- 
ville can doubt my sincerity?'' 

*' I cwt imagine,*^ cried t " What ^, Sel- 
wyn has done with these books.'' 

''. yroM to heaven 1'^ conlinved he, '< I 
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might flatter myself you would allow me to 
prove it!" 

'' I most run up stairs," cried I; greatly con- 
fused, ** and ask wbat she has done with 
them." 

'' You are going, then," cried he, taking my 
hand, *' and you giye me not the smallest hope 
of your return! — ^Will you not, then, my too 
iorely firi^d! — ^will you not^ at least, teach 
me, with fortitude like your own, to support 
yourdbsence?' 

'' My Lord|*' cried I, endearouring to disen* 
gage my hand, '^ pray let me go!" 

'' I will," cried hcy to my inexpressible con- 
fusion, dropping on one knee, '' if you wirf^ 
to leave me !" 

" Oh, my Lord!" exclaimed I, '^ rise, I 
beseech ypu, rise! — such a posture to meii— 
surely jovir Lordship is not so cruel as to mock 
me!" 

'' Mock you !" repeated he earnestly, '' no, 
I revere yOu! I esteem audi admire you above 
all human beings ! you are the friend to whoa 
my soul is attached as to its* better half! you 
are the most amiable, the most perfect of wo* 
men! and you are dearer to me than language* 
has the power of telling!" 

I attempt not to describe my sensations at 
that moment^ I scarce breathed; I doublod 

o 5 
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}f I existed ;-^the blood forsook my^ cheeks^ and 
my feet refused to sustain me: Lord Oryille, 
hastily risings supported me to a cbair^ upon 
nrhich I sunk^ almost lifeless. 

For a few minuteS; we neither of us spoke > 
ftnd then, seeing me re<5oter, Lord Oryflle, 
though in terms hardly articulate^ intreated my 
pardon for his abruptness. The moment .my 
strength retuitned^ I attempted to "rise, but h^ 
would not p0rmit me. 

I cannot write the scene that followed, tliongK 
eTery w6rd is engraren bn my heart : but his 
protestations, his expressions, were too flattering 
ibr repetition : nor would he^ in spite of my re- 
peated efforts -to leave him, suffer me to escape; 
in short, my dear Sir, I was not proof against 
tiis solicitations-^ahd he drew from me the most 
sacred secret of my heart t 

I know not how long we were together; but 
Lord Oryille was upon his knees, when the 
door was opened "by Mrs. Selwyn! — To tell 
you, Sir, the shame with which I was over- 
whelmed, would be impossil)Ie ; — ^I snatched my 
hand from Lord 'Orville, — he, too, started and 
rose ; and Mrs. Selwyn, for some instants, stood 
&cing lis both in silence. 

At last, 'f My Lord!'* said she, sarcastically, 
*' hare you been so good as to help Miss Anville 
4« look for my hooka?" 
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'^ Tes, Mjkdamr* answered he, .aUempting to 
rally, '^anSIhope we sball soon be able %o find 
them." ^ . , , . , 

^* Your Lordship is .^xiremely kind," said she^ 
drilji ^^but I can by \n6 m^ans consent to take 
up any mbre' of your time." ,Thenf looking 
on the w^ii.dow-seat^ she presently foun^ ^^® 
books, and added, ^''Qome, her^ are just three, 
and so, like the seryahts in the Drummer, this 
important affair may give employment to us all.'^ 
She then presented one o^.them to LordOryille, 
another .tQ me, an(|, taking a third herself, with 
a ,most provpking look she left ihe r,oom. 

I would instantly have followed h^r ; but, Lord 
Oryille, wl^p could not help laughing, begged 
me to stay a piiinute, as be had many important 
matters to discuss.. 

'^ No, indeecf, my Lord! 1 .ca^i^dt; — perhaps 
I have already staid \oq long.^' 

'^ Does Miss Any ille sosQon .repent her good- 
ness?,' , . . ' 

"^1 scarce know wW I do, my Lord, — ^I am 
c[mte bewildered r* 

., '* One .hour's conyersation," cried he, *^ will 
I hope compose your spirits and confirm imy 
happiness^ When, then, may I hope to se& 
you ^lone?,*^ shall yon walk in the garden to- 
morrow before breakfiist?' 

*' Ko; nO; my Lord! jou must not^ a seeondl 

4^ 6 
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time, reproach * me vltb making . ^n appoini" 
ment/' 

** Do jou tli^n,^ said, be, laughingly '' re^rye 
that honor only for Mr. Macartney^' 

" Mr. Macartney," said 1, " is poor^ and thinks 
himself obliged Xo me; other\eise — " 

''PoTerty," cried he, " 1 will not plead; but 
if being obliged to you has any weight, who 
shall dispute my title to an appointment?" 

" My tiOrd, I can stay no longer j^— Mrs. Sel- 
wyn will lose all patience.** 

**^ Deprive her not of the pleasure of her con^ 
jecturefi; — ^but, tell me^ are you under Mrs. Sel- 
wyn's care?" 

'' Only for ihe ptesent, my Lord.*' 

'^ Not a few are the questions I hate to ask 
MissAnville: among .them, the most important 
is, whether she depends wholly on herself, .or 
whether there is any other person for whose 
interest I must solicit?** 

" I hardly know, my Lord! I hardly know 
myself to whom I most belong.** 

*^ Suffer, — suffer me, then," cried he, with 
warmth, '^ to hasten the time when that shall 
no longer admit a doubt ! — when your grateful 
Orrillc may call you all his own P* 

At length, but with difficulty, I broke from 
him. J went, however, to my own room; for 
I was too much agitated to follow Mrs« Selwyn. 
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CrooA'CtoAy my diear Sir, What a scene !--^iireIj 
the meeting for which I shall prepare to-morrerir; 
cannot so greadjr ittfect me! To he loTed'by 
Lord Orrille^ — to. life the honored choice of his 
noUe^heart,*»m7 happhiess seemed t<k> infinite 
to be borne; and I wept> eyeri bvtterlj I wept^ 
from the excess of )<^ -which iWerpowered me.. 

In this state of ,aiin6sl painful felicity, I coa- 
tinued till I was summoned to tea. When I^ 
re^nleikcl the drawing-room^ I rejoiced' much 
to find it full of company ; as the coniusion. with* 
which I met LordOrrflle was rendered the less 
obserrahle. 

Immediatelj after tea, most of the company 
played at cards*^ and then, and till supper- 
time, Lord OnriUe devoted himself wholly to 
me. 

He saw that my eyes were red, and would 
not let me rest till he had made me confess 
the cause-, and when, diough most reluctantly, 
I had acknowledged my.weakness^ I could with 
difiiculty refrain from weeping -again at the 
gratitude he e:ppressed. 

He earnestly desired to know if my journey 
could not be postponed; and, when I said no, 
intreated permission to attend me to town. 

«Oh, ifty Lordr cried I, " what « request!'' 

'^ The sooner/' answered he, ** I make my 
dtTOtion to you ^ubliC| the sooner I may expect, 
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from jrour Afiic^cj, ypu ^ilLcQi^v^e ihe^worlit 

jeu eiiiH>arAge no ^^ret^ofigl^n/* 

''Tott.te%pii||[)ie, tbQn^ mj^j^dl the iiif(f rence 
I itiight expfectj if I opiiiplie4«'!. 

'f And 4s^n ,jau iroiadex I ^i44 sec^ to'hai^teip^ 
the happy iivfie^ vbe^i ^x>SQnipl^jt uo.dUprelio;^^ 
wilL d^nMiuL Q^v sepa^f^\\o^H: s^yrken the moal 
pimclilloiis ^etic&oj. wi\\ . rather. ^ promotei . than 
oppase^ 'mj. happiness^ in at^iidi% lyou?"]. ... . , 

To 'this I ifa^ silent^ andhfi remrged ^if.Te^ 
qtieat. ,- ; • ^ ♦ 

' .^' llj Lord!" said I, '^ y93M)a9lF V^hat I -^st^ 
no power to grant. This journey will -depriirQ 
ne of all right, to act fpr myself.'* -: 
- "What doesi Wise A*Tille,.m€iaTi?" |.. 

."I cannot ^kOw .expUio i^Piy^Ifj; :in4eed^ if 
I could, the task would be both painful and 
tcdio«." 

" Oh, Miss Anville!" cried he, " when may 
I hope to .date the pexiod of this mysterj? — 
when 'flatteit mjself that my promised frien4 
wiH indeed lionor me with her coofidenoe?" 

"My Lord/' said I^ 'f I mean not to affect 
any mystery,— -but Wfi affiMTs are so dream- 
ftanced, that a long aUd mo^t unhappy story 
can alone' explain them : howeyei:, if a short 
suspense wiU 'gire your Lordship any aoeasi- 
ness — ^^ 
, ^< My beloted.MissAHTillel" mod he^ eagerly^ 
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'/par<b>ii knj impatient !--Tbii shali tell t&e 
nothing jou would wish to conceal, —I wlH 
wait your o#n time lor informatioii^ a*d trust 
to your goodness for^ its i^ed." 

" There is nothing, my Lovd, I Wish to con- 
ceal, — ^to postpone an expkmktiott is aUI desir3«^ 

He then refquested, that, 'since ' I 'Would iiot 
allow bink td accompany me to town/ IWoixU 
permit him to write to me^ and pvomise f» 
answer his lettera. 

A sstdd^h jreeoUediim^ of the two lettem whiolb 
had already passed between us occurring to «ie^ 
I hastily a^tswered, '^ No, indeed, my LoihI!" 

^' 1 am extreme}y sorry,*' said he, graT«ly, 
'^ that you thfaik me too presumptuous. I musi 
own I had ilattAred' myself, that to softeh the 
inquietude of an absence,, which seems attended 
by so many inexplicable circumstances, wouM 
not haye beeik to mcnr your disjdeasuve." 

This seriousness hurt me; and I could not 
forbear Saying, ^*' Can yo« indeed desire, my 
Lord, that lahouU, a second time, Expose my^ 
self, by an unguarded readiness to write to 
you?" 

^'A second timif unguarded readiness!^* te^ 
peated he-, ^' you amaxe meV' 

*^ Has your Lordship, then^ qftite forgot the 
foolish letter I was 90 iinprttdeut as to send you 
when in town?'. 
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<' I hate not the least idea/' cried he, ''of 
what you mean/' 

*' \Vliy then, mj Lord!*' mA I, «'we had 
better let the subject drop." 

^ Imrpossible !" cried he, *' I cannot rest with- 
out an eiplanation!" 

And then/ he obliged me to speak yery openly 
of both the letters; but, my dear Sir! imagine. 
ny Bolrprise, when he assured me, in die .most 
solemn manner, that, far from baring ever written 
me a single line, he had never reeeived, seen, or 
heard of my letter ! 

This subject, whidi caused mutual astonish- 
ment and perplexity to us both, entirely engrossed 
ns for the rest of the ereuing ; and he made me 
promise to show him the letter t had received in 
his name to-morrow morning, that he might 
endeavour to discover the author. 

After supper, the conversation became gene- 
ral. 

And now, my dearest Sir I may I not call for 
your congratulations upon the events of this 
day?-^a day never to be recollected by me, but 
with the most grateful )oy! I know how nracb 
you are inclined to think well of Lord Orville; 
I cannot, therefore, apprehend that my frank- 
ness to him will displease you. Perhaps the 
time is not very distant when your Evelina's 
choice may receive the sanction of her bes) 
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fneiiid^s judgment and approbation^— which aeema 
now all she has to wish ! 

In regard to the change in my situation which 
must first take place^ surely I cannot be blamed 
for what has pasted ! the partiality of Lord Or- 
Tille must not only reflect hoiKMr upon me^ but 
upon all to whom I do or may belong. 

Adieu, most dear SirJ I will write ftgaia 
when I arrir^ aI London. 



I • '•.-, 
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LETTER XVJ: 



SrEtUfAr ^a C99;n»VATltX]lii. , 

f • . • ^ 

'Clifton, 'Oct« Ttb. 

TOU viH see, mj clear Sir ! that I was mis- 
taken in supposing I should write no more from 
this place, where mj residence, now, seems 
more uncertain than ever. 

This morning, during breakfast, Lord Orville 
took an opportunity to beg me, in a low voice, 
to allow him a moment's conversation before 
Heft Clifton; <' May I hope," added be, '' that 
you will stroll into the garden after breakfast?' 

I made no answer, but I believe my looks 
gave no denial; for, indeed, I much wished to 
be satisfied concerning the letter. The moment, 
therefore, that I could quit the parlour, I rau 
up stairs for my calash; but before I reached 
my room, Mrs. Selwyn called after me, " If 
you are going to walk. Miss Anville, be so good 
as to bid Jenny bring down my hat, and Til 
accompai^ you." 

Yery much disconcerted, I turned into the 
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drawing-room^ without making a^y answer^ and 
t1i6re I hoped to wait unseen^ till she had 
otherwise disposed of herself. But^ in a few^ 
ininiites^ the door opened^ and Sir Clement 
Willoughby entered. 

Starting at the sight of him^ in rising hastily^ 
I let drop the letter which I had brought for 
Lord Orville's inspection, and, before I could 
recover it, Sir Clement, springing forward, had 
it in his hand. He ^t^s just p^senting it to 
me, and, at the same time, inquiring after my 
health, when the signature caught his eye, and 
he reid aloud *' Orville." 

1 endeavoured, eagerly, to snatch it from him, 
hut he would not permit me, and, holding it 
last, in a passionate manner exclaimed, ^' &ood 
God, Miss iinville ! is it possible you can value 
such a letter as this?" 

The question surprised and confounded me^ 
and I was too much ashamed to answer him; 
but finding he made an attempt to secure it, I 
prevented him, and vehemently demanded him 
to return it. ' 

" Tell me first,** said he, holding it above 
my Ttach, *' tell m6 if you have, sihce^ received 
any more letters from the same person?^ .* 

" No, indeed," cried I, '^ Aeycr?' 
• " And wfll yon aWo, sweetest of w6men! pro- 
mise that you never n^iU receive any ' 'm6re ? 
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Saj thaty and you wiUr make vine r. the happiest 
•of meD." « .,' el .' 

'^ Sir Clement/' cried {^/greatly confused^ 
*' pray give me the letter !" t 

'^ And wiU you not first satisfy my douhls?-^ 
will you not relieye me from the torture of the 
^ost distria<^tin£ suspense ?•— tell me but that the 
"^^e^e^e^ Or^il^ has^ yritten to you no more !" 
• /< Sir Clement/* cried I, angrily, ", you have 
no right to maL/B any ppi^ditions I^so, pray give 
me the letter directly," • 

*^ Why such solicitude about this fateful IfStter? 
can it possibly deserve yoinr eagerness? . Tell me 
-virith truth, with sincerity tell me— does it really 
merit the least anxiety?' 

'^ No matter, Sir !" cried I, in great perplexi^^ 
** the letter is mine, and therefore-—'* 

<< I must conclude, then," said he, ^' that 
the letter deserves your utmost contempt, — ^but 
that the name of Orv^le is sufficient to make 
you prise it." , - . i • t 

'^ Sir Clement !" cried ^ ejdoring, ^* you are 
quite-*you are very much — the letter is not-—" 

^' O Miss Anville!". cried he, *' yqu blush!— 
'you stammer!— Great heaven! it is^ then, aUas 
I jEeared!" 

<a know n^t," cried I, half frightened, ^'wfaat 
yon mean ; but I beseech you to giye me the ktter 
and to compose jourpelf," 
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*' The letter," cried he, gnashing his leeth, 
^you shall nerer see mora! Tou ought to 
haye burned it the moment you had read it!'* 
and in an instant, he tore it into a thousatkd 
pieces. 

~ Alarmed at ai fury so indecently outrageous, 
I would haye ran out of the room^ but he caught 
hold of my gown, and cried, "Not yet,— not yet 
must you. go! I am bat half-mad yet, and you 
must stay to finish your work. Tell me, there« 
fore, does Orrille know your £Bttal {partialis? — 
Say yes/* added he, trembling with passion, '< and 
I will fly you for ever!" 

" For heayen's sake. Sir Clement!" cried J, 
'' release me !— if you do not, you will fic»rce me 
to call for help." 

^^ Gall, then," cried he, 'f inexorable and most 
unfeelmg girl ! cdl, if you please, and bid all the 
world witness your triumph; — ^but could ten 
worlds obey your call, I would not part from 
you till you had iMiswered me» Tell me, then, 
does Onrille know you loye him?" 

At any other time, te inquiry so gross would 
haye giyen me inexpressible confusion;- but 
now, the wildness ofhis manner terrified me, 
and I only said, " Whateyer you wish lo 
know. Sir Clement, I will tell you another 
time; but for the present, I intreat you to let 
megol" 
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*^ Enough!'' cried he, '^ I understand yon! 
— the art of OryiUe has pFeyailed ^*^cold, inani-^ 
mate, phlegmatic^ a^ he U, you haye x^adered 
him the moat enTied oC men 1 — Que thing; 
more, and I baye done -.—Will he many yon?** 

What a ^nestion ! my cheeks glowed with 
lodignation, and I felt loo proud to make any 
answer. 

. '' I aee> I see how it is/' cried he^ after a 
diort pause, *^ and I find I am undone ior 
«7^r!'' Then^ letting loose my gown, he put 
kis hand to his. forehead, and walked np an^ 
down the room in a hasty and agitated man- 
jaer. ) 

Though' now at Hberty to go, I had not the 
courage to leare him; for his evident distress 
eg^cited all my compassioai; and thSiB was our 
situation, when Lady Louisa, Mr.~ Goverley, and 
Idrs. Beaumont entered the rooin. 

'' Sir Qement Willoughhy," aaid ihe ktter, 
'^ I beg pardon for making you wait so long/ 
but—'' 

She had not time for ^another word^ Sir Cle- 
ndent, too much disordered to know or card 
what he did^ 4»natched up his hat, and^ brnsfa- 
is^ hastily past her, ilew down stairs and out 
of the house. 

, 4^|3Ld;with him went i^y ^cerest pity, though 
I earnestly hope I shall see him no more ; but 
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whsLi, my dear Sir! am I to conclude from his 
strange speeches ooncernhig the letter? does it 
not seem as if he was himself the author of it? 
bow else should he be so well acquainted with 
the contempt it merits? neither do I know 
another human being who could serre any 
interest by sudi a deception. I remember, 
too^ that }ust as I bad given my own letter to 

th^ maid, ' Sir 'Clement; came into the shop; 
-probably he preyailed upon her, by some 
bt*ibery9 to give it to htm, and afterwards, by 
the same means, to deliTcr to me an answer of 
bis . own ' writing: indeed I can in no other 
manner account for this affair." Oh, Sir Ge* 
ment ! were you not yourself unhappy, I knolw 
not ho#^I could pardon an artifice that has 
caused^ me so much uneasiness ? 

His abrupt departure occasioned a kind of 
general consternation. 

"^ Very extWorflnary behariour this !'• cried 
Mrs. Beaumont. 

' '^ Egad?' said 'Mr. Corertey, '' the Baronet 
Hits^'a^tninSd to" tif *us *a' toudh of thie heroics 
thitf'ttoMii^l'''' t '"'^ ^'-'^ ' ■ >' ' 

** I declare/' cried Lady Louisa, " I never 
stW atiy'thii^W'ttibbst^^ttl^tii iaj liftM it's 
i^n ab^iiDiiblJ,-^!' ^ktf «i^ mM's* lifad|^ 
I'm sa#^^4feir^ifm<M^a ikocyikg fl^^ 

Vim6t iJ^,^4lbfe«elw^'<^e- 
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Jjord Merlon. Tbe former^. adTancing hastSlj^ 
to me, said, ^' Mi^s AnTille, Itave you an alma* 
nack?" 
.'^Me!— no. Madam," 

"-Who has one, then?'' 

'* Egad!" cried Mr. Coverley, " I neyer bought 
one in mj life ; it wonld make, me quite melan* 
cbolj to haye such a timekeeper in mj pock^t^ 
I would 'as soon walk all day before an hour- 
glass," 

" You are in the rig)it," said Mrs* Sehryn, 
" not to wafch time \ lest you should be betrayed^ 
unawares, into reflecting. how you employ it." 

'' Egad, Ma'ami" cried he, /^ if time thought 
no more of me than I do of tinuy I belieye I 
should bid defiance, fyr one while, to old age 
and wrinkles, — ^for, deuce tak^ mel if ev^ I thi^k 
about it at alL" 

'* Pray, Mr. Cbyerley," said Mm. Selwyn, 
why do you think it necessary to tell, m^ this 
so often?" 

'' Often!" repealed he, V Egad, Madam! I 
^on't know why ,1 9ajd. it nqw, — bu^ J'm sure 
I can't recollect that eyer I .owiied :^, mifcb 

t^«-'i • . ... -^ V.' \ J. \» ' -': •» I •* 

"* Oi^e^ if. be%e,l".,<^d,,she, '' wby, i#y 
dear Sir ! ^ yw osm ^o«H d^y:>jiti M ei^iy, 
word>,.Wfy l^>o^^9«ctijWi5r|^rijiip(84»<" ,fi ^ 
;,! know n^ if,,]^i^.iysi4^9«|t^;irtie^|^ sf^^y 
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t>f he^ satire, but he onlj turned off with 4 
faiugli : ftnd she then applied to Mr. Loyel, and 
asked if he had an ahnanack ? 

Mr. Lovely who always looks alarmed wheat 
ibe addressed him, with some hesitation answered^ 
*^ I assure you, Ma*4MSi> I hare no manner of 
antipathy to an almanack, — ^none in the least^-^ 
I assure you; — ^I dare say I have four or five.'* 

'* Four or five ! —pray may I ask what use 
you make of so many ?" 

<' Use !--7really, Ma'am^ as to that,— I don't 
make any particular use of them,—- but one must 
have them, to tell one the day of the month^ 
Tm sure^— *else, I should never k^ep^^it in mf 
head* 

^ And does your time pass so snfoothly un* . 
loftariLcd, that, williout an ali^nack^ yon could 
ttot distinguish one day from another?'* 

^'Beally, Ma'am/* cried he, coloring, ''I don't 
aee any thing so very particular in having a lew 
almanacks^ other peofrfe have diem, I believe; 
«s well as me.** ^•• 

^ Don't be offended!" cried she, '« I faa¥e bat 
made a little digression. All I want to know 
is the state af the moon,—- for if it is at the fuU 
I ahall be saved a world of conjecturea, and 
know at once to what cause to attribute the 
inconsistencies I havq witnessed this morning. 
In the first place, I heard Lord Orvilfe itaam 
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himself from going out, because b^ had businesi 
of imporUnce to transact at Ijiome^ — ^jet have 
I seen bim sauateriag alone in. ibe garden this 
half-hour. Miss AnYille, on the otber hand, 
I inyited to walk out with me ; and after seeking 
her every where round, the house, I find ber 
quietlj seated in the drawing-ro<Mn : and but 
a few minutes since, Sir Clement Willougbby, 
'with even more than his usual politeness, told 
me be was come to spend the morning* here, — 
■when, just now, I met him flying down stairs, 
as if pursued by the furies; and, far from re^ 
pealing hb compliments or making any excuse^ 
he did not even. answer a question I asked him, 
but rushed past me with the rapidity of a thief 
from a baaiff!" 

*' I pretest," said .Mrs. Beaumont, ^^ I can't 
think what he meant; such rudeness from a man 
of any family ii quite incomprehensible." 

'' My Lordr' cri^d Lady Louisa to Lord 
Jiertoii, /^do you know he did the same by 
me ? — I was just going to^pk him what was the 
matter*/ but he ran past me so quick, that 
I declare he qu^e dazzled my eyes. Tou can't 
think, my Ijord, how he frighted me; I dare say 
I look as pale — don't I look very pale,^ my Lord?** 
•''Tour L^dyBhip," said Mr. Lovel, " so well 
beoomes the lilies, that the rosfa might blpsh to 
•ee Ihemsebres ^ je|LoeUed>" 



y Google 



RVT.l.'TNX,' 171 

' ^ Pray, Mr. Lovel," said Mrs. Selwjmj '* if 
^e roses shouM blush^ kow would you fit^d it- 
outr 

*'Egadf cried Mr. Goyerley, ^' I snppose they 
must blush, as the saying is, lULeablue dog, — 
for they are red already.** 

*' Prithee, Jack!'' said Lord Merten, "don't 
you pretend to talk about blushes, that never 
knew what ihey were in your life." 

" My Lord," said Mrs. Selwyn, ^' if experience 
•lone can justify mentioning them, what an ad*- 
mirahle treatise upon the- subject may we not 
expect from your Lordship 1" 

" Oh, pray. Ma'am !" answered he, ^ stick to 
Jack Coveriey, — he's your only man ; for my 
part, I confess I hare a mortal aTersi<m to ai^u* 
xnents." 

''^ Oh, fie, my Lord!** cried Mrs. Selwyn, ^ a 
senator nf the nation 1 a member of the noblest' 
fyarliament in the world i — and yet neglect the 
art of oratory?" 

" Why, faith, my Lord!" said Mr. LoVel;— . 
'^ I thitik, in general, your House is not much' 
addicted to study ^ we of fhe lower House have 
indubitably most application; and, if I did not 
epeak before a superior power," bowing loW to. 
Lord Merton, " I should presume to add^ we 
isare likewise the most able speakers." 

'^ Mr. Lorel," said Mrs. Selwyn, " you dc- 

n 3 
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serye immortalifcj for that discoTery ! But for tbii 
obserrationy and the confession of Lord Merton> 
I protest I should haye supposed that a peer of 
the realm and an able logician were sjnonjmous 
terms/' 

Lord Merton, turning upon his heel, asked 
Lady Loiusa if she diould take ike air before 
dinner ? 

" Really,'* answered she, " I don't know 5 — 
Fm afraid it's monstrous hot \ besides^' putting 
ber hand to -her foreheiid, ^' I aVt half well^ 
it's quite horrid to haye sueh. weak nertes! -^ 
the least thing in ibe world discomposes me : I 
declare, that man's oddness, has giyen me such 
a shock, —"I don't know when! shall recorer 
irom it. But I'm a sad weak creature ! — don't 
yott think I am, my Lord?'' 

** Oh, by no means !'• answered he, '* your 
Ladyship is m^rdiy deUcate,-^.and,,deyil take 
me I if ever 1 had the least passion for an Ama* 
aon.** 

^' I haye thai honor to be quite of your 
Lordship's opinion," said Mi*. Loyel> looking 
malicioiisly at Mrs. Selwyn; '^ for I. haye an 
insuperable aversion to sjlrength, either of body or 
mind, in a feiilale." 

. i^ Faith! and so have I," said- Mr, Coverleyj. 
'^ for, egad \' I'd as soon s^e a woman chop wood, 
«s bear her chop logic*" 
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" So would every man in hit flieUies f said Lord 
Merton; "'for a woman Wattto nothing to recont- 
mend her but beisiatj and good-nature ;. in every 
thing el^ she b either impevlinent or unnaturaL 
For my part, deu<5e take me! if ercr I wisb Co 
hear a word of Aense from « woman as long as 
I live!" 

" It has aTwap been agreed/' said Mi«» Sel- 
wyn, looking round her with flie utmost contempt^ 
'' that no man ought to be ecmnected wilh a 
woman whose understanding is= superior to bis 
own« Now I very much fear, that> to accom* 
modate all this good company, according to such 
a rule, would be utterly impracticable ) wdess 
we sboftld choose sid^ects from Swift's hospital of 
idiots.'* 

How many enemies, nry dear Sir, does tMs 
unbounded severity excite ! Lord Merton, b<yw- 
ever, only whistled ; Ifr. Coverley Sa ng ; and 
Mr. Lovely ^fter biting his lips some time, said, 
<' Ton honor, that lady •"— if she was not a lad}> 
-^I should be half tempted to observe, -^ that 
there is something, — in such seterity,-^tfaat is 
rather, I must say, — rather «»- odtfMA.** 

Just then, a setvant brought Lady Louisas 
note upon a maUer, whieh is a ceremony always 
used to her Ladyship ; and I took the opportunity 
of this interrupticm to the cOnvel^tion to steal 
•ut of the room. 

H S 
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I went immedialdij to the parlour, wbicb I 
found qnite empty ^ for I did. not dare walk ift 
tbe garden, after what Mrs. Selwyn had said. 

In . a £ew ,mtnjaleS| a servant announced 
, Mr. Maeartnejy Spying, as he entered the room, 
that he would acquaint Lord Onrille he was 
there. 

Mr. Macartney rejoiced much at finding me 
alone. He told mie he had taken the liberty to 
. inquire for Lord Orville, hy way of pretext for 
poming to tbe house. 

I then yery eagerly inquired if he bad seen 
, bis iather. 

^' I baye, Madam/^ said he; '*and. the generous 
compassion you haye shown made me hasten to 
acquaint you, that, upon reading my unhappy 
mother's letter^ be did not hesitate to aicknow- 
ledge mc." ; 

" Good God I " crijed I, with no little emotion, 
^' how similar are our circumstances ! And did 
^be receive you kindly?" 

"I could not, Madam, e:xpect that he would: 
the cruel transaction which obliged me to fly 
Paris was too recent in his. memory." 

"And — ^haye you seen the young lady?" 

*f No, Madam !" said he moumfuUyj, " I was 
forbidden her sight." 

<* Forbidden her sight t — and why ?" 

" Partly, perhaps, from prudence^^— and partly 
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from the remains of a resetilment which' will not 
easily subside . I only requested leaye to ac<{uaint 
her with my relationship, and be allowed to call 
her sister-, — but it was denied me ! — You hope 
no hhter, said Sir John; you must forget her 
existence} Hard and vain command!" 

" Yon have — ^you have a sister !" cried I^ from 
an impulse of pity which I could not repress, 
*' a sister, who is most warmly interested in your 
welfare, and who only wants opportunity to 
manifest her frientlship and regard.'-,, 

" Gracious heaven!" cried he, " what does 
Miss Anville mean?* 

" Anville," said I, " is not my real name ; 
Sir John Belmont is my father, — he is yours, — 
and I am youir sister! — You see, therefore, the 
claim we mutuatly have to ^ch other's regard; 
we are not merely boimd by. the ties of friend- 
ship, but ' by those of blood. - 1 feel for you, 
already, all the affection of a sister; — I felt it, 
indeed, before I knew I was one. — "Wby, my 
dear brother, do you not speak? — do yon hesitate 
to acknowledge me?" 

'^ I am so lost in astonishment," cried he, *' that 
I know not if I hear right!" — 

** I have then found a brother," cried I, 
holding out my hand, ^* and he will not own 
me!" 

'^ Own yout —Oh, Madam!" cried he,, ao- 
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•eptlilg vAj dfired hand, *' is it, indeed, possibb 
/ow cu own me? — a poor, wretched advent 
liuner! who so latelj had no support but fron^ 
yonr generosity? — whom your beneyolence 
aaatofaed from utter destracti<m? -^ Can fou, -— 
ohy' Madam! can yon indeed, and without ^ 
Uosh, ' condeacend lo own such an ontcast for 
# brother?' 

'' Oh, foiiiear, fbrbeari" cried I^ ^' is this 
language proper for a sister? are we not reci- 
procally bound to eaok other?-~will you not 
fttficr me to expect from you all the good offices 
Jn your power? — But, tell me, where is our 
fithier at present?' 

^^ At the HotrWeUi, Madam; he arriyed ther^ 
Yesterday tnommg/' 

I would hare proceeded with further quesr 
4ians, b«t the entrance of liOrdOnriUe proTented 
me. The motnenc he saw ua, be suurted, and 
woold have retreated ^ but, drawing my band 
€rom Mx\ Macartney's^ I begged him to come 
in. 

For a few moments we were aU silent, and, 
I belieT6, all in eqnal confusion : «^ Mr. Ma« 
cartneyi however, recoUecling himself, said, 
f I hiftpe your Lordship wiH for^re the bbefty 
I have taken in makmg use of your name?*, 

I^ordOrriUe, rather coldly, bowed, but «aid 
nothings 
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Again we were all silen^ A&d thea Kr. Mar- 
cartuey took leave.. 

'< I fancy/' said Lord Orville^ when lie wa» 
gone, '^ I haye shortened Mr.Maeactnej's visit ?** 

'' No, my Lord, not at all." 

^ I had presumed/' said he, .with some hesi- 
tation, '' 1 should hay^ seen Mis9 Anyille in the 
garden; — but I knew net sb^ waa so mu^ 
better engaged."^ 

Before I could answer^ a servant came to tell 
me the chaise waa ready> atid that Mrs, Selwyia 
was inquiring for me. • 

'^ I will wait on her nnmediately/' cri^d Jy 
and away I was rubning) but Lord Orvill^^ 
stopping >me> saidy w|th great emotion, ^' la it 
thus, MissAnviUel yen leave me?' 

'^My Lord/' cried \, " how can I help il?~ 
perhaps^ soon^ some better opportunity may. 
offer—" 

'^ Good heaven!" cried he^^^do you indeed 
take me for a 3toic?— *What better opportunity 
may I hope fdr?-*i8 not the chaise come? — are 
you not going? have yo» even deigned to tell 
me whither?' 

^ My jo«rney> my Lord !" replied I, " will 
BOW be deferred. Mr. Macartney has brought 
me intelligence which - l^etiders it, at present,, 
unnecessary." 

^' Mr. Macastuey/' said be, gravely, ^' se^m» 
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to have great inlnence^— yet he « » rerj jaang, 
coonsellor." ^ 

*' Is it possil>tey mj Lord! Mc« Macaytney can 
fire yoa the least uneasiness?^ 

** Mj clearest Miss Anriile/' said ke^ taking 
mj bandy ** I see and I adw*e the purity of your 
mindy superior as it is to* aU little artsy and aU 
apprehensions of svspicton ^ and I should do 
mjselfy as well as you, injustice, if I- weire 
eapahle of .harhoarmg the smallest douhts of 
that goodness which Bo^kes yo« miae for ever: 
BeyerthelesSy pardon me, if I own myself sur- 
prised,^ — nay, alarmed, at those frequent meetings^ 
with'so young-^a man as Mr. Macartney." 

" Sfy Lord,* cried I, eager to tdear myself 
*'Mi^t Macartney is my brother I" 

** Tour brother r you amaze me!-<-'Whak 
strange mystery; then, makes hi» relationship * 
secret?' 

Just ftien, Mrs. Selwyn opened the door. 

**^Oh, you aire here.^' cried she; "Pray i^ 
my Lord so kind a» to assist you in preparing^ 
jbr your journey,— or in retardimg it?' 

^'I should be most happy," said Lord Orville,. 
smiling, " »f it were ia my power to do the 

I then acquainted her with Mr. Macartney'a 
communication. 
She immediately ordered the chaise away, and 
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then took me into her own room^ to consider 
what ^ould he done. . . 

A few minutes sufficed to determine her, and 
the wrote the following note. 



TO 8IB YOBN BELMOKT^ BAKT* 

" Mrs. Sblwtn presents Ber compliments to Sir Joka 
Belmont, and^ if he is at leisore, will be glad to wait 
on him this morning npoo. business of importance." 



She then ordered her man to inquire at the 
pnmp-room for a direction; and went herself 
to Mrs. Beaumont to apologise fbr«4eferring her 
joiirnej. 

An answer was presently returned that he 
would be glad to see her. 

She would have had me immediatetj acconr* 
pan J her to the Hotwells; hut I intreated her 
to spare me the distress of so abrupt an- intro- 
duction^ and to pave the way for my reception* 
She consented rather reluctantly, and, attended 
only by her serrant, walied to the Wells; 

She was not absent two hours; — yet, so mif 
seraUy did time seem to Knger, that I thought 
a thousand accidents had happened, md feared 
Ae W011I4 ncTer retwnu I passed the whole 
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time ID my own; room ; for I was too moeh 
agkated e¥eii to cooTersewilb Lord Onritle. 

The msUnt ihat^ firom my wiiidow> I saw her 
retunung, I ilew down stairs and met ber ua 
the gardieu. 

We both walked lo the arbor» 

Her looks, in which disappointmeiH and anger 
Were expressed, present!; announced to me the 
£ulure of her embassy. Finding that she did 
not speak, I asked her, in a faltering veice^ 
'Whether or not I had a &ther? 

"You ha¥e noi, my dear L" said she,, abruptly. 

" Very well,' Madam i'*^ said I, with tolerable 
ittflmness, " let the chaise, then, be ordered 
again ^ — 1 will go to Berry Hill;— rand daere^ 
J trust, I shaU still £nd one I" 

It was some time ere she conid give, . or I 
eould hear, the acconnt of her visit ^ and then 
she related it in a hasty manner; yet I believe 
I.i;an recollect tierj word. 

" I found Sir John alone. He receired me 
with the utmost politeness. 1 did not keep hina 
a momiut in suspense as to the purport of m^ 
visit. But I had no sooner made it known, than,, 
with a suprreiliotts smile, he said, ^ And have 
you, Madam, been pireTailed upon to revive that 
xidiculons . old story?' iLidicuIoua^ I told him^ 
wasi a term ^hich be "fsrould find, no^ one elsp 
do hiui the favor to make use of^ in speaking. 
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of the tiorrible actions belonging* to the o/d^ 
story he ma4e so light of; ^ actions/ contintied 
1, * ^hich would dye still deeper the Mack 
annals of Nero or Caligula.' He attempted \tk 
Tain to rallj^ for I pursued him with all the 
sererity in my power, and ceased not painting 
the enormity of his cmme^ till I stun^ him to 
the quickj and in a Toice of passion and impa- 
tience, he said-, ' No more. Madam ! — this is not 
ft subject upon which I need a momtor.' 

** Make then/ cried f , ^ the only reparations 
in your power. — Your daughter is now at Glif^ 
ton*, send ibr her hither, and, in the face of 
she world, proclaim the legitimacy of her birth, 
and clear the reputation of your injured wife.^^ 

'^ Madam,' said he, ' yon are much mistaken, 
if. you suppose I waited for the honor of thi» 
Tisit, before I did vvhat little juslice now depetidis 
upon me to the memory of that unfortunate 
woman: her daughter has been rHj carie ivdtat 
her infancy;. I hare taken her into my house; 
she bears my name, and she will be my sole 
heiress.' For some time, this assertion appeared 
90 absurd that I only latighed at it; but at las^ 
lie assured me I had myself been imposed upon^ 
for that the Tery woman, who attended Lacfy 
Belmont in her last illness, conveyed the child 
to him wbOe he was in London, before she wa» 
a year old* '« UnwilKtig/ he ^ded> cat tba 
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time to confirm the rumor of mj being married 
I sent the if oman with the child to France ; as 
toon as she' was old enough, I put her into a 
conyent, where she has been fNroperly edu- 
cated ^ and nowlhaye taken her home. I have 
acknowledged her for my lawM child, and 
paid, at length, to the memory of her unhappy 
mother, a tribute of fome, wUch has made me 
wish to hide niyself hereafter firom all the world/ 
^-This whole story sounded so improbable, that 
I did not scruple to tell him I discredited eyery 
.word. He then rung hb bell, and inquiring 
if his hairdresser was come,- said he was sorry 
to leave me, but that, if 1 would fayor him 
with my company to-morrow, he would do him- 
self the honor of introducing Miss Belmont to 
JIM, instead of troubling me to introduce her 1o 
him. 1 rose in great indignation, and, assuring 
him I would make his conduct as public as it 
was infamoua, I left the bouse.'^ 

Good heayen, how strange the recital! how 
incomprehensible an affair ! The Miss Belmont, 
then, who is actually at Bristol, passes for tbe - 
daughter of my unhappy mother! — passes, in 
short, for your Evelina! Who she can be, cr 
what this tale can mean, I have not any idea.. 

Mrs. Selwyn soon after left rae to my own 
reflections. Indeed they were not very pkasaul^ 
Qoieilj aa I had bonie b^ rdialion^ tb« 
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nent I was alone, I felt most bitterly both tfa^s 
disgrace and the sorrow of a rejeclioB so cruelty 
inexplicable. 

1 know not how long I might hare con- 
tinued in this situation, had I not been awakened 
from my melancholy reverie by the Toice of 
Lord Orvtlle. '^ May 1 come in," cried he^ 
• " or shall I interrupt you?" 
' I was silent, and be seated himself next me» 
' ^^ I fear/- he contimoed, ^^ Miss Anville will 
think I persecute her^ yet so much as 1 have 
to say, and so much as I wish to hear, with 
so few opportunities for either, she cannot 
wonder— -and 1 hope she will not be offended 
— that I seise with such avidity every moment 
in niiy power to converse with her. Tou are 
grave," aidded he, taking my hand', ^^ I hope 
you do not regret. the delay of your journey? 
-»-I hope the pleasure it gives lo 7n& will • not, 
he a subject of pain to you ?— You are silent !- — 
Something, 1 am sure, has afiUcled you :— WouM 
to heaven I were able to console you! — would 
"to heaven I were worthy to participate in your 
sorrows!'* 

My heart was too full to firear this kindness,, 
and 1 could only answer by my tears^ " Good 
heaven V*^ cried he, " how you alarm me ^ — 
My love — my sweet Misa Anvfllef deny me na 
longer to be the sharer of your griefs!— tdl me> 
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ftl ^leaaty tbst yoa have not irithdrawn jovr 
esleem! — ^that 7011 do not repent tbe goodness- 
you hare shown me !— -that you still think me 
the same grateful OrriUe whose heart jon hare 
deigned to accept!'^ 

" Oh, my Lord!" cried I, " your generoshy 
orerpowera m^l"— and I wept jLike an inCamt. 
For now that all my hopes of heing acknow- 
ledged seemed finally crushed, I felt the nohle- 
Bess of his disinterested regard so foreihly, that 
I could scarce breathe under the weight of 
gmtitude which oppressed me. 

. ile seemed greatly shocked, and, in terms the 
mpat flattering > the most respectfully tender, he 
at. once soothed my distress and urged me to tell 
him its cause. . 

,^ My Lord I'*^ said I, ,whe|i I was aUe lo 
qpeak, .^^ yon little know what an outcast jon 
ha^e honored with your choice 1 — a child of 
hounty,**an orphan fr<»n infancy, --^dependent,. 
eren for subsistence, dependent upon the kind- 
ness of compassion! — rejected by my natural 
friends,~«di$owned for ever by my nearest re- 
lation! — Oh, my Lord! so circumstanced, can 
I. deserre the distinction with which you honor 
pe? No, no! I feel the iae<|uality too painfully; 
—you mustleaye me, my Lord, you must sufier 
l^e to return to obscurity, — and there, in the 
i^^fm; first, best^ my only friend^— I wiU 
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fout fbrtti all the grief of my ' heart !—n¥hlle 
you, mj Lord, must sieek ekewbere-^'* 

, I coald not^proceedj mj whole soul recoiled 
ligatiiiat the charge I would hare given^ and my 
voice refused to utter it. 

'* N6vfer J" cried he, Warmly; " my heart i» 
yours, and I sweAr to you an attachment eternal I 
— Yott prepare me, indeed, for a tale of horror^ 
^nd I am almost breathless with expectation,—* 
but so firm is my conriction^ that, whaterer 
are your misfortunes, to have merited tl^em it 
not of the number, that I feel myself more 
abrongly, more invincibly dpvpted to you than 
ever ! — Tell me but where I may find thi» 
n<d>le fiiend, whose virtues you) have already 
taught me to reverence,— rand I will fly lo obtaia 
his consent and intercession, that hencefcnrward 
onr fates may be indissolubly united,— and then 
fhall it be the sole study of my life to endeavour 
to soften your past^ and guard you firom future 
misfortunes!'' 

I. had just raised my eyes, to answer this 
most geiierotts of men, when the first ob^eoi 
they met was Mrs. Selwyn I ^ 

<' So, my dear!" cried she, ^' what, still oovrt^ 
ing the rural shades 1-^1 thought ere now you 
would have been satiated with this retired seat^ 
and I have been seeking you all over the house « 
Sut I find the only way tci.meei wiUi/oi«|-r 
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is to inquire for Lord O'nnlls. ' However^ don't 
let me disturb your mediutions ; yon are pos^ 
flibly "planning some pastoral dialogue;" 

And, with this proYoking speeeh, she walked 
on. 

In the greiatest confusion, I was quitting the 
arbor, when Lord Orrille said, " Permit me 
to follow Mrs. Selwjn, — it is time to put an 
end to all impertinent conjectures^ will yon 
allow me to speak to her openly?' 

I assented in silence, and he left me. 

I then went to my own room, where I con- 
tinued till I was summoned to dinner^ after 
which, Mrs: Selwyn inTited me to hers. 

The moment she had shut the door, " Tour 
Ladyship," said she, " will, I hope, be sealed.** 

'* Ma'am !" cried I, staring. 

** Oh, the sweet innocent ! So you don't know 
what 1 mean? — ^b'ut, my dear, my sole Tiew is 
to accustom' you a little to your dignity-elect, 
lest, when you are addressed 6y your title, 
you should look another way, from an appre- 
hension of listening to a discourse not. meant 
for you to hear." 

BaTing, in this manner, diTcrted herself with 
my confusion, till her raillery was almost 
exhausted, she congratulated me very seriously 
upon the partiality of Lord Orville, and painted 
to ikie, in the strongest terms^ his disinterested 
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desire of being married to me imrmediately. 
She bad told him, she s&id, my whole ator j ; and 
jet he -vras willing, nay eager, that our union 
should take place of any further application 
to my &fcmily. ^' Now, ray dear," continued 
she, '^ I adyise you by all means to* marry him 
directly; nothing can be more precarious than 
our success wiih Sir John; and the young men 
of thia age are not to be trusted with too mocb 
time for deliberation, where their interests are 
concerned." 

" Good God, Madam!" c^ied I, « do-yoa 
think 1 would hurry Lord Qrrille?" 

'' Well, do as you wilir said sbev '' Inckilj 
:you have' an excellent iiub]ect for Quixotism ;«-• 
.otherwise tliis delay might proye your ruia: 
but Lord Orrille is almost as romantic as if h# 
had been born and bred at Berry. HiH.'* 

She then proposed^, as no better expedient 
seemed Uk^Iy to be suggesbed; that 1 should 
accompany ber at once on her yisit to the 
Hotwells to-morrow morning. 

The Tcry idea made me tremble; yet she re- 
presented so strongly the necessity of pursuing 
this unhappy affair with spirit, or giving it 
totally up, that, wanting ber force of argument, 
I was almost obliged to yield to her proposal* 

In the eTcning, we all walked in the garden: 
and Lord OryiUei who never quitted my side^ 
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told me be had beeii listening to a t^e, wbicby 
though it had remoTed the perplexities that 
had so long tormented him, had penetrated him 
^ith sorrow and compassioo. 1 acquainted him 
with Mrs. Selwyn's plan for to-morrow> and 
confessed the extreme terror it gare me. He 
then, in a manner almost unanswerahle, besought 
me to leave to him the conduct of the affair, 
bj consenting to. be his befioore an interriew 
took place. 

I could not but acknowledge ndj sense of bis 
generosity; but I told bim I was wholly depen- 
dent upon joOi and that I was cert^i9 your 
opinion would be tbe same -as miae> which was, 
that it would be highly improper I diould dispose 
ef myself for crer, so rery near the time which 
must^ finally decide by whose authority I ought 
to be guided. The sublet «f this dreaded meet* 
ing, with die thousand cfinjectttres and appre* 
benaions to which it grreii birth, employed all 
our eonrersation tbeuj as it has all my thoughts 
since. 

Heaven only knows bow I AaU support my- 
self, when the long-expected,-^the wished yet 
terrible moment arrives, that will prostrate me at 
die feet of the nearest, the most reverenced of 
all relations, whom my heart yearns to know. 
Itnd longs to love! 
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LETTER XVII. 



yvsjLiNA IN coNmnrAnoKw 

Oct. 9tli. 

1 COULD not write yesterday, so riolent was 
ihe agiution of my mind, -r- but I will not, now^ 
lose a mcMcnent till I hare hastened to my best 
friend an account of the transactions of a^. day. 
I can never recollect withoilt emotion. 
- Mrs. Selwyn determined upon sending no met* 
sage, ** Lest/' said she, ** Sir John,. &tigne4 
with the rery idea of my k'ejnroaches, should 
endeavour to avoid a meeting: all we have to 
do, is to take him by surprise. He cannot bill 
see who you are, whether he will do you justice 
or not.'^ 

We went early, and in Mrs* Beaumont's 
chariot; into which, LdrdOrriUe, uttering words 
0£ the kindest eacouragement, handed us both. 

My uneasiness, during the ride, was excessive ;: 
but, when we stispped at the door, I was ahnost 
senseless with terror! the meeting, ^t'bst, waa 
not so dreadful as thut ttioment 11 beliere I nw 
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tsarried into the bouse; but I scarce recollect 
what was done with me: howeTer, I know 
we remained some time in the parlour, be- 
fore Mrs. Selwjn could send any message up 
atairs. 

When I was somewhat recovered, I intreated 
her to let me return home^ assuring her I felt 
myself quite unequal to supporting the inter* 
Tiew. 

'* No," said she, *' you must stay now ; your 
fears will but gain strength by delay, and we 
must not haTC «dch a shock as this repeated*". 
Then, turning to the serrant, she sent up her 
name. 

An answer was brought, that he was^ going 
out in great haste, but would attend her im-* 
mediately. I turned to. sick, that Mrs. Selwyn* 
was apprehensive 1 should have tinted: and* 
opening a door which led to an inner apart- 
ment, she begged me ta w^it (here iall I was^ 
aomewhai composed, and 4ill ishe had prepared 
for my reception. ^ 

Glad orevery moiDent'a reprieye,; I willingly 
agreed to the proposal, aud Mr^ ^Se]il9?y2t had but . 
just: time t ii> idbnt me. in, bef<^e Ji^ pre$ei|ce wag , 
veeesMrrp •. 't :-,'> 

The voice *of a father/*:^, iAfy . dear jand ^yered • 
namei -^ /which tfaen» im ijie.fir^ ,tiri^, strucJt. 
«gr' eari/ :a|fected. m» .m ;^::.BQ^iu:r, I ,<^a«^<A 
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describe, though it was only employed in gitKJng 
orders to a servant as he came down stairs. 

Then, enteriog the parlour, I heard him say^ 
— '^ I>^am sorry, Madam! I made yon wait; 
but I haye an engagement which now calls met 
away: however, if you have any commands for 
me, I shall be glad of the honor of your company, 
some other time." 

'^ I am come, Sir!" said Mrs, Selwyn, '^ to in- 
troduce yonr daughter to you." 

*^ I am infinitely obliged to you," answered 
be, ^^ but I have just had^ the satisfaction of 
breakfasting with' her. Ma'am, your most obe- 
dient." 

'' You refuse, then, to see her?" 

'' I am much indebted to you, Madam, for. 
this desire of increasing my family; but you 
must excuse me if I decline taking advantage 
of it. I have already a daughter, to whom I 
owe every thing -, . and it is not three days sincoi 
that I had the pleasure of discovering a son:, 
how many more sons and daughters may be 
brought to me I am yet to learn, but I am 
already perfectly satisfied with the size of my. 
femUy," 

<^ Had you a thousand children. Sir John!^ 
•aid Mrs. Selwyn, warmly, " ibjs only pne,.of 
which Lady Belmont was the mother^ ought. to 
be most distuaguished ; and^ Sblt from avoiding hei^ 
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tight, you dionU thank joor stars^ in Iminhle 
gratitude^ that there yet remains in your power 
the smallest opportunity of doing the injured wife 
you ha¥e destroyed, the poor justice of acknow 
ledgiug her child!" 

'< I am very unwilling, Madam/' answered he, 
^ to enter into any discussion of this pointy but 
you are determined to compel me to speaks 
There lives not, at this time, the human being 
who should talk to m^ of the regret d^e to the 
memory of that ill-fated woman ^ no one can 
feel it so sererely as myself: bat let me, never^ 
theless, assure y6n, I have already done all that 
j'emained in my power to proTt the respect she 
merited from me; her child I haVe educated and 
owned for my lawful heiress,— if, Madam, you 
can suggest to me any other means by which I 
may more fully do her justice, and more clearly 
manifest her innocence, name them to me, and, 
though they should wound my character still 
deeper, I will perform them readily.** 

** All this sounds, vastly well," returned 
Mrs. Selwyn; '' but I must own it is rather too 
enigmatical for my faculties of comprehension. 
You can, howey^, have no objection to seeing 
this young lady?" 

" None in d^ world." 
* ** Come forth, then, toy dear!" cried she, 
ripening the door, '' cmne^ forth, and see your 
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fallier !^' Then, taking my trembling hand, she 
fed me forward. I would have withdrawn it 
4ind retreated ^ but, as he advanced instantly 
. towards me, I found myself already before 
him. ^ 

What a moment for your Evelina I — an invo- 
luntary scream Escaped me; and, covering my 
face with my hands, I sunk on the floor. 

He had, however, seen me first} for, in a voice 
acarce articulate, lie exolatmed, ^^ My God ! doea 
Carolme Evelyn atiU live !" 

Mrs. Selwyn said '8<Nnet1iiag, but I could not 
listen to -her; and, in a few minates, he added, 
^^ Lift up thy head, — if my sight has not blasted 
thee,-*-ltft up thy head, thou image of my long- 
lost Caroline !* 

Affected beyond measure, I half arose, and 
embraced his knees while yet on my own. 

" Yes, yes!" cried he, looking earnestly in my 
face, *' I see, I see thou art her child f she lives 
— she breathes — shb is present to my view ! -— 
O God, that she indeed lived !— Go, child, go!'* 
added he,, wildly starting, and pushing me from 
him, " take her away. Madam ! — I cannot befar 
to look at her!" and then, breaking hastily from 
me, he rushed out of the room. 

Speechless, motionless myself, I attempted not 
to stop him : but Mrs. Selwyn, hastening after 
hifxxy caught bold pf hia arm.-— *^ Leave me, 

VOL. III. t 
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M^iimr" cried he, with quickness^ '^ and tak« 
care of the poor -ckild; — bid ber not think me 
unkind) tell her I wpuld at this moment plunge 
, a dagger .ia. my Jiearl^ tq serre Uer, — ^but she has 
set my brain on fire, and 1 can see her no n^re!" 
Then, .wUb a yi(>lei^e.<aknpsiirwtic^j)ie ran up 
Mairs. 

Oh, Sir!.. had. I jiotiii^eed. cause to dre«id 

'. ^ ihis Jaleryie w ? -n an interview , «o \g3i3peakably 

c |Mia&il vai^d.^afflieiAiig . to Ji^s i)>qth ! 1 ]Mr». Sejiwyn 

-would have immediately ire.tMn^d to Clifton; 

f liut. ].,in(ns#t^d*>.bier to/wait .spmetime^ in the 

,.liap&> that my ijnj^py ^fa^h^r, wh^n his first 

, ^eneUon'Wii^ Ql^er, wyo^ld.yag^in bear me in his 

..^ight: : however) ,bo./sooni fi^i^,s^nt\hb servant 

to inquire how 1 did, and to tell, .Mrs. Sclwyn 

! he was ifiuch indisposed, b^ >f?puW h^pe for the 

honar.ofseeipg her lo-:mori:Qw, at.any Ume^he 

,. wo^ld please ta appoint. "^ 

She fixed .upon ten o'clock in the morning; 

nnd tbeu; with a heavy .heart,. I got into the 

chariot. Thpse afllicting w^rds^ 1 can ste her 

no. more J were never a moment absent from my 

, mind. 

Yet the jsight of Lord OrvUle, wl¥> handed ujb 
from the carriage,, gave some.rfelref to the sad.- 
ness of my thoughts : I could not, however, 
enter upon the painful subject, but, begging 
IVlrs. Selwyn to satisfy him, I we»t to my own 
room. 
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As soon as 1 communicated to the gooct 

' Mrs. Clinlon the present situation of mj affairs, 

4in idea occurred to her, which seemed to cle&r 

up all the mystery of my having been so long 

<}isowned. ' 

The woman, she says, who attended my ever-* 
to-be-regretted motliei: in her -last illness^ arid 
who nursed me the first tour' months dt inj lift^^ 
«oon after being discliarg'ed from }our hous^, 
left Berry Hill entirely, with her baby,' v^ho was 
but six weeks oldei* tliaih myself. Mrs. GHntcIn 
remembers that her qiiittiiig the place appeared, 
at the time, very cxlraordinary'to tlWneighbbur^; 
but, as she was never heard of ctfter wards, ' she 
w^as by degrees quite forgotten. 

The moment this was mentioned, it struck 
Mrs. Selwyn, as well as ' Mrs. Clinton herself, 
that my father had been imposed upon, and 
that the nurse, who said she had brought his 
child to him, hadf, in fact, carried her own. 

The name by which I was known, the secresy 
observed in r^ard to my family, and the re^ 
tirement in which 1 lived, all conspiired to render 
this scheme, however daring and fraudulent, by 
no means impracticable ; and, in short, the idea 
was no sooner smarted, than conviction seemed 
to follow It. 

Mrs. Selwyn determined immediately to dis* 
cover the truth or mistake of this conjecture j 

I u 
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therefore, tl^e moment she bad diaed, slie walked 
to the Hotwells, attended hy Mrs. Clinton. 

I waited in mj room till her return, and then 
lieard the following account of her visit : ., 

She found mj poor father in great agitation. 
JShe immediately informed him of the occasion 
rof her 4> spoedy return, and of her suspicions 
,of the wovian who had pretended to convey to 
liim hi^ child. Interruption; her with quickness, 
Jie said he had just sent her from his presence; 
r^that the certainty I carried in my countenance 
of my real birth made him, the moment Ke 
Jiad recovered from a surprise which had almost 
deprived him of reason, suspect, himself, the 
imposition she mentioned: — he had, therefore^ 
sent for die woman, and qu^slioped her with 
the utmost austerity: she turned paie, and was 
extremely embarrassed, but stIU she persisted ^n 
afBnning tliat she had really brought him the 
daughter of Lady Belmont. His perplexity, be 
said, almost distracted bim ; be bad always ob«- 
ferved that bis daughter bore ^o resemblance 
-to either of her parents; but> as be bad never 
doubted. the -vfera city of the nurse, this circum- 
stance did not give birth to any suspicion* 

At Mrs.Selwyn*s desire, the woman was agaW 
called, -and interrogated with equal art , and 
severity J her cpnf^siqn was evident, and her 
4inswers. often conlradii^lory; yet she still declared 
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4ie was no impostor. '' We hfiU see that in a 
liiinute/' said Mrs. Selwyn, and tlien desired 
lifrs. Clinton might he caQed up stairs. The 
poor wretch^ cbangfog color^ would have escaped 
out of the room> but^ being pr^yented^ dropped 
on her knees and implored forgiveness. A con- 
fession of the whole affair was then extorted from 
ber. 

Doubtless, my dear Sir, you must ' remember 
Dame , Green, who was my first nurse. The 
deceit she has practised was suggested^ she 
says, by a conversation she overheard, in which 
my unhappy mother besought you, that, if her 
child survived her, you would lake the sole care 
of its education; and', iir particular, if it should 
be a female, you would hy ncr means part with 
ber in early life. Tou not only consented, she 
says, but assured ber you would even retire 
abroad wFth me yourself^ if my father should! 
importunately demand me. Her own child, she 
said, was then in her arms, and^she could not' 
forbear wishing it were possible to give her the 
ibrtune which seemed so little valued for n[ie. 
This wish, once raised, was not easily suppressed ;' 
on the contrary, what at first appeared a mere 
idle desire^ in a short time, seemed a feasible 
scheme. Her husband was dead, and she had 
little regard for any body but her child; andf 
in sliort; having saved money for the joumej, 

X 3 
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sue contrived to inquire a direction to mt father, 
apj^,. tell.in^^her neighbours she wa* going to 
settle in Devonshire; she set but on her expe- 
ditionv I , , t 

Wlien Mrs. Selwyn^ asked her hovr she dared 
p^i;p^trate sych a fraud, siie protested she had 
no ill designs; but that, as Miss would be never 
the wprse fpr. it, ^ she thought it pity nobody 
should be the better. 

. Her fiuccess w^ are already acquainted with. 
Ipdeed every thin^ seemed to contribute to-« 
-wfi^rds It; my,, father had ^ no correspondent at 
Berry Hill ; the child was instantly sent to France^ 
w^^ere, being Jbi^oughi up in as much retirement 
as my$elf^ nothing but accident could discover 
the fraud* 

, An^ bere> jietme indulge inyself m observing^ 
and rejoiciqe to observe, tViat the total negtect 
I thottSKit I met with was ;not the effect of in- 
sensibility or, unkmdness, but of imposition and 
error : and tha^^ at the very time we concluded 

f> } \l ■.»/•• *'!>' r\>i fit"' X, U^, i'^,' /.'V.l 

I was unnaturallv. rejected, my deluded father 
meant to show me most favor and protection. 

cpn^ngiViijiicated it ,to Dame Green^ who confessea 
it was ti^, greatest sho^k f he. liad eifer received 
ia her life: y^ she had the art and boldness 
to assert that I^ady Howard must herself have 
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yJetiA A^^i^iz and a^sbif h^i, irctnike be*- 
ginning of ber enterprnfff-d^kftd'^Bbe^ badb 

b^'bdMMMMdniWAt Mi1l^i4tfC«ir>wdls ikitfittHdAdKA' 
htiBY ab^^ tbiiK ll^figbiri odbMioHftfl bnpialinipt 
an^^r.* , ! / ' '.^ < .. 

Dame Green owned^ tbat frote'^tHfe'^nloinent 
the journey to England was settled, she gaire 
herself up for lost. All her hope was to haye 
had her daughter married before it took place, 
for which reason she had so much promoted 
Mr. Macartney's addresses: for, though such a 
match was inadequate to the pretensions of Misa 
Belmont, she well knew it was far superior to 
those her daughter could form, after the dis* 
covery of her birth. 

My first inquiry was, if this innocent daugh* 
ter was yet acquainted with the affair? No, 
Mrs. Selwyn said^ nor was any plan settled how 
to divulge it to her. Poor unfortunate girl !•— 
how hard is her fate! She is entitled to my 
kindest offices, and I shall always consider her 
as my sister. 

I then asked whether my father would agaia 
allow me to see him? 

" Why, no, my dear, not yet," answered she; 
'' he declares the sight of you is too much for 
bim: however, we are to settle every thing 

I 4 
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concemiiig you to-ikioiTow^ for thji woxaafir looL 
iq> all o«r tine to-day.'' 

. This momingy therefoiei abe is again gone l» 
the Hotwells. I am wailing in all impatience for 
her return; hut •m I know yoa will be anxiousi 
for the account this letter contains^ I will not. 
delay sending it» 



\.; 
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LETTER XVIII. 



STEI4NA IN CONTINUATIOK. 

Oct. Qth. ^ 

HOW agitated, my dear Slr^ is the preseul 
life of yottr Evelina f every day seems important^ 
and one event only a prelude to another. 

Mrs. Selwyn, upon her return this morning front 
the Hotwellsi entering my room very abruptly, 
said, '^ Oh my dear, I have terrible news for 
you!" 

" For me. Ma'am!— Good God! what now?*^ 

" Arm yourself," cried she, " with all your 
Berry-Hill philosophy; r- con ov^r every lessoit 
of fortitude or resignation you ever learned ia 
your life; — for know, you are next week to be 
married to Lord Orville V* 

Doubt, astonishment, and a kind ofperlurba-* 
tiOtt I cannot describe, made thi» abrupt comr 
mutticatioa alarm me extremely, and, almost 
breathless, I coxdd only exelaim, ^^Good God£ 
Madam, what do you teU me?^ - 

i^ Xou may vreU be frightened; my dear!" 
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■he^ ironically^ ^' for really there is sometbing; 
mighty terrific ia becoming, at once, the wife 
of the man ypu ador^, — and a Countess !" 

I intreated her to spare her raillery^ and tell 
me her real meaning. She could not preyail 
with herself to grant the first revest, though 
she readily complied with the second. 

My poor father, she said, was still in the utmost 
'nneasiness. He entered upon his affairs with 

gTf^l^; PB^^^i .^?4..H^^^. I^rj^c was equally dis- 
JwrJ|Qicl?^9V;.ft);i^spo^. either of the daughter 

he ha4 ^.^PIS^F^^e !>9A i^V ^^-%^^^F ^^ w^fS now* 
s^J[f^itl|,agaiivhe|^ol^iv^ ^d tie latter he ^new 

disgrace. Mrs. Selwyn then acquainted him with 

M3Fvftl«M«w;^ i^vJ'SB?^ 1^J^«'4 ft^\^£i ^"i ^^^ 
4igUl^lm,^»tre^j>^ ajjd, wh^e^i^^ iR?'"i ^^ 

j^.l^r^B^MpX^fS^fiQ^^ ^ ^^]^ If!? y^^]^?^'^^ 

JJ^ttqr ;.^|hdv JM: Xf^l^ he ^^nip|rmed. Jber of the. 
affair of Mr. Macartney^^ ,"^»^qd, ji%fr^a^Terj 
long eonversa^iOll;?, $ftsitinjje4,Mrs*. .§elwynj /' we ' 
agreed, ih*t th^ Jm^t %UgihIe:^sf4i|^e for §11 
parties would J)e to. \kM^ h^h^.tl^e .;re^. ^^, th^ 
Hctitious dsughtei; manned vi^ithout, d^a^« There-^ 
fore^ if either of ygn hayjej^ny iivglination^lo pul 
caps (or the tide' ol Miss Belmont; you must i^ 
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h with all speed, as next i^eL VfiB fale from 
both of you all pi^tenf(ix>xiff U> it." 
' . " Next week I — dear Maddiilv wlrot a strange 
plan !-— without my being cbhsulted-*- without 
applying to MivVtllars,-^— without eren thel cou<^ 
currence of Lord Orville!" 

'^ As* to coniuhihg yoa, i&ay tkary it was 6u¥ of 
all question ) because^ . ^on knewy joahg ladies^ 
hearts and hands are always to be gire^ with 
reluctance 9— ^8 to 'Mr. YUlav8> it ia sufid^nt 
we know bin for yovfr friend ^i—^and sbb for Lord 
Orville, be is a party eoiweriled." 
. " A party concdrncd!— ^o* aiAiBlse meA^* 

'^ yihf, yes; fdF, as I found oUr eoi)tlsultlt<tioii 
likely to redound to bis adfanta^, I persviaded 
Sir JTohn to send for him/' 

'' Send for bim!— Good God!" 

*^ Yes, and Sir John agreed* J toU the ser- 
yapt, that if be ^ould n0lr beafj of hi* Lordshif^ 
in the house, he might be pretty <5ertaiii of 
encountering him in the arl^t . — ^Why d(f you 
c6\otf Any dear?— Well, he Was with us in^ 
amoHften't; I lAtroduoed bim to Sir John, and 
fte pro^eded (o bttsiaeas." 

*y I am very, very soirry fof it!— Lord OnriUa 
mu^t/ himself, think this coitduct i^rangely pre? 
fipitate." ' 

*' No, my dfear, you are mistaken! Lord Or** 
Title ba9 Uia Aiucb good 9^n9e' Every thing wat 
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then disciu»ecl lA a rational maimer. You arc 
to be married priratel j^ though not secretlj^ and 
then go to one of his Lordship's country seats ^ 
and poor little Miss Green and your brother> 
¥rho ha're no house of tlieir own^ must go to 
one of Sir John's.** 

'^ But ^hy^ my dear Madam! why all this 
haste? why nay we not be allowed a little longer 
timer* 

^^ I could gire you a thousand reasons/' — 
answered she, ** but that I am tolerably certain 
two or three will be more than you can contro- 
yerty CTcn with all the logit; of genuine coquetry. 
In the first plaoe^ you doubtless wish to quit 
the house of Mrs. Beaumdnty-*-to whose, then, 
can you with such propriety remove, as^ to Lord 
Orvillc's?'* 

** Surely, Madam!" cried T, ^ I am nof^more 
destifate now, than when I thought inysell air 
orphan?'* 

" Tour fetherf my dear,'*" answered she, '* is 
willing io save the little impostor as much of the 
mortification of her disgrace as is in liis power r 
now if you immediately take her place, according 
fo your right, as Miss Belmont, why not all that 
either of you can do for her, will prevent her 
being eternally ^ stigmatised, as the bantliog of 
Dame Oreen, wash-woma4 and wet nurse of 
Berry i^iill; Dorsetshire, Ko# such a genealogy 
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Will not be rerj flattering, eren to Mr. Ma- 
cartney, who, all-dismal as he is, you will find' 
by no means wanting in jpride and self-conse- 
quence/' , 

" For ibe nnirerse/' inlerrupied J, '* I would 
not be accessory to the degiradation you mention;, 
but surely, Madam, I may return to Berry Hill?V 

'' By no means," said she; ^^ for though com- 
passion may makie us wish to sare the poor girl 
the confusion of an immediate and public fall,, 
yet Justice demands you should appear, hence- 
forward, in no other light than that of Sir Joha 
Belmont's daughter. Besides, between friends,^ 
1, who know the world, can see that half this 
prodigioiis delicacy for' the little usurper, is the 
mere resuk of self-interest*, for, while A^raffaira 
are hushed up> Sir John's, you know^ are kept 
fix>m being brought further to light. Now th« 
double marriage we hare projected obviates aU 
rational objections: "Sir John wiU give you, im^ 
mediate^, thirty Ibousand pounds;- all setde- 
ments, and so forth, will be made for you in 
the name of Erelina ,Behnont; — ^Mr. Macartney 
will, at the sametime> take poor Polly i Green; 
and jet, at iirst; it wiU only be generally known 
ihat a daughtmr of Sir John Bebnon^B is married.'* 
• In this manner, though* she did not convince 
me, yet the quickness of her arguments silenced 
luid perplexed me»*«^X infnived^ boweTer^ if 
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I mtght itot be permitted to again see my father, 
dr "whether I must regard mjself as banished 
his presence for ever? 

" My de^r,*^ said she, " he does not know you j 
he concludes tfa^t you have been brouljght up to 
detest him, and therefore h^ is rather prepared 
to dread than to love you." ^ 

This answer n&ade nie very unhappy ; I wished 
most impatfentty Uf rtoove hisf preTudice, and 
endeavour by dmifitl ktndxAy to engage his kind* 
ness, yet knew Ait Uow to propose seeing him, 
while cdiJttibui' he vi^iA^d to Avoid me. 
• This evetf^ijg/ aS s6dn as the eoinpsany was 
^ri^^ed ^ih tatdB, LofA Orville everted his 
«(kio^ ^oi^eilc^ to relbneil^' me to thi» hasty 
j^l^': bck 66# Wflfii I stArtMdy Wh^tt he told 
Afe thai ne^i TuiaOiiy wttj fhe day npJHrthted by 
my fifilk&r \d bie vlfe mdst ibpfaramt of my life r 
' ^'-Nest TtxstkAxjV^ repfesAed I, quite out of 
brekih, " efc, % LdrS!^' 
- ^' My sweet Bvellnart" siid he; <' tht day 
>^h^ tHfi ^nkie liie ibe Uirp^iest of miArUls 
irotild pHbdBIy appear' iwfol to jbn, were it 
to be defei^ed a tWelvemnHth: Mri. Seliiryn 
bas> dbuBiiess, ac4ua%nled yoa with the: many 
ihbtives wUieh) iiMC|>en*dtot of m^ eat^emess, 
reqtiire it to bb 9{leedy; daSer, ther^he, its 
kcceleratiOB^ andgenerbudy odmplete iny lelicitj 
by eBdi^Todring.ib gaffer UmCbodti«pqgB«nGe*'; 
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" Inctec jy my liorci ! I would not wilfully 
raise objections^ nor do I desire lo appear in- 
sensible of ihe lionor of your good opinion ;— 
but tbere is something in this plan^ so very 
hasty; — so unreasonably precipitate;— besides, 
I shall have no tinae to hear from JBerry Hill, — 
and believe me, my Lord, 1 shbuTd be for ever 
miserable^ were I^ in an affair so hnportant, to 
fid without tlic sanction of ^r. Villars' advicci'^ 

He offered to wait on you Kimself ; ' but I 
told him I had ratber write to yon : and then 
be proposed, that, instead of my immediately 
accompanying him to Lincolnshire, we sltould 
first pass a montb ai my naiiu^ Berry Hill, 

This was, indeed, a grateful proposal to me^ 
and I listened to it with undisguised pleasure : 
and, — in short, I was obliged to consent to a 
compromise, in merely deferring the day till 
Thursday] He readily undertook to engage 
my lather's concurrence in this little delay, and 
I besought him, at the same time, to make use 
of his influence to obtain me a second interview^ 
and to represent the deep concern I felt in being 
thus banished his sig|ht. 

He woidd then have spoken of aeiilemenis, 
but I assured him I was almost ignorant even 
of the word. 

And now, my dearest Sir! what is your 
opinion of these bafty proceedings? Believe me^ 
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I half regret the dimple facility with which 1 haye 
suffered myself to be hurried into compCance, 
aud, should you start but the smallest objection^ 
I will yet insist upon being allowed more time. 

I must now write a concise account of the 
state of my affairs to Howard Groye and to 
Madame Duval. 

Adieu, dearest and most honored Sir ! every 
thing, at present| .depends upon your single 
decision ; to which^ though I yield in tremblings 
I yield implicitly. 
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liETTER XIX, 

Oct; inl.^ 

YEST£RDA.T monuog, as soon as breakfast 
was oyer, Lord Orville went to the Hotwells^, 
to wak upon my father with my double peti^ 
tion» 

Mrs. Beaumont then, in general terms^ pro- 
posed a walk in the garden; Mrs. Selvryn said 
she had letters to write^ but Lady Louisa arose 
to accompany her. 

I had had some reason to imagine, frcMn the 
notice with which her Ladyship had honored 
me during breakfast, that her brother had ac- 
quainted her with imy present situation ; and her 
behaviojor now confirmed my conjecture: for,, 
when I would hare gone up stairs> instead of 
suffering me, as usual^ to pass disregardedi she 
called after me with an affected surprise^ — 
" Miss Anyille, don't you walk with us?' 
. There seemed something so little-minded . in 
tfiis sudden change of conduct, that, from a& 
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involuntary motion of contempt, I thanked faer 
11 ith a coldness like her own, and declined her 
offer. Yet, obserying that she blushed ex- 
tremelj at mj retaial, an9f r^coU^cling she was 
sister to Lord Orville, mj indignation subsiilj^d^ 
and, upon Mrs. Beaumont's repeating the inyi- 
talion, I accepted it. 

Our walk proved extremely dull ; Mrs. Beau- 
mont, who never says much, was more siletit 
than usual ; Lady Louisa strove in vain to lay 
aside the r^trainf and' cfistati^S sHe^ h^S^h^tfatrto 
I*reserved] ancl'as^td'me', V\}aii'x66 cdtiiSiiiM' 
oTthe circiiibistWfceS't^ "V^Mctf I^oWfe^f^ ihefiP at- ' 
tention, to feel either pride or pleasure frfibi* 
receiving it. 

LorS Orville'* was not I6fl^ ayenty Ife joMdf' 
us in the ga^d^n wifH'a Wdl' of gaiety sth^gooA- 
humor that revived us all. " Yo\i aW jA'st^thfe 
pWiy,'' saia" lis, "I w!SH5d' tV s^' to^Wli^. 
"Wiilyoi, ' Wfadairi,^*' taking n/jr' hand, '^ aBttw 
irfe"th6^ hc/ri6'r' of ihtro&iidri^ ybii; by'y^ltf'rea 
nariie, ii twoofrfi^ li^ki'&ii^elktttiiis? Mi^'«8iftt^ 
ifl6n^, give m^ l*tfe iH' pt^^nlt 10 y^oxi' tfee*" 
datiglii^r of ^ii*' J8«n Belmo«V; a^ y^'Ku^ liidy' 
Who, ' I d^ sliV^eV iSait l6ng' Mci htiW M^i^A 
your esiyeyi a^S^ aAnlJjSitiitl,' thongh'^ybft Wferte* 
a stranger' tA li^r birftiJ'* 

'' My Lordl" siftd m! Bfe^ahiA^oiit; ^rkiH^Aj 
^titing me, " the youhg lady's raiik in lif^ ' 
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yoar LorcUliip's recommjBndalioii; Or ^her -owa 
merit, would any ope .of tbem have been suffi- 
ciefit to baYe eDtilled ber to iqy j^gard^ and 
ibope sbe has always met with tbat respect in 
mj house wkicb is so n^ucfa ber du^^ though^ 
bad I been sodner.made acquainted with ber 
family, I. should, doubtless, baye better known 
bow to ba%e secured it." 
- '^ Miss Belmoni/' said liord Onrille, '^ can 
Feceiye no lustife from family, wbateyer she may 
give to it. — Louisa, you will, I am sur^, be 
happy to male. yourself an interest. in tbefn^i^d* 
ship of Miss Belmont^' whom I hope shortly/' 
kissing my. hand, and joining it with ber Lady- 
ship's, *^ to have the happiness of prese))ling to 
you by yet another name, and by the most 
endearing of all titles." 

I believe it would be difficult . to say whose 
cheeks were, at that moment, of the deepest dye,- 
•*^Lady Louisa's or my own; for the conscioua 
pride, with which shje has hitherto slighted me, 
gave to'^her an embarra^ment which equalled 
the confusion that an idtroduction so unexpected 
gave to me. She salntied. me, Jbowever, and, 
with a faint smile, said, '^ I shall esleraa. myself 
very happy to profit by the honor of Miss Belr* 
moat's acquaintance.'' 

: I only curtsied^ and we walked on; but it 
was evident, from the little surprise they 9i\h 
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pressed^ that they had heen already informedf 
of the state of the affair. 

We were, soon after, joined hy more com- 
pany: and Lord OnriHe then> tn a low Toice, 
took an opportunity to tell me ihe success of his^ 
yijsit. In the first place, Thursday was agreed 
to; and, in the second, my falher, he said, 
was much concerned to hear of my uneasiness^ 
sent me his Messing, and complied with my 
request of seeing him with the same readiness 
he should agree to any other I could make* 
Lord Oryille, therefore, settled that I should wait 
upon him in 'the etening; and, at his particular 
request, unaccompanied hy-Mrs. Selwyn.. 
' This kind message, and ihe prospect of so 
soon seeing him, gaye me sensations of mixed 
pleasure and pain, which wholly occupied my 
mind till the time of my going to. the Hotwells- 

Mrs. Beaumont lent me her chariot,, and .Lord 
Orrille ahsolntely insisted upon attending me. 
** If you go alone," said he, " Mrs. Selwyn 
will eertainly he offended-, hut, if you allow me 
to conduct yon, though she may giye the freer 
scope to her raillery, she cannot possibly be 
affronted ; and we had much Better suffer her 
laughter than prOToke her satire." 

Indeed, I must own I bad no reason to regret 
heing so accompanied; for his conversation sup- 
ported my spirits from drooping, and made tha 
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91^6 seem so sbort^ that we actually stopped at 
my fci4her's door before I knew we had prc- 
•ceeded.teu yards. 

He handed me from the carriage, and con- 
cluded ttiie to the parlour, at the door of which 
I was met by Mr. Macartney. " Ah, my .dear 
j)rother !" cried I, " how happy am I to see you 
here !" 

He bow«d and thanked me. Lord Orville 
then, holding out his hand, said, ^^ Mr. Macart- 
ney, I hope we shall be hett^ acquainted !-r- 
J promise myself much pleasure from qultiyating 
your friendship." 

" Your Lordship does me but too much honpr^" 
ABfiwered Mr. Macartney. ^ 

" But v^here," cried I, ''^is my sister? for so 
I must already call and always consider bc|r:-!^ 
I am afraid, she avoids me;-r-you musjt endeavour, 
Mny de^r brother, to prepossess her in my favqr» 
and reconcile her to owning me." 

•'.Oh, JSIadam!" cried be, "you arc all good- 
ness and benevolence ! but at present I hope 
you will excuse 1ier, for I fear she has hardly 
forlilude suflicient to see you; in a short tlme^ 
perhaps — " 

'* iu a t^ery short time, then," said Lord Qr- 
vllle, " ^I hope you will yourself introduce her, 
and that we shall have Uie pleasure , of yFlshing 
you both joy : allow pie, my £vetina, to say we, 
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aud permit ipe, in your name as weH as my own, 
to iolreat tliat the Grst guests we shall have the 
liappiiiess of receivinjg may be Mr. and Mrs. Ma- 
cartney.'* 

. A seiTant then came to keg I would walk up 
stairs* 

I besought Lord OrriUe to accompany me ; 
but he feared the displeasure of Sir John, who 
had desired to see me alone. He led me^ how- 
eyer, to the foot of the stairs, and made the 
kindest efforts to gire me courage ; but indeed 
lie did not succeed, for the iiiteryiew appeared to 
jme in all its terrors, and left me iio feeling but 
apprehension. 

The moment I reached the landing-place, the 
idra|(7iog'-room door was opened, and my father, 
with a voice of kindness, called out, ^^ My child, 
is it you?" 

" Yes, Sir!" cried I^ springing forward, and 
kneeling at his feet, '^ it is your child, if you will 
/own her!" ^ 

He. knelt by mj side, and folding me in his 
arms, ** Own thee !" repeated he, " yes, my 
poor girl, and heaven knows with what bitter 
' contrition !" Then raising both himself and me, 
^h^ brouglitme into^the drawing-room, shut the 
door, and took me to the window, where, look- 
ing at me with great earnestness, *^ Poor unhappy 
Caroline!" cried he, and, to mj inexpressible 
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r^oocernj he burst,, into tears. Need I tell you, 
my dear Sir, how mine flowed at the sight? 
I i^ouid again have embraced. his knees; but, 

' hurrying from me/ he flung himself upon a 
sofa, and, leaping his face . on his arms, 
seemed, for. soifie time^^ absorbed ii^ bitterness of 
grief. 
. I venlyrjf d not ^ to interrupt a sorrow I so 
mucli respected^ but waited in silence, and at 
4a distance, tjill he recovered from its violence: 
tut then it skeined, in a mqi^^nt, to give way 
to a k^nd, of, frantic fury i for, . star tiug suddenly, 
with a sternness which ?il; once surprised and 
frighlened me. " Chfld!" cried he, " hast thou 
Vet sufficiently humbled ^thy, father ? — if thou 
hast, be contented with ^his proof of my weak- 
ness, and no longer, force thyself into my pre- 



sence 
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Thunderstruck by a command so unQXpecte4> 
I stood still and speechl^^, and doubted whether 
fny own ears djd not deceive me. 

*^ Oh, go,, go !'* pried lie, passionately, ^^ in 
pi^y— in Qoppas^ion !— if thou vainest my^ senses, 
leave me,— -and for eyer!" 

" I will, I will V' ,cried I, greatly terrified*, 
And I. moved hastily towards the door : yet stop- 
ping when I reached it, ^ and, almost involunta- 
rily, droppingonmy k;iee$, '* Vouchsafe," cried 
I, ** oil, Sir! vouchsafe bijit.once to bless, your 
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^augliter, and her sight shall never more offend 

** Alas!" cried he, in a softened voice, '* I am 
not worthj to Hess thee! — ^I am ncft workhj to 
call thee daiighterJi-*-! am not worthj that the 
Cair light of heaven should visit my eyes ! — Oh^ 
God! that I could but call back the tiine ere 
thou wast bom, — or else bury its remembrance 
in eternal oblivion 1" 

" yfovld to heaven,'* cried I, " that the siglit 
of me were less terrible to jou ! that, instead of 
irritating, I could soothe your sorrows ! — Oh, Sir ! 
bow ihankfully would I then prove my duty, even 
at the bayard q£ my life !'* 

" Arc you so kind?" cried he, gently ; '^ come 
Ijilher, child ! — ^rise, Evelina ! — alas, it is for me 
to kneel, not you I — and I n^ouli kneel— I would 
cra^l ut^on the earth -^ I would kiss the dust-^ 
could I, by such submission, obtain :the forgive- I 
4;iess of the represeqt^ive of the moat injured of i 
women !" I 

« Oh, Sir!'* ex(5laimed I, 'Mhat you could but 
-read my heart!— »(faat you could but see the filial 
tenderness and concern with which it overflows ! 
— you would not then talk thus — you would not 
<hen banish me your presence, and exclude me 
from your affection f" 

/^Good God!" cried he, '' is it, then, possible 
that you do not hale me? — Can the child of the 
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wronged Cerolioe look at,— and Ml execrtie n^e ? 
«^WMt thoo aoi bom^ Co abhor and bred lo 
eiiTM me? didnotihy mother .bequeath ifaee her 
Iblesnug on condition thai thou isfaoaldst detect 
«nd avoid me 4'^ 

<< Oh, iMH-no--^iio !" cried I, '^ Aink not so 
wttkindlj of her, nor bo hardly of iii#." I Uien 
took from mj pocket-book ber bit letter, aad^ 
firessittg U to mj lipa, wkh a trembling hand^ 
«nd still upon mj knees, I held out it to him. 

Hastily SBAtching it from me, ** Great heairen!" 
wed he, ^ 'tis her writi^gl-^ Whence comes 
diis? who gave it you? why had I not it sooner?* 

I made no answer^ his vehemence intimtdsAed 
me, and I ventured not to move from the sup* 
pliant posture in which I had put myself* 

He went from me to the. window, where his 
«yes were for some time rivetted vqpon tho 
direclion of the letter, though his hand Aook 
so violently he could hardly hold it* Theni 
brhdgiDg it to me, ''Open it,"-^ cried he,-*- 
''for 1 cannot!" 

1 had, myadf,. hardly strength to obey him; 
but, when I had, he took it back, and walked 
hastily up and down* the room, as if dreading to 
read it: at length, turning, to me, ^'Do yon 
know," cried he, '' its contents ?** 

" Mo, Sir I" Answered 1, *' it has never been 
«nsealed«'* 

VOL. IK, K 
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He then again went to the windovry ^nd began 
reading. Hairing hastily ran it'over^ he east up 
his' eyes with a look of desperation; the letter 
fell from his hand^ and he e xclaimed, '^ Tes ! 
thou art sainted ! — thou art hlessed ! — and I 
am cursed for e^er !" He continued some tiihe 
fixed 'in thi^ melancholy- position ; after which| 
casting himself with Violence upon the ground^ 
"Oh, wretch!" cried he, "unworthy Itfe and 
light, in what dungeon canst thou hide thy^ 
head?* 

I could restrain myself no longer ! I rose and 
went to him'; I did not dare speak, but, with pity 
and concern unutterable^ I wept and hung oyer 
him. 

Soon after, starting up, he again seized the 
letter, exclaiming, " Acknowledge thee, Caro- 
line!-^ yes, with my heart's best blood would 
I acknowledge thee ! — Oh, that thou couldst 
witness the agony of my soul! — Ten thousand 
dagg^ers could' not hare wounded 'me like this 
letter!" ' 

Then, after again reading it, *' EveKna!" he 
cried, " she charges me to receiye thee ; *- wilt 
thou, in obedience to her will, own for thy iPather 
ttie deslrbyer of thy mother?^ 

What a dreadful question !-^I shuddered, but 
could not speak; 

" To clear her fame, and recciye her child,"^ 
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tniitintied lie, looking stedfastly ' at tKe letter^ 
^^ are the conditions upon which ahh leaves me 
hef forgiveness: her fame, 1 have already cleared ;- 
—and oh, how willingly would I tslke her child 
to my l>osom,->-fold her to my heart,— caH Wglon 
her to mitigate my anguish, and 'pont thci balm 
tyf comfort on my wounds; were I not con- 
acioos I deserve not to receive it, and that tkVt 
my affliction is the restdt of my own guilt f^ 

It was in vain I attempted to sp^alt ; ^<' 
horror and grief took from me all power 6f 
utterance. 

He then read aloud froni the letter, *' Look 
not like thy unfortunate mother !-^Sweet soul!* 
vrith what bitterness of Spirit hast thou written! 
— Gome hither, Evelina !— Gracious heaven !'* 
looking earnestly at nie, '^ never was likeness 
more striking ! — the eye— the face— the form ! ' 
—Oh, mychUd, my child!* Imagine> Sir, — for 
I can never describe my feelings, when I saw 
him sink upon his knees before me t — ^' Oh, 
dear resemblance of thy murdered mother !<— 
t>h, all that remains of the most injured of 
women! befhold thy father at thy feet!— bend* 
ing thus lowly to implore you would not hate 
him ;— oh, then, thou representative of my de*** 
]>arted wife, speak to me in her name, and sa/ 
that the remorse whioh tears my soul tbrturea 
me not in vain!** 
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*' Ob, roe, rise, mj beloTeaCathei*P cried "1, 
%tt^iopling to assist him, *^ I .c«imot bear to see 
jou thus ;— -reverse not tbe^taw of natare; rise 
joorself^ and Uess j^nr kneeling daughter f 

, " M«J hjjaven blete thee, my child ! — ^" cried 
l^e, '< (or Z dare not." He then rose, and em^ 
l^racing^e most affectionately, added, /' I see, 
li see that tfaoa art all kindness, softness, and 
tenderness; I need not have feared thee; thou 
igt. all the fondest fiaither oould wish, and I will 
trj to frame my mind to lesai painful sensations 
at thy sight. Perhaps the time may come 
If hen I may know the comfort of such, a daugh* 
ter, — at present, I am only fit to be alone ; 
dreadful as are my reflections, they ought 
merely to torment myself. — ^Adieu, my child ! 
—be not angry, — J canaot slay with thee! — Oh 
Svelina! thy countenance is a dagger to mj 
l^art! — ^just so thy mother looked,— just so—** 

. Tears and sighs seemed to ^hoke him ! — and 
waTUig his handx he would have left me, — ^but« 
clinging to him, ^* Oh, Sir!" cried I, ^' will yon 
so soon abandon me ? — am I again an orphan? 
—oh, my dear, my long-lost father, leave me 
i^ot, I beseech you !. take pity on your child, 
and rob her not of the parent she so fondly 
hoped would cherish her!" 

*' You know not what yon ask " cried be ; 
'^ the emotions which now rend u^y soul ara 
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more than my reason can endure : vnffer me, 
Ihen^' to leaye jou, — ^impiAe it not to'vniind* 
nessy but think of me as Well a)i thou canst—- 
Lor* Ortille has behaved nobly j-^I beHcTe 
he wiH make thee happy.^' Then again em«* 
bracing me, '^ God Mess thee> my dear child i^ 
cried he, " God bless thee, my Evelina !— 
endeavour to lore — at least not to hfite me,— 
and to make me an interest in thy filial bosom 
by thinking of me as thy father." 

I could not speak; I kissed his hands On my 
knees; and then, with yet more emotion, \^ 
again blessed me, and hurried out of the roomj 
—-leaving me almost drowned in tears. 

Oh , Sir! all goodness as you are, how much 
will yon feel for you^ Eyelina, during a scene 
of such agitation! I pray heaven to accept the 
tribute of his remorse, and restore him to tran- 
quillity ! 

When I was sufficiently composed to returh 
to the parlour, I found Lord Orville waiting for 
me with the utmost anxiety : — and then a new 
scene of emotion, though of a far different 
nature, awaited me; for I learned, byMr» Ma- 
cartney, that this noblest of men had insisted the 
so l^g-supposed Miss Belmont should be const* 
dered indeed as my sister, and as the co-heiresf 
•f my fatl^fr! — ^though not in iattf, in juaHcej 
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he Baj9, she ought ever to he treated at the 
(daughter of Sir Joha Behnont. 

Oh^ Lord OrriUe !— it shall be the sole stndj 
of my happj lifis to express, better than bj 
words, the sense I hare of your exalted bene- 
Tolence and greatness of mindi 
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LETTER XX. 



XVELIKA IK OONTIKUATIOK.. 



Clirton> Oct i%\h. 

THIS morning, early, I received the follow^ 
ing letter fi^om Sir Clement Willougbby. 



TO laSS UiYJLLX. 

^* I BATkUiia moment. rei^eited intelligeiice that 
prorations' aro actually making for your mar** 
riage "with Lord Orville^ 

'' Imagine not that \ -write iirith the imbecile 
idea of rendering those preparations abortive: 
no^ I am not so mad. &|y 'ole view is to 
explain the motive of my conduct in a particu- 
lar instancci and to obviate the accusi^tion of 
treachery vrhicb may be laid to my charge* 

*' My unguarded behaviour -when I last saw 
^you haSy probably^ already acquainted you that 
the letter I theo^ saw yon reading was vnritten 
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hj myseir: for your ftucther taiis&eiioii, let 
me bare the honor of informing yon that the 
letter yon bad designed for Lord Onrille bad 
fallen into my bands. 

" HowoTer I may bare been urged on by a 
passion the most violent that ever warmed the 
heart of man^ I can by no means calmly sub- 
mit to he stigmatised for an action ^emingly 
so dishonorable; and it is for this reason that 
I trouble you with my justification. 

" Lord OnriUe — the happy Orville, whom yon 
are so ready to Mesa-— had ma^ me helieye 
he loved. yo« not;— -nay, that he held you in 
contempt. 

^' Such were my thoughts of his sentiments of 
you, when I got possession of the letter yon 
meant to send him; I ^pretend not to vindicate 
either die mentis I naad «o •'tA^tn it, or the 
aotton of lireaking the seal^-^but I was impelled 
by an impetuous curiosity to discover ihe term$ 
upon which you Wrote to' him* 

** The letter, however, was wholly nmnteUigihle 
to me, and the perusal of it o^y added to^ my 
perplexity. 

^* A tame suspense I was not bom to endure^ 
and I determined to dear my doubts at all hazards 
and events;-^] answered it, therefore^ in Orville'a 
name. - 

^ The views, which I am now going t« 
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ackno^ledgey mast mfelUbly tiic«r your JB4>ka'- 
sure; — ^yet I scOrH all pflHiation; 

^* firiefly; tben,— I coii^aMd yoir ieiur id pttr« 
tent a dkcorery of yont edp&cky ^-^-^nd I wrote 
yoit an atiswer wli'icb I iiop^d Wo^ prg^ctAI 
your iridhiilg for any other. 

*< I am ^ell aware of eTe:^y tlnng wbicb ttaft 
be said upon this subject. Lord Orville uriS 
'possibly think himself ill used ;-^bnl 1 am etw 
tremely iodilFerent as to bis opinion; nor db 
1 now write by way of oflering any apok>^ 
to him, but merely to make known to yonrseif 
the reasons by i^hich I faaye b^en goremed. 

** I intend to set o£P next tre^k tot the €ont}- 
nent. Should his Lordship have any commands 
for me in the mean lime, I shall be glad to re-> 
ceiye them. I say not tliis by way of defiance, 
— ^I should blush to be suspected of so doing 
through an indirect channel^-— but simply that, 
if you show him this letter, %<i may know I 
dare defend as #eU as excuse my conduct* 

" Cij6MXIIT WttLOUCHBT.** 



"Whkt k Mnnge letrei^ !-»4o# proud «hd hol^ 
piqued does {u'wHtei^ ajqtearl T<r#bsft Sterna t^ 
meanness ax^ rashness do the passions lekit, 
mheiL reaMii and acAf^deikiat do not oppoi^ ^m! 

x5 
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Sr dement ii eonscious be has acted digho- 

norably; jet the same unbridled Tebemence, 

•triiiob urged him to gratify a Uameable corio- 

mtfy. -vHll. sooner prompt him to risk his life 

than confess bis misconduct. The rudeness of 

his manner of writing to me springs from the 

Mme causes the proof he has receired of my 

jndiffereAoe to him has stung him to the soul^ 

.aAdbe b^a. neither the deticacy nor forbearance 

to disguise his dispkasure. 

. . I d^rmined not to show this letter to Lord 

Oryille, , and thought it most prudent to let Sir 

Cl^e^t know I should not. I therefore wrote 

ibe ^pllQwipg note* 

to SIA CUMBSfT WZLLOUGBBT. . 

; *^ Tbb letter jon haye been pleased to address 
to me is' so little calculated t» afford Lord Or- 
▼ille any satisfaction, that you may depend upon 
my carefully keeping it, from his sights I will 
bear yon no resentment lor what is past; but 
I most earnestly intreat, nay implore, that you 
will not writf^ %gajn^ whilp in yoi^r present 
frame of ^niiflida by an^ chapaneU direct or iuf- 
dirept^ . 
,. '^ i hope you w31 ba?^ much pleasure in your 
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proposed expedition^, and I beg leave ta assure 
you o£ my good wishes." 

Not knowing by what name to sign, I was 
obliged to. send it without, any. 

The preparaiionsy which Sif Qem^nt mentions^ 
go on just as if your consent were ,arrived : — 
it is in yain that I expostulate; Lord Oreille 
says, should any objections be raised, all shall 
be given up ^ but that, as his hopes forbid him 
to expect any, he must proceed as if already 
assured of your concurrence. , 

'We.have had, ibis afternoon^ a most interest- 
ing conversation, in which we. have traced our 
sentiments of each other from our &st ac- 
j^uaintance. I have made him confess how ill 
he thought of me, upon my foolish giddiness at 
'Mrs. Stanley's ball; but he flatters me with 
assurances, that, every succeeding time he saw 
me, I appeared somethiDg less, and less to dis- 
advantage. 

When I e^tpressed my amazement that h^ 
could honor with his choice a girl who seemed 
so ^. infinitely, in every respect, beneath his al- 
liance,— he frankly owned, that he had fully 
intended making more minute inquiries into my 
family an4 connexions, and particularly concern* 
ing those people be saw me with at Marybone^ 
before he acknowledged bis prepossession in my 
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&Tor:' bnl the raddenness of mj intended fofir»* 
nej, and the* uncertainty o£ seeing me agaii^^ 
pat him quite off his guard, and, ^* divesting, 
him of prudence, left him nothing hut feTe."" 
—-These weie his. words; and jet he ha* 
repeatedly assured me that his. partiality has 
Inown no bounds, from the time of my residing 
at Clifton. 



Mr. Macartney has just been with- me, os aik 
embassy from my father : he ha& sent me his. 
kindest tore and assurances of favor, and de* 
sired to kiiow if I am happy in the prospect of 
changing' my situation, and if there b any thin^ 
I can name which he can do &r me^ and, at 
the same time,, Mr. Macartney' deKyered to me 
a draught on v^j fatheiV banker for a thousand 
^unds, which he insisted that I shoidd receive 
entirely for my own use, and eipend in equipiMng. 
myself properly for the new rank of life to 
which I seem destined. 

I am sure I need hot say how much I was: 
penetrated by this goodness; I wrote my thanks^ 
end acknowledged frankly, that, if I could see 
him restored to tranquillity^ my heart would be 
without a wish. 



y Google 



BTStlNA. 9^9 



LETTER XXI. 



CUfton, Oct. i5ik 

'nyit time approttcliet now, -when i kope ure 
AaB meet, — yet I cannot sle^p, — great joy it aft 
TtMem as torroWj-^-aod tiKrefore I will continne 
my journal. 

Afl I had never had an opportonity of seeing 
Bath, a party wa« formed last night for showing 
me that celebrated city ; and this morning, aftet^ 
breakfast^ we set onl in three, phaetons. Lad^ 
liOnisa and Mtrs^ Beamnonf with Lord Metton y 
Mr. CoTcrley with Mr. Loyel*, aild Mn Selwya 
and myself with .LordOnrille. . ' i 

Wo bad hardly proceeded half^ imlo, whelk 
a gentleman from a postchaise, wbich cMlie ^1^^ 
li^ng lifter m, iiiMed otii to the seryants;—- 
^HolU, iny fedst^^ray ift toe MissAmiAe in 
Any ^f them thing^etebcte?* ' " 

I hnmediately recolle^ed^ l!h^ w>i&e' of €aplaAk 
MhTan, and Lord Orville stopped the phaeton t 
be was out of the ohiiiile attd Wi^\is m '»taieiB^^f» 



y Google 



a3o ZTEUKA* 

" So, Hiss Anvaic," cried he, *' how do you do; 
•o I hear you're Miss Belmont now; — ^pray how 
does old Madame French do?' 

" Madame Duval/* said I, " is, Ibelieye, rery 
well." 

'^ I hope she is in good case^ said he, winkibg 
significantly, '^ and won't flinch at seeing service \ 
she has laid-hy long enough to refit and he 
made tight. And pray how does poor Monseer 
Doleful do? is he as lank-jawed as ever? 

''They are neither of them," said I, ''in 
Bristol.'* 

, "No!" cried he, with a look of disappciinl* 
ment, " hut surely the old dowager intends 
coming.to the wedding ! 'twill he a ivtost excellent 
opportunity to show off her. best Lycms silk ;->- 
besides^ I purpose to dance, a new-fashioned jig 
with^ he.iC. Dooft ypu know when she'll eoAie?" 

" I tiaTe no ;refl^ii to expect }ker at- «U^" 
,."Nq!-^'Fore. Goorge ! . jtfais here's the wmrst 
news I'd wish to.h^rl-v.w^y't'ire thought of 
laoibing/^ tlM Wfy but whpit trick I shQtdd 

^rve.lft^>l!V ;/ .-•, •/.-.,. -I :...• ' - •: 
. ''Y^^.ha|▼ebfe^^Y^^pWi8«»g•'?^i4^^¥»ghi^ 
.: "Ofej4>P^<?»"^ you,"..<aried he, 'S o«r BloH 
would never have wheedled me* into thi^t|aunl^ 
i^J[!d i^n^i^wn: sb«. i(paa not here, f^r, to let you 
iplp tfai^i se^r^^ I fidl;;in.tended tp have, treated 
ih^siA hws^ wtb MOAher.friG^? . (^ , / 
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*' Did BfissMinran, then, persuade you to this 
journey?" 

'^ YeS; and vreVe been trayelliog all night." . 

'* Wei" cried I: "Is MissMirvan, then, with 
you?" 

" Whal, Molly?— yes r she's in that there 
chaise." 

** Good God, Sir ! why did not you tell me 
.sooner?' cried I, and immediately, with Lord 
.Oryille's assistance, I jumped out of the phaeton^ 
and, ran to the dear girl. Lord Orrille opened 
the chaise-door, and 1 am sure I need not tell jou 
what unfeigned joy accompanied our meeting. 

We both begged we might not be parted 
during the ride, and Lord Orville was so good 
as to invite Captain Miryan into his phaeton. 

I think I was ttardly erer more re)oioed than 
at this so. seasonable yisit from my dear Maria; 
who had no sooner heard the situation of my 
aQairS; than with the assistance of Lady .Howard 
.and her kind mother^ sbe besou^l het father 
with such earnestness ta consent ta the )oiH*ilie^^ 
that .he bad not .V6en. able» to withstand their 
united intreatAes,) thdugh she owned 4liat, had 
he not ^ 0xpebted to hfi\e met i^ilb Mad^m* 
PuTal> sbe belieTeji he wotijid nol so readily 
have yielded. . They arrited at^Mrs. Beaumont's 
but a few minutes after we were out of sighl^ 
and oyertp^ us wUbout mfick difficulty^ .. 
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I say nolUng of pur conversation^ because jrov 
may so well suppose botb the subjects we ehose 
and our manner of discussing them. 

We all stopped al a great hotel^ where i^e 
were obliged to inquire for a room, as Lady 
Louisa^ fatigued to death, desired to take some^ 
thing before we began our rambles. 

As soon as the party was assembled, the Cap« 
lain, abruptly saluting me, said, *' So, Miss Bel^ 
mont, I wish yon )oy! so I hear youVe quar- 
relled with your new name already?'* 

« Mef— no, indeed, Sir!" 

^^ Then please for to teH me the reason you're 
in such a hurry to change it.** 

''Miss Belmont!'' cried Mr. Lovel, looLing 
around him with the utmost astonishment, ''I 
beg pardon, — but, if it is not impertinent, — 
I must beg leaye to siay,^ 1 always understood 
that lady's name was Anrllle.'' 

" Tore George!'* cried the Captain, " it runs 
in toy head Vi^ -seen' you -somewhere b^sfbre !-^ 
and fiow I think on't, pray aVt yon the person 
I saw at the play on^ nighli, and who didn^ 
know^ bH the time, wfaethel* it Wiis a tragedy^ 
•r a coinedy, or a concert of fiddlers?* 

"I b^lieVe, Sir," said Mr. LoveJ, stammerings 
^ I had once, — I think-— the pleasure of seeing 
you last spring;" 

^' Aye J— and illliTe an hun^d springji/ 
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Answered he, " I shall never forget it; By Jingo t 
it has served me for a most excellent good joke 
ever since. WcH, howsomever, Tm glad to see 
you Bttll in tlie land of the living/' shaking him 
roughly bj the hand; *''pray, if a. body may be 
so bold, how much a night may you give at 
prt'senl to keep the undertaken aloof?'* 

" Me, Sir!" said Mr. Level, very much dis- 
composed ; '' I protest I never thought myself in 
such imminent danger as to— really, Sir, I don't 
undi^rstand you.** 

'' Oh> you don't I — why then I'll make free 
for to explain myself. Gentlemen and ladies^ 
rU tell you what; do you know this here gen- 
tleman) simple as he sits there, pays five shillings 
a night to let his friends know he's alive ! " 

** And very ^cheap, too,*' said Mrs. Selwjn> 
'^ if we consider the value of the intelligence." 

Lady Louisa being now refreshed, we pro« 
eeeded upon our expedition.' 

The charming city of Bath answered all mj 
expectations. The Crescent, the prospect from 
it, and the elegant symmetry of the Circus, 
delighted me. The Parades, I own, rather die* 
appointed me ; one of them is scarce preferable 
to some of the best paved streets in London ; 
and the other, though it atTords a beautiful 
prospect, a charming view of Prior Park and 
of the Avcfo^ y^et wanted somediing in ii^ ot 



y Google 



aS4 xmrsk* 

more striking elegance . thafi a mere broad pare- 
ment^ to saUsfj the ideas I had formed of iL 

At tlie pump^room^ I was amazed at the pubL'c 
exhibition of the ladies in the bath : it is trae, 
their heads are covered with bonnets; but the 
Tery idea of being seen, in such a situation, bj 
whoever pleases to look, is indelicate. 

'* 'Fore George!" said the Captain^ looking 
into the bath, ** this would be a most excellent 
place for old Madame French to dance a fandango 
in ! By Jingo ! I wouldn't wish for better sport 
than to swing her round this here pond !" 

*^ She would be yerj much obliged to you/' 
said Lord OrriUe, ** for so extraordinary a mark 
of your favor." 

" Why, to let you know," answered the Cap- 
tain, *' she hit my fancy mightily; I never tqok 
60 much to an^old tabby before." 
. *' Really^ now," cried Mr. Lovel, looking also 
into the bath, ^' I must confess it is, to me, very 
incomprehensible why the ladies choose that 
frightful unbecoming dress to bathe in! I have 
often pondered very seriously upon the subject, 
but could never hit upon the reason." 

" Wen, I declare/' said Lady Louisa, « I should 
like of alf things to set something new a going! 
I always hated bathing, because one can get 
no pretty dresa for it ; now do, there's a good 
oreature! try to help me to something." 
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/'"Who? me!-*- Oh, dear Ma'am/* .aaicl he, 
simpering, ** I can't pretend to assist a person of 
your Ladyship's taste ; besides^ I haye not the least 
head for fashions. — I really don't think I ever 
invented abore three in my life I — ^but I never 
had the least turn for drcss^^^noTer any notioxl 
of fancy or elegance.'* 

** O. fie, Mr. Loyel ! how can you talk so ?— 
don't we all know that yon lead the ton in the 
beau monde? I declare^ I think you dress better 
than any body''* 

** Oh, dear Ma'am ! yon confuse me to the 
last degree ! / dress well ! — I protest I don't 
think I'm erer fit to be seen! — I'm often 
shocked to death to think what a figure I go» 
If your Ladyship will belieye me, 1 was full half 
an hour this morning thinking what I should' 
put on r* 

<' 04dsmy lifel" cried the GapUin, '' I wish 
I'd been near you ! I warrant I'd haye quickened 
your motions a little ! Half an hour thinking 
what you'd put on! and who the deuce, do you 
think, cares the snuff of a candle whether you'ye 
any thing on or not?" 

*' Oh, pray, Captain!" cried Mrs. Selyrjrn, 
^^ don't be angry with the gentleman for thinking^ 
whateyer be the 'cause ; for I assure you he 
makes no eomiooa priictice of offending in. thai 
way," 
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*' Really, Ma'am, you're procUgiously kind !*• 
said Mr. Lovel, angrily. 

" Pray, now," said tbe Captain, *' did you 
erer get a ducking in that there place your^lf?" 

« A docking. Sir!" repeated Mr. Lorel^ " I 
protest I think that's rather an odd term ! — but 
if you mean a beUhing, it is an honor I hare had 
many timesi" 

*' And pray, if a body may be so bold, what 
do you do with that friz«Ie-frize top of your 
own ? Why, I'll lay you what you will, there 
is fat and grease enough on your crown to 
bnoy you np^ if you were to go in bead down- 
wards.** 

" And I^on't know,'* cried Mrs. Selwyn, " but 
that mi^ht be the easiest way ; for Tm sure it 
. would be the lightest." 

** For the matter of that there,** said the Gape* 
tain> *^ you must make him a soldier, before you 
ean tell which is lightest, head or. heels. How- 
aomever, I'd lay ten pounds to a shilling, I could 
whisk him so dexterously over into the pool, that 
be should light plump upon bis foretop, and turn 
round like a tetotum." 

" Done!** cried Lord Mert<m; ** 1 take your 
odds!'* 

"'"Will ydu?*'retunredhe; '* why then, *fore 
George ! I'd do it as soon as say Jack RobinM>n»** 

'< He, be !" faintly ]au|;hed Blr. LoYel, as bt 
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moTed abrvpdj from the window, ^* 'pon honor, 
this is pleasant enough! but I don't see what 
right any body has to lay wagers about one^ 
without one's consent.'* 

" There, Lovel, you are out!" cried Mr.^Co- 
Terley *, ** any man may lay what wager about you 
he will; your consent is nothing to the purpose : 
be may lay that your iiose is a sky-blue, if he 
pleases." 

** Aye," said Mrs. Selwyn, '' or that your mind 
is more adorned than your person ; — or any ab- 
surdity whatsoever." 

** I protest," said Mr. Lorel, <* 1 think it's a 
Tery disagreeable priyilege ; and I must beg that 
nobody may take such a liberty with me" 

^' Like enough you may!" cried the Captain; 
*^ but what's that to the purpose? Suppose I've 
a mind to lay that youVe never a tooth in your 
head; — pray, how will you hinder me?" 

'^ You'll allow me, at least, Sir, to take the 
liberty of asking how you'll joroi^tf it?" 

^^ How? — ^ why, by knocking them all down 
your throat.'* 

*' Knocking them all down my throat. Sir !'* 
repeated Mr. Lovel, with a look of horror, " I 
protest I never heard any thing so shocking in 
my Uf^p; and I must beg leave to observe^ that 
no wager, in my opinion, could justify such a 
barbarous action.'* 
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Here Lord Orville interfered^ and hurried us 
to our carriages. 

"We returned in the same order we came. 
Mrs. Beaumont inyited all the party to dinner^ 
and has been so obliging as to beg Miss Mirvaa 
may continue at her house during her stay. The 
Captain will lodge at the Wells. 

The first half-hour after our return was de- 
voted to hearing Mr. Lovel's apologies for dinbg 
in his riding-dress. 

Mrs. Beaumont then^ addressing herself* to 
Miss Miryan and me, inquired how we liked 
Bath? 

** I hope," said Mr. Lovel, '' the ladies do 
iiot call this seeing Bath^ 

^' No?— what should ail 'em?" cried the Cap- 
tain ; ** do you suppose they put Uieir eyes in 
their pockets?" 

'*No^ Sir; but I fancy you will find no per- 
son, — that is, no person of any condition, — call 
going about a few places in a morning seeing 

*^ Mayhap^ then," said the literal Captain,* 
'' you think we should see it better by going about 
at midnight?" 

" No, Sir, no!" said Mr. Lovel, wiCh a super- 
cilious smile, '^ I perceive you don't understand 
me \-^9ife should never call it seeing Baih, with* 
oat going at the right season." 
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^^ Wby, what a plague, then!^' demanded 
he, '^ can you only see at one season of the 
year?'" 

Mr. Lorel again smiled j but seemed superior 
to making any answer. 

** The Bath amusements/' said Lord Orrille, 
^* have a sameness in them, which, after a short 
time, renders them rather insipid : but the greatest 
objection that can be made to the place, is the 
encouragement it gives to gamesters." 

^' Why, I hope, my Lord ! you would not think 
of abolishing j^amin^," cried Lord Merton; >^ 'tis 
the very zesi of life ! Devil take me, if I could 
Hve without it !" 

" I am sorry for it! '* — ^said Lord Orville, 
gravely, and looking at Lady Louisa. 

'' Tour Lordship is no judge of this subject,'* 
eontinued the other ;— '^ but if once we could get 
you. to a gaming-table, you'd never be happy 
away from it." 

/^ I hope, my Lord," cried Lady Louisa, 
'^ that, nobody here ever occasions your quit- 
ting it." 

" Tour Ladyship," said Lord Merton, recol^ 
lecting himself, '^ has power to make me quit 
any thing." 

*' Except herself P' said Mr. Coverley, " Egad! 
my Lord,. I think I've helped you out there." 
^' Tou men of wit, Jack," answered his Lord^ 
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thip^ " are always ready ^— for my part> I doti^t 

pretend to aay taknta that way.'* 

*^ Really, my Lord?*' asked the sarcasdo 
Mrs. Selwyn; '' well, thai ia woBderful! con- 
aidrring success would be so much in your 
|>ower,'* 

*' Pray, Ma'am,*^ said Mr, Lovel to Ladj 
Ifouisay ** has your Liadyship heard the news?* 

" Newa !— what news?" 

^' Why, the rej^ort oireuIaUi^t at the Wells, 
concerning a certain person ?" 

'« 0h, Ijord 1 no} pray tell me what it is !^ 

'' Oh, no, Ma'am! I beg your La'ship wiH 
excuse me ; 'tis a profound secret, and I would 
not have mentioned 'it if I had not thought you 
knew it." 

'^ Lord, now, how cam yau he so monstrous? 
iv— I declare, now, you're r pro?<^i«g creature i 
But come, I know you'll tell me; — won't you» 
now?** 

^' Your Ls^ship knows I am hut too happy to 
ohey you; hut 'pon honor I can't speak a word, 
if you won't all promise me the most inyiolahle 
aecreay." 

" I wish youM wail for that from me," said 
the Captain, '^ and I'll giye you my word you'cf 
he dumb for one while. Secresy, quoth-af— * 
'Fore George! I wonder you a'n*t ashamed to 
menti(ni such a word, when yon talk i^ teitihg 
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k to a wcman. TboAgh, Im* the matter of diac^ 
rd as lief blab it to tke vhole sex at once, as 
4e go for to toU it to socb a thing a* yoa.'' 

^^ Sock a diing* as me, 'Sirf' said Mr. Lovely 
letting iali his knife and fork, and lookiing ^^ry 
important: '^ I reallj luLva sot tlie boaor louii- 
derstand jour empressioo;" 

^' It's 8^ cne for tliati" said tbe Captain ; '' ja« 
nay have it explwaed ^vvhenever you like it." 

'^ Ton homoat, Sir," i^turMi Mr. Loirel^ '^i must 
take Uw lifteity to teil' yw, that I fthbuid be 
exlpeiadh)r .offended, i)ut that I soppose it t» 
be some sea-phrase; and therefore tU let ix 
^s0/witheut IwrtHer notide." 

Lord OrnUk, then, to change ih^ discourse 
•aked Miaa Mirran if she should spendl the en-, 
sutikg. wintfcir. in London ? 

:",NOi, t« be wire!'- said the Gatptain, "what 
abould she, fop?- she saw aiU that was to be seen 
before." 

•• ^^jl^ {40ifcdoli, ^tfaen," said lllr. Lovel, snvling 
at Lady Louisa, " only lo be regarded ais a srg/i4 /^» 
> -^^ Whyi. pf»f>' '^^ri Waeacre, bjw are you 
pleased fof. to regard.it yourself? — andwer me 
to that.'* 

. "Ob, Sir! ^roy opinion, I -fency, yo« wo'/J 
JUardly find intelligible: I don't iind. i. iirA ;.r- 
phrases enough to de£«e it to }jur rwL vre- 
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liension. Doesn't your La'ship think the task 
arottld be rather difficult?" 

'' O Lardy yes I" cried Lady Louisa; '^ I de^ 
jdare I'd as soon teach my parrot to talk Welch." 

" Hai ha! haJ admirable !-^Ton honor^ your 
La'ship'a qoite^ in luck to-day ;— *but that^ indeed, 
your La'ship is eyery day. Though, to be sure, 
jit is but candid to acknowledge that the gende- 
men of the ocean haye a set of ideas, as well as 
a dialect, so opposite to ours, that it is by no 
means surprising they should regard London as 
4k mere shattf, that may be seen by being looked 
at. Ba! ha! ha!" ^ 

"Ha! ha!" echoed Ltdy Lowsa: — " WeU, 
I declare yoii are the drollest creature !" 

" He ! he ! 'pon honor, I can't help laughing 
at the conceit of seeing London in a few weeks!'? 

" And whiit a plague should hind^ you !" cried 
the Captain *, .'' do you want to spend a day in 
every street?'* 

Here again Lady Louisa and Mri. Lo?el inter* 
changed smiles. / .. 

'' Why, I warrant you, if-I had the sbowiog 
it, I'd haul you froqi St^ James's to Wapping 
the very first morning." 

The smiles were how with added contempt 
repeated; which this Captain observing, he looked 
very fiercely at Mr. Level, and said, ^< Hark'ee, 
my spark, none of your grianing ! — 'tis a lingo 
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I don't undersUna; and if yoa gire me hny more 
of it^ I shall go near to lend you a box o' the 
ear/' 

*^ I protect, Sirf" said Mr. liOTel, turning 
extremely pale, *' I think it's taking a rery 
particular liberty "vvith a person, to talk to one 
in such a style as thisi** 

*^ It's like you may," returned the Captain; 
^'but giye a good gulp, and 111 warrant youlL 
swallow it." Then, calling for a glass of ale^ 
with a Tery provoking and significant nod, he 
drank to his easy digestion* 

Mr. Loyel made no answer, but he looked \ 
extremely sullen: and soon after we lelt the 
gentlemen to themseWe^ 

I had then two letters delivered to me; one 
from Lady Howard and Mrs. Minran, which, 
contained the kindest congratulations^ and tha 
other from Madame Duval ; but not a word trom 
you — to my no small surprise and concern. 
. Madame Duval seems greatly rejoiced «t my 
late intelligence : a violent cold, she says, pre« 
v^nts her coming to Bristol. The Branghton?^ 
she tells me, are all well; Miss Polly is soou 
to be married to »Mr. Brown, but Mr. Sn^itli 
has changed his lodgings, '^ vrtnch/' she adds, 
^^ has made the house extremely dull. However, 
that's not the worst news; pardie, I wish it was ( 
but Tve been used like nobody,— for M. DuBoiif 
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hm had tbft hammem to go ba& to France wikfa-- 
out me.'' la coQcliuicn> she esswrea me^ as yoKfr 
prognosticated she would, that I shall he adle. 
bBiraas.of.iA die ia wfoaeih, yAiexL Bady OrriHe. 

At tea tine. -we wet« joined bj adl the geiidi>» 
xaen but Capeaia.lfirraiv -vrh^west to ihfe hotel 
where he was to sleep, and teade hb damf^^^ec. 
ancompaiiy hLm, to separate ker ^rumfmy^ as he 
calkdr it> from his. dockea^ 
, Ab aeoik aa they were fpn% 'Vk. Lore!, who. 
stift app ear ed estramely sidky> setd^ '^ I ptoteat,. 
I never saw such a Tulgmr^ abasm. feUefw ia my 
Itfe/ aa liut Captnin; 'pon. hoMr^ I believe be 
oaMie here fer n^ p«rpo9b in the world bet to 
pick a quarrel J howeyeI^, fep mf part^ I Vof^ 
I'wonft hutfior him." 

«^ Ir AffAn^^ mrkd laaAy Laaiaa, ^^he pst 
me in a vioiiairons. fright;-^! aefrer heard a»y 
body talk so sboekinf; in my ttfe !" 

'^ I thinks" said Mvsk Selv^yn^ with (neatao^ 
lemnity,. ^' he thueatenod to beft. yo^r ears, 
lln Lovielv-'-dsd ^ot he ?" 

^ ReeUy> Ma^am!" 8«ul Mr. lisi^ ootomng^ 
'^ Vi one wiae to nitid .^teioy Iliinf^.thpaer.loW Aiad 
of. people sa^> oner abe^ld.li^yer be ait inest for 
Qvie «mpl»*tii»^nic^ -or ojbBri,";--aa I tf&lnk tb^ base 
ymf ia to be bUove taking, angr' liotide o£ them.'*' 

'' Wha^l" sajd Mas. fiekiry*-^ with Acr stent 
(rvf Uy^ '^ and so ireceiire: lUe fcloiw in sdetice?* 
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Sating tlttft discMrse, I beai4 ili% CafHtiii^ 
«htti9e step ftt tlie door^ «b4 rmi d&wu fttmiis tir 
meet Maria. She was aloiM/ and uAd me ^aft 
her father, who, she was sure, had sonad'sckeiiie 
Ib s^>iiati<n agmtist Mr. Ije^el, had ^n4 her on 
feefe«<e him. We cci&liiHKd in Ae pavtoitf tiH 
his return, and were joined hy Lard OrrSle, vikm 
)»egged me not to ia»iat oo a palieiice so U|uuitural 
«is submining lo he excht^M <rar society. Ami 
let me, mj dear Sir I^^with a graiteiiil heart let 
me own, i niewr hefore paased half an hour' in 
such perfect Idhcl^. 

* I h^lkve we w«s« all worry when the Captiift 
relnnseij j yet his inward satisfiiction, fran h&m*' 
mrer different a cause, did not seetn iyTerior te 
1¥hat eiHTS had heen. He ch«^4)d Maria under 
the chin, rabbed his hands, and was scarce able 
to ooniain the felness of his glee. We all at- 
tended him to the dmwvngHroem, where, henrhijg 
^composed his €o«mtenia«ce, without any peeiPkMa 
ettenUon to Mis. BeauBKmt, he marched «p to 
Mr. Lovel, and abruptly said, ^ ftny have you 
e'er a brother m these here paritt ?" 

*' Me, Sir? — no, thank heaven f i^ireefironi 
sA tneumbrances of that sort.'' 

^' Wefi!'' eried the C»ptaia, '^ I mel e person 
just now, so like you, I oonld have vwom he hed 
he«n your twra-hrother." 

*^ ft would have heen a most singular pfeasunB 
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to me,** said Mr. LoTel^ \^ if I also could hare 
«een him^ for^ really, I have not the least notion 
^hat sort of a person I am, and I bare a prodi- 
gious cnriositj to know." 

/ Just then, the Captain's senrant opening the 
door, said, '^ A little' gentleman below desires to 
«ee one Mr. LoreL" 

^' Beg bim to walk up stairs/' said Mrs. Bean- 
^ont. *'^ But pray what is the reason William is 
out of the way?* 

The man shut the door without any answer. 

*' I can't imagine who it is," said Mr. Lorel; 
'^ I recoHe'ct no little gentleman of my acquaint- 
iuace now at Bristol, — except, indeed, the Mar- 
quis of Charlton, — ^but I don't much fancy it can 
be him. LeU me see ! who else is there so very 
little?"— 

. A confused noise among the servants now drew 
^ eyes towards the door *, the impatient Captain 
hastened to open it, and then, clapping his hands, 
GftU'd 6ut, " Tore George ! His the same person 
il took for your relation !" 

And then, to the utter astonishment of every 
rbody but himself, he hauled into the room a mon- 
key! full dressed, and extravagantly <^-^-77to£^/ 

The dismay of the company was almost general. 
Poor Mr. Lovel seemed thunderstruck with in- 
dignation and surprise; Lady Louisa began a 
scream; which for some time was incessant; 
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Miss Mirvan Rnd I j umped involuntarily upon lhe» 
seats of our chairs; Mrs. Beaumont herself fol- 
lowed our example ; Lord Orville placed himself 
be^fore me as a guard; a^d Mrs. Sclwyn, Lord" 
Merton^ and Mr. Coyerley, htirst into a loud, 
itnmoderate^ ungovernable fit of laughter; in 
•wliicli they vrere joined by the Captain, till, 
itnable to support himself, he rolled on the floor* 
^*The first voice which made it's way through 
this general noise, was that of Lady Louisa, 
which her fright and screaming rendtered ex- 
tremely shrill. "Take it away!'* cried she^ 
" take the monster away !-^I shall faint, I shall 
fiftint, ifyoudon*t!'»' 

Mr. Lovel, irritated beyond endurance, an- 
grily demanded of the Captain what he meant? 

'* Mean!" cried the Captain, as soon as he 
was able to speak, " why only to show you inc 
your proper colors." Then rising, and point-* 
ing to the monkey, " "Why now. Ladies and" 
Gentlemen, Til be judged by you all! — Di^ 
you ever see any thing more like ? Odds my life ! 
if it wasn't for this here tail, you wouldn't know, 
one from t'other." 

" Sir," cried Mr. Lbyel, stamping, "I shall 
take a time to make you feel my wrath." 

*' Come, now," continued the regardless Cap- 
tain, " just for the fun's sake, dofP your coat 
and waistcoat; and swop with Monsieur Crin--^ 

I. 4 
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€^in bere, and I'll warrant you'U n^t know 
jotirself whicli is whick." 

^' TStot know myself from a mankey ! — I assure 
jOtt^ Sir» I'm not to ke used in thi^ Qianjaer; and 
I won't beax it,— curse me, if I will!" 

*' Wkj, heiday !" cried tke Captain, « what is 
Master in a pasaoa?*— weU, don't be angry l^ 
come^ he sbaVt hurt yon I — faere» shake a paw 
frith him I*^wfayv he'll do- yon no harm^ man f*— 
come, kiss and iriend&!" 

"Who! 1?" cried M^'r ^^^'> '^^^'^^ ''^^ "^^^ 
rexatien, " as Vm a UTing creature^ 1 would not 
touch him f«r a thousand woiddsl" , 

" Send him a challenge," cried Mr. Cojferley^ 
f^ and I'll be your second." 

" Ay, do," said the Captain, " and I'll be 
second to wj friend Mansieur Clapperclaw here. 
C^mut to it at oncse! — tooth, and nail!" 

" God forl>id !" cried Mr. Lovel, retreating, 
*' I would , sooner trust my person with a mad 

kuftl": 

*^I don't like the looks of him myself/' said 
IrfHd Mcxton, " fcr he grins most herribly." 

" Oh, I'm frightened out of my senses!" cried 
jAdy Xiouisa, *' take hhn away, or I ShaU die L" 

" Captain/* SMd Lonl Orville, " the laidies ave 
alarmed, and I must beg you would send the 
monkey away." 

" Why, where can be the mighty harm of 
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(m« monkey viore than anotlier?'* loiswered tlie 
Captain; '^ howsoneTery if it's agreeable to tlia 
ladies, suppose we turn them out together?^' 

^'Whal do yott mean by that, Sir?" cried 
Mr. Loyel, llftrng up his cane. 

" What do yoa mean!" cried the Captain, 
fiercely: ^' be so good as to dorwn Tfith yoor 
eanc.** 

Poor Mr.LoTel^ too mnch intnniidated to staiut 
his ground, yet too^ much enriiged to sabmit, 
turned hastily round, and, forgetful of conse^ 
quences, vented his passion by giving a furious 
blow to the monkey. 

The creature, darting forwards, sprang nistahtly 
upon him, and, clinging round his neck, fastened 
his teeth to one of his cars. 

I was really sorry for the poor man, who, 
though an egregious fop^ bad oommidted no 
offence that merited saeh chastisemeiit. 

It was impossible now to distingiusfa wfaoee 
screams were loudest, those of Mr. Loyei, or of 
the terrified Lady Louisa, who, 1 beliere, thought 
her own turn was approaching: but the unne-* 
lenting Captain roared with joy. 

Not 80 Lord OrriUe : ever hvmane, generous, 
and beneyolent, he quitted his charge, who he 
saw was wholly out <^ danger, and, seismg the 
monkey by the collar, made liim loosen the ear^ 
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and tben^ witli a sadden swing, flung him out 
of the room and shut the door. 

Poor Mr. Loyel, ahnost fainting with terror , 
sunk upon the floor, crying out, '^ Oh, I shall 
die, I shall die!— Oh, I'm hit to death !'^ 

'^ Captain Mirvan," said Mrs. Beaumont, Mrkh . 
no little indignation, '^ I must own I don't per^ 
ceiye the wit of this action; and I' am sorry to> 
have such eruelty practised in my house." 

" Why, Lord! Ma'am,** said the Captain, when» 
his rapture abated sufficiently for speech, '' how 
could I tell they'd fall out so? — ^by Jingo! I 
brought him to be a messmate for t'other." 

'^Egad!" said Mr.Coverley, '-^ I would nothaye 
been served so for a thousand pounds !" 

" Why, then, there's the odds of it," said the 
Captain, '^ for you see he is served so for nothing. 
But come," turning to Mr. Lovel, " be of good 
heart, all may end well yet; and you and Monr^. 
Beer Longtail be as good friends as eyer»" 

^' I'm surprised, Mrs. Beaumont," cried 
Mr. Lovel, starting up, ^^ that you can suffer a 
person under your roof to be treated so inhu- 
manly." 

" What argufies so many words?" said the 
unfeeling Captain, '^ it is but a sht of the ear; 
it only looks as if you bad been in the pillory J' 
" l^cry true!" add^d Mrs. Selwyn^ " and who 



y Google 



knows btit : it may acquire you the credit of 
being an anti-ministerial writer?'' 

*' I protest/' cried Mr. LoTel, looking ruefully 
at bis dress^ " my new riding-suit's all oyer 
bloodl" 

''Ha^ ha^ ha!" cried theCapUin; ^^see what 
comes of studying for an hour what you shall 
put on." 

Mr. Loyel then walked to the glass^ and looking 
at the place^ exclaimed^ "Oh, heayen! what a 
monstrous wound 1 my ear will neyer be fit to 
be seen again!" 

" Why, then/' said the Captain, *' you must 
hide it; — 'tis hut wearing a wig!" 

'' A wi^ !" repeated the affi*ighted Mr. Loyel, 
*', I wear a wig ! — no, not if you would give me 
a thousand pounds an hour !" 

" I declare," said Lady Louisa, " T neyer heard 
such a shocking proposal in my life!" 

Lord Oryille then, seeing no prospect that 
the altercation would cease, proposed to the 
Captain to walk. He assented; and haying giyen 
Mr» Loyel a nod of exultation^ accompanied his 
Lordship down stairs. 

" 'Pon honor," said Mr. Loyel, the moment 
the door was shut, " that fellow is the greatest 
brute in nature! he ought not to be admitted 
into a' ciyilised society." 

" Loyel," said Mr, Coyerley, affecting to whi&- 
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•per, ** ytiu must certatriif pii& Wm : jwk vrjdist 
not put up with swki vol afl^^mt.'* 

** Sir," said Mr. Lord, *' with any <^oiimion 
person, I shoidd not del3>erate ah instant; Ibut, 
really, with a fellow who has done nothing but 
fight aB his life,^'pon honor, Sir, I can't think 
of it!" 

*\ LoYel,*' said Lord Merton, in thie same voice, 
"you must call him to aecomit.'* 

*' Every man," said he, pettishly, *' is the best 
judge of his own affairs, and I donH ask the 
honor of any person's advice." 

**Egad, Lovel!" said Mr. Coverlcy, *' you're 
in for it ! — you can't possibly be off!" 

" Sir,** cried he, very hnpatiently, *' upon any 
proper occasion, X sffiouM be as ready to show 
my courage as any body; — but as to fighting 
for such a trifle as this, — I protest I should Mush 
to think of itf" 

" A trifle?** cried Mrs. Selwyn; " good heayen! 
and have you made this astonishing riot about 
a trifle?" 

*^ Ma'am," answered the poor wretch, in great 
confusion, '' I did not know, at first, but that my 
cheek mi^ have been bit : — but, as 'tis no worse, 
why it does not a great deal signify. — ^Mrs. Beau- 
mont, I have the honor to wish you good even- 
ing! I'm sure my carriage must be veaiting." 
And tlicn, very abruptly, he left the zoom. 
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yfhak a commotion has this nisohief-loyiDg 
Caplam raised I Were I to remain here long ^ 
even the society of my clear Maria eovid scarce 
compensate for the disturbances "vvliich he ex- 
cites. 

Wken he returned, and heard of the quiet 
exit of Mr. Lorel, his triumph was intolerable. 
" I thtnk^ I think," cried he, *' I hare peppered 
him well! Fir warrant he won't gire an hour to- 
morrow morning to settling what he shall put 
on ! Why, his coat," turomg to me, '^ weuld be 
a most excettent match for old Madame Fur-be^ 
low^s best Lyons silk ?— *Fore George ! Pd desire 
no better sport, than to haye that there old cat 
here, to go her snacks P' 

All the compamy then, Lord OrriBe, Miss 
Mirran, and myself excepted, played .at cards; 
amd wc-*-oh, frow much better did we pass our 
time ! 

While we were engaged in a most deKghtful 
conversation, a serrant brouglit me a letter, which 
he told ine had by some accident been mishiid. 
Judge of my feelings, when I saw, my dearest 
Sir, your revered hand-wriling ! My emotion 
soon betrayed to Lord OrviHe whom the letter 
was from; the importance of the contents he 
well knew, and assuring me I should not be 
seen by the card-players, he besought me to 
open it without delay. 
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Open il^ indeed^ I did^ — but read it I to&U 
not; — the willing, yet awful consent jou hare 
granted, — the tendemete of your e&pressious^— - 
the certainty that no obstacle remained to xnj 
eternal union with the loyed owner of my hear^ 
gare me sensations too Tarious, and, though joy- 
ful, too little placid for observation. Finding 
myself unable to proceed, and blinded by the 
tears of gratitude and delight whicb started 
into my eyes, I gave over the attempt of read* 
ing till I retired to my own room^ and, having 
no voice to answer the inquiries of Jiord Qrville^ 
I put the letter into his hands, and Uft it ta 
ipeak both for me and itself. 

Lord Orville was himself aflected by your kind:* 
nesi', he^ kissed the letter as he returned it, apd, 
pressing my hand affectionately to his hearty 
*' Yq« are now,'' said be, in a low voice, " all 
my own ! Oh, my Evelina ! how will my soul 
find room for its happiness? — it seems already 
bursting!" I could make no reply; indeed;^ 
J hardly spoke another word the rest of the 
evening; -—so little talkative is the fulness of 
eontentftt^n^ 

Oh, my dearest Sir! the thankfulness of my 
heart I nmst pour forth at our meeting, when, 
at your feet» my happiness receives its con- 
firmation from your blessing, and when my 
noble-minded; my beloved Lord OrviUe presents 
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to you the highly-honored and thrice-happy 
Eyelina. 

A few lines I will endeavour to write on 
Thursday, which shall he sent o£P express, to give 
you^ shauld nothing interyene, yet more certain 
assurance of our meeting. 

Now then, therefore, for the first — ^and pro- 
bahly the last time I shall ever own the name^ 
permit me to sign myself^ 

Most dear Sir^ 
- ^ Tour gratefully affectionate^ 

Eyxlina Belmont. 



Lady Louisa^ at her own particular desire, 
will he present at the ceremony, as well as Miss 
Mirvan and Mrs. Selwyn: Mr* Macartiiey will^ 
the same morning, be united to my foster-sister, 
and my father hiiaself will give us both away. 
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LETTER XX IF. 



MR. TILLAUS TO fiVJBLlVA. 

EVERY wisli of my soul is now fulfilled— 
for the felicity of my EreTma is equal to her 
worthixiess f 

Tes, ary c^iU! Ay happiness is engraren 
in golden characters upon the tahlets of my 
heart! — and their impressfion is indelihlef for, 
should the rude and deep -searching hand of 
misfortune attempt to pluck them from their 
repository, the fleeting fabric of life would giye 
way, and, in tearing from my vitals the nourisb- 
ment^by which they are supported, she would 
but grasp at a shadow insensible to her touch. 

Give thee my coo seat? — Oh^ thou joy, comfort, 
and pride of my life, how cold is that word to 
express the fervency of my approbation! yes, 
I do indeed gi^e thee my consent, — and so 
thankfully, that, with the humblest gratitude to 
Providence, I would seal it with the rei^nant 
of my days. 

Hasten, then, my love ! to bless me with thy 
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presence, and to receive the blessings "with "which 
my fond heart OTCrflows! — And, oh, my Evelina! 
hear and assist in one only, humble, but ardent 
prayer, which yet animated my devotions ; — that 
the height of bliss to vrhich thou art rising may 
not render thee giddy, but that the purity of thy 
mind may form ike bittgbtest splendor of thy 
prosperity ! — and that the weak and aged frame 
of thy almost idolizing parent, nearly worn out 
by time, paA afflictions, and infirmicies, may yet 
be able to sustain a meeting wich all lis- better 
part hold« dear; and then, tfant all the wovnds^ 
which the former severity of fortune inflicted^ 
may be healed and purified by the ullimate cfnn 
solation of pouring forth my dying words in 
blessings on my childl^^olosnig these joy-stream** 
ing eyes in her presence, and breathing my 
last faint sighs in her loved arms ! 

Grieve not, oh, child of my care! grieve not 
at the inevitable moment; but may thy own 
end be equally propitious ! Oh, may'st thou, when 
full of days and full of honor, sink down as 
gently to rest, — be loved as kindly, watched as 
tenderly, as thy happy father ! — and may'st thou^ 
when thy glass is run, be sweetly but not bit- 
terly mourned by some remaining darling of thj 
affections, — some yet surviving Evelina! 

Arthur Villaks. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



^VSIilKA TO THB RSY. MR. "VIIXABS. 



ALL is OTer^ my dearest iSir^ and ibe fata 
•f your Ereliiia is decided ! This momiDg, 'wilb 
fearful joy and trembling gratitude, sbe united 
berself for erer wiib ibe object of 4ier dearest, 
ber eternal affection. 

I bave time for no more ; the chaise Bo^r watts 
which is to conduct me to dear Berry Hill^ and 
%o ibe arms of the be^t of men. 

EVELIKA. 



FINIS. 
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LITRES 

Qui se trovYent cbez Th^ophils Babbois Els, 

Libraire , quai Voltaire , n»^ 5. 

LIVRES ALLEMAND8. 

IVxETBiKGER , noovelle Grammaire Allemande pratiqae^ 

LiSge , i8o6, 1 gros f»o/, /»-8.'* broche. 4 fr. 

GotiAcned, le Mai^re de la Laogae Ailemande. Paris, 

i8o6 , m-8.° br. 4 fr. 

MeidiDgers praktiffche Franzosische sratninatik. Leipzig, 

i8o4, in^i.^'br. 4rr. 

Dialogoes fraugais^t allefeands, A I'tisage des denz nations. 

Parts, i8o5 , in^m. br. a fr. 25 c. 

Tfouveau Diciionnaire de poche Fran^ais-Allemand 9t 

Allemand- Francis. Troisiime edition, Leipzig, 1802 , 

1 vol. in^\%, pap, ^Slin , br. 8 fr. 
I9onveaa Diciionnaire Fran^ais-Allemand et Allemand- 

Fran^ais, edition conttiderablement augmenUe. Lausanne, 

1801 , 2 vol, in-A.'^ rel. 2© fr. 

The utYi pocket Dictionary of the English and German 

Languages. Leipzig, 1 vol. in^i8, vellum paper, br. 8 fr . 
"ITuovo drsionario portatiie Italiano-Tedesco e Tede!»oo~ 

Italiano. Leipzig, 1 vol, in^ iS, papier v^lin , br. 8 fr. 
Caxnpe , Je Nuuveau 'Robinson, en All-emand et en Fran^ais. 

Fribourg , 1-788 , 2 4«ol. in-S** , br, -^ fr. 

Hecneil d'histoires insiruetives et anrosanies^'en Fran^ais et 

tn Allemand. Strasbourg, 1798, in-^S." br. 2-fr. 5o c. 
lanrffret , lea Charmes dt I'Enfance , et les plaisirs-de TAmoar 

iBttteiiiel, en Allemand «t en Frttn^ais. Paris, 1801 , 

4 vol. 177- 18, ayec 4 gravures, br. 5 fr. 

•Ooe'rfae y Wenh«r ett AlYeinand et en Fran^at^ , nadoctiau 

inierlineaire. Paris , i8o3, 2 fo/. i/i-8'* br, '5 fr. 

■ Weith«r en Allemand et ^o Fraa9aia.. Paris , ]'8o2 , 

2 vol. in- 8." br. S fr. 
V.S. Cette traduation n*Mt pas inUrliiUaire. 
-Campe, Robinson der jangere. Paris, i8o3, ^ vol, pet, 

in-S.^hr. ' S ff. 

■■' Columbus oder die Entdekkung von Westii\dien. 

Parts , *865 f pet. in^.* br, .2 f r. 

•Jaufiret's , Reitce d^r Kiadheit. Paris, tBoi , mitX-upfem ^ 

2 uol, «n^8 , br. 3 fr. 

Historisc^es mngazin fur den Yerstand und •da* Hen. 
. Strasburgy i8o3; 5 I'oZ. m-8.» br, 4 fr. 5o c* 

i)n<trouve chez le mSme Libraire f<fiis les outrages de 

Schiller, Kotzebue , jiugmt LafonteiiHe , 4^'ieland 

Meissner, etc. elf, ' 
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LITRES I,TALIENS. 

Siret , iMmtm de la lAngti« ftzrifeorte^ on If^thbd« pratiqae 
pour apprendre £ei«ilwaieot -cpti^ langac. • JPa:m , 1797 » 

Vancroiu, Mattre italifitt, oa Grammairt fran^aise et ita« 
iieuoe, contenaat (out ce qai esc n^ce«saire poar apprendie 
facUemeot Ja Langue iiMieone , noavelle editioa , par 
Gattel. I^on, i8o3, 1 pol. in-H.^ hr. 5 fr. 

ttoaveau DtotioanaiFe por-nuif Ffan^s-Italien et Italieii»- 
Fran^ia, r^dig^ d'apres les Dictionaaii^s d'Aiberti, de 
BotareJii et de JSarctti. Oa a nis I'accent dans la panic 
tuUeose suivant la vraie prooonciattoa. Avignon, i8o3, 
. 1 pqL oblong , reL .7 fr. 

DioUonoaixe portatif et de- proQoiioiaUoa, Italien-Fran^ais 
et Fran^aLs-ltalien, par Cormoa eiMaani. X^o/Za-^^2, 

CoaversatioDt d'uDe m^ aFoc- sa fiUe^rea Fran^U et en 

Italien. Paris, an 12, i»-8.*» &r,. ■ . _ . ... 5 fr. 
•Crraffi^ J t lifiitrtft d'uae Per-uvipnie. ;e^ Fran^ala et em 

Italien, Jlvi^non^ i8o5, a vol. {it^ii,, Br. 5 fr. 

€oave» Rectteil choislde conies inorauxv en Itajien et en 

Franc aU. Londres-, in^ii, hn a fr. So c. 

Oaariat, le Barger fideUe , .Trag^oomedie-pastorale , en 

balien et en Fran^ais. Paris , 1769, 1 voL in- la. br, 5 fr. 
F^n^en, le av^enture di Tei^maco , figUaolo d^Iysse :. in 

qoesta nuova edizione si souo accettfate tuLte le T<>ci. . 

ji-vignons , i8o4, i,voL M-^ia > br. 6 fr. 

Soave A No^lle moraUy miovia edisiane accrescLUta. At^i- 

gnone , i8o5^ a vol* in^iS., hr, -^ 3 fr. 

Graffigny , Leitere dfw^ i*eK;uvi^Qa..^^/^«#A« ^ armp xf •-, 

m-iS,br.r^ • ■ . ., \ -.J, ^I'r.^o c. 

Notti Ronaqp Uje^) a,V4«|>(4cro»dl«'.,S(4{i!iiq9^' C^u^^aa^j i2io3., 

^9-12, br. .• ", . , a f rv i>9 c. 

Algarotti ^.iV^Dgress^ di ftitW^^^'g^i.^J^A*'.*^-!?^ hr, 

-:. V, .;...,'... • ••,•..•.. ..,,..i.£r- aoo. 

,Pignoiti, Favole e novclle. 'Nizza\ 1787 , a «'pi^^'»-4a,j5r. 

. .' .' ■/.'.:! V b •{.!.• ' .. ' > -'^ fr ,- 

Goldoni , (Scelta ^i alcune .<;0mapLfidie del } n«K>^a-^«Mp»e 

dalUo;. /'a^j^«,,# tfA:<vH('oi4>r4^.jiri ... ,^3ffcv6o^. 
A«eEter'e italiane di piu distiuti scrittori.y 9Cei^ d| ii'.P-io, 
. JpPr^^i, ^ftoy,,^,«9i.,ih-ia, 6n \ . 3fr, 6o*tf, 

. On t^ouve chez le rjf4m^ luhrair^ lieseeuvfes du D^M^ , 
de VAriost^, 4ii-J^ms9^ de HittiMfwd , de B^cace ^ d9 
J^/fflinOt, etc. e^tq, „ 
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